Counihan Collection
Noel Counihan works from the Moreland Art Collection
Saturday 23 July 2022 to Sunday 4 September 2022

About the exhibition
The Counihan Gallery has acquired significant works by Noel Counihan (1913-1986) since opening in 1999. For the first time, the Gallery will present the entire holding of artworks by its namesake. Paintings, prints and drawings provide examples from key phases in the artist's career. Series such as War or Peace, Vietnam and Laughing Christ, which represent Counihan's revolutionary response to the politics of his time, can be viewed alongside each other. Key loans from collectors and the Counihan Estate further enrich the context of the exhibition. Noel Counihan's legacy informs the Gallery’s reputation for combining arts and activism. This legacy begins in the social conscience found throughout the works in the Counihan Collection.

Thank you to our supporters
The Counihan Gallery is grateful to Elizabeth Batt, Anthony Peter Cox, Samuel Condon and Hannah Cross, Mr Giuseppe and Mrs Teresa De Fazio and family, Lauraine Diggins OAM, Ian and Marjorie Fitzgerald, Alice Glover, Dr Colin Holden, the Estate of Jack Svendsen, and Natasha Svendsen. Their artwork donations have greatly enriched the Moreland Art Collection. 
This exhibition has been made possible by key loans from Faye Abbey, Kirsty Baird, Peter Tyndall, and the Counihan Estate: we thank them for the support of this exhibition and sharing their work with our community. 
About the artist
Noel Counihan (1913-1986) was a social realist painter, printmaker, cartoonist and illustrator active in the 1940s and 1950s in Melbourne. An atheist, communist and art activist, Counihan made art in response to the politics and social hardships of his times.

Artwork details
Clockwise from entrance

MAC255
Mexican Girl, 1970
Linocut
53.8 x 33.4 cm
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program

MAC229
Florentine Girl, 1956
Lithograph (stone)
23 x 33 cm
Edition 1 of 3 AP

Face, I, 1978
Linocut
33.7 x 37.5 cm
On loan from Kirsty Baird

MAC329
Standing figure,1968
Lithograph
74 x 49 cm
Donated by Samuel Condon (And Hannah Cross in honour of Joan Annie Anderson) 
MAC327
Woman and Man, 1984
Oil on board
101.5 x 136.5 cm
Donated through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program by Lauraine Diggins OAM 

MAC361
The Laughing Woman, 1959
Linocut
30.9 x 54.7 cm
Final print state

MAC266
THE BROADSHEET: 1 Napalm Sunday – Coming next year – Ash Wednesday, 1967
Print
63.5 x 50.5 cm
Edition 990 of 1000
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program

MAC267
THE BROADSHEET: 2 The Great Australian Summer, 1967
Print
63 x 50 cm
Edition 234 of 750
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program



MAC269
THE BROADSHEET: 4 Up You, Cazaly, 1968
Print
63 x 50 cm
Edition 10 of 750
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program

MAC271
THE BROADSHEET: 6 A Time For Peace: For The Vietnam Moratorium 8-9-10 May 1970, 1970
Print
63.5 x 50.5 cm
Edition 185 of 1000
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program

MAC190
Anti-War Cartoon, c. 1950
Ink and wash on paper
10 x 12 cm

MAC262
The Barracker, 1978
Gouache on artist board
31.2 x 23.5 cm

MAC341
Boy in helmet, 1968
Serigraph
71.5 x 52.2 cm
Edition 26 of 35
Boy In Helmet, 1967
Oil on board
26.5 x 20.2 cm
On loan from the Counihan Estate

MAC254
Boy, 1967
Linocut
51.2 x 23.3 cm
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program

MAC358
War or Peace, 1979
Catalogue
Edition 158 of 250

MAC347
Peace is our answer, 1950
Booklet

MAC222
Furnaceman, 1948
Lithograph (printed by A.R. McClintock)
33.8 x 25.6 cm
Unmarked Edition of 100
Donated by Elizabeth Batt 

MAC223
The Artist's Mother, 1948
Lithograph (printed by A.R. McClintock)
26.3 x 21.1 cm
Unmarked Edition of 100
Donated by Elizabeth Batt 
MAC221
A Worker resting, 1948
Lithograph (printed by A.R. McClintock)
34.3 x 25.1 cm
Unmarked Edition of 100
Donated by Elizabeth Batt 

MAC189
A Metal Pourer, 1948
Lithograph
15 x 11.5 cm

MAC260
Using hand drill in wet bord - West area, Undated
Pencil on paper
27.4 x 23.9 cm
Donated by Dr Colin Holden through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program 

MAC289
Portait of Ian Fitzgerald (b/w Portrait of unknown woman), c. 1948
Pencil on paper
23.5 x 19 cm
Gift of Ian and Marjorie Fitzgerald 

MAC169
Tête, 1969
Oil on canvas
82 x 99 cm
Donated by Mr Giuseppe and Mrs Teresa De Fazio and family in memory of Cr Andy Ingham

Untitled figure, 1978
Oil on board
21.8 x 28.5 cm
On loan from Faye Abbey
MAC369
Study for On the front Bench, (1955-1958)
Oil on board
34.5 x 44.5 cm
Moreland Art Collection

Laughing Christ (89ii), 1970
Linocut
18.5 x 9.4 cm
On loan from the Counihan Estate

MAC328
Laughing Christ 6, 1970
Oil on canvas
183 x 152.5 cm
Donated by Anthony Peter Cox

Laughing Christ, 1970
Linocut
41.9 x 63.5 cm
On loan from Peter Tyndall

MAC253
Albert Namatjira, 1959
Linocut
51.2 x 23.3 cm
From the estate of Jack Svendsen, a long time Moreland resident, dedicated volunteer and social activist. Donated by his family in keeping with his generous spirit. Administered through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program






MAC213
Old Woman with Stick, 1981
Lithograph
36.5 x 49.2 cm
Edition 34 of 40
Donated by Alice Glover 

MAC256
Demonstrators III, 1976
Ink and pen on paper
38 x 23 cm

MAC257
Demonstrator, 1978
Linocut
23.4 x 12.6 cm

MAC261
A Girl's Head, 1968
Lithograph
50 x 61.8 cm
Donated by Natasha Svendsen through the Australian Government's Cultural Gifts Program 


Download a digital copy of this roomsheet
Scan the QR code and scroll to the bottom of the exhibition page to access a digital copy of this roomsheet in a Word Doc format. 
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