Hearts of Absent Women

Ema Shin

Sunday 6 February 2022 to Sunday 27 March 2022

About the exhibition

Artist Ema Shin was born in Japan and grew up in Korea before moving to Australia in 2010. As part of a Korean tradition, Shin’s male family members keep a book illustrating their family tree. Shin's family tree spans 32 generations, yet only features men. All female ancestors are absent.  

This solo exhibition by Ema Shin celebrates the women who are not recognised in Shin's family tree. Her work is influenced by anatomy and botanical forms. She sees these as symbols of life and emotion. Shin highlights the cultural diversity of women living in Australia, drawing attention to their experiences with family and social expectations. She celebrates their resilience and achievements.   

Hearts of Absent Women includes handwoven tapestry, printmaking, installations, soft embroidered sculptures and digital prints. The works in this exhibition have been made over the course of eleven years, which is how long Shin has lived in Australia. 

Artist biography
Ema Shin is a Japan-born Melbourne-based artist of Korean descent who studied traditional and contemporary printmaking at university in Tokyo and completed a Master of Fine Art degree in Nagoya. She arrived in Melbourne in 2010 as a researcher on a Pola Art Foundation grant. 

Shin’s work presents body organs and flowers as symbols of her life and emotions. Her work incorporates tapestry, mixed media embroidery, printmaking and papier-mâché and presents mental and physical experiences and the fecundity of the female body. 

Since her first child in 2014 she has combined her arts practice with daily life, working in a home studio to produce works of domesticity that celebrate women’s lives and bodies. Shin aims to create compositions that express sensitivity for tactile materials, the contemporary application of historical techniques, physical awareness, femininity and sexuality.
Website: emashin.org

Instagram: @ema.shin

Free public programs

Artist Floor Talks, Sunday 19 February, 2pm. 

Free, booking essential. Register your booking on the Eventbrite website 
Artwork details

In vitrine at entrance

Untitled, 2020

Woodblock print, embroidery, chine-colle, mixed media

140 x 98 cm

$7,800

Clockwise from entry, on wall
My Garden (Head 10), 2012

Woodblock print, water base pigment, digital print, embroidery, chine-colle, cotton, pins

65 x 42 cm

$2,600

My Garden (Hand 5), 2012

Woodblock print, water base pigment, digital print, embroidery, Korean ramie, cotton, wool

59 x 38.5 cm

$2,600

Hearts of Absent Women #7, 2022

Archival giclee print

74.5 x 56.4 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$580

Hearts of Absent Women #6, 2022

Archival giclee print
56.4 x 39 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$340

Hearts of Absent Women #9, 2022

Archival giclee print

56.4 x 39 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$340

Hearts of Absent Women #2, 2022

Archival giclee print

56.4 x 39 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$340

Hearts of Absent Women #5, 2022

Archival giclee print

56.4 x 39 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$340

Hearts of Absent Women #8, 2022

Archival giclee print

74.5 x 56.4 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$580

Hearts of Absent Women #1, 2022

Archival giclee print

56.4 x 39 cm

Edition of 50 + 1AP

Photography Matthew Stanton

$340

Soft Alchemy (My Pelvic Bone), 2018

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool, wire 

50 x 42 x 3 cm

$3,300

Soft Alchemy (Mother), 2016

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool 

55 x 42 x 4 cm

$3,400

Soft Alchemy (Petal), 2022

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool 

15 x 10 x 1 cm

Price on application

Soft Alchemy (Womb for everyone), 2022

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool, wire, acrylic

190 x 156 x 7.5 cm 

$10,500

Soft Alchemy (Tree girl), 2016

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool 

64 x 30 x 3 cm

$3,100

Soft Alchemy (Rose Lungs), 2016

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool 

44 x 38 x 3 cm

$2,800

Soft Alchemy (Fertile Heart), 2019

Woven tapestry, cotton, wool, wire 

54 x 80 x 6 cm 

$6,800

On plinths 

Hearts of Absent Women, 2020-2021

Embroidery, glass, cotton, linen, wool, polyester, hanji paper, lokta paper

Dimensions variable

Price on application

Hanging installation

Maternal Garden, 2017

Papier-mâché, embroidery, woodblock print, rubber stamp print

200 x 230 x 230 cm

$8,000

