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About the exhibition

Artists Emme Orbach and Noah Spivak collaborate on a series of experiment-based artworks in their latest exhibition. 'Leftovers of a Ghost' explores one central question: what happens when you allow a chemical reaction to dictate the outcome of an artwork?

In the lead-up to the exhibition, the artists have encouraged chemical solutions to evolve on a variety of material substrates. By collaborating with natural forces that are beyond their individual controls, Orbach and Spivak exploit the moment where Art and Science meet.

This entirely new body of work showcases four very distinct stages in the artists’ creative practice: Inspiration, Experimentation, Presentation and Activation. And it is through these unique periods of consideration that the artists’ share their fondness of practice-led research and ephemeral artworks.
Leftovers of a Ghost is presented in association with National Science Week 2022.
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About Emme Orbach
Emme Orbach completed a Bachelor (Hons) of Fine Art at RMIT in 2014. She has exhibited at Melbourne Museum, Moreland City Council, Pitch Music and Arts Festival and Blindside ARI. In 2020 Emme’s work was featured in the ABC Science docuseries Phenomena.

Website: www.emmeorbach.com
Instagram: @emmeorbach
About Noah Spivak

Noah Spivak received a Bachelor of Fine Art in photography from ECUAD in 2015. Since migrating to Melbourne, Spivak has mounted more than a dozen solo exhibitions and recently won the 2021 Emerging Artist Award presented by FortyFive Downstairs. He is currently featured as VOGUE Living’s ‘Fresh Take’ - being named as “one of the most promising young Australian artists” in 2022.
Website: www.noahspivak.com
Instagram: @_noahspivak_
Artwork details

Clockwise from entrance 

Vitrine:
foray / Inspiration

Objects found, forged, manipulated, grown, stolen or stumbled upon. This cabinet is an ode to the natural world, showcasing just a few of the discoveries (and obsessions) that have informed the artist’s practices over the years. 

Emme Orbach and Noah Spivak

foray, 2022

Fire break glass alarm, cement, copper foil, black obsidian arrowhead, conus shell, elephant’s foot, concrete, berlin wall, selenite geode, electrified wood, orthodontic cast, dessert glass, aragonite, brick, 45mm shell casing, bismuth, petrified cactus, pipettes, finger coral, closed cell foam, crystalised shoe, liquified lemon, amethyst, sodium hydroxide, fingerprint scanner,  copper wire, toothpick, peacock ore, automotive glass, moth wing, quartz stone, road marking glass beads, burl, iron, silicone jelly, mollusc eroded stone, hand silvered glass, unidentified bone, aluminum, tree resin, pumice, kangaroo rib, monoammonium phosphate, green opal, Australian native seed pods, petrified resin, glochid, cactus husk, annealed glass, acrylic


Dimensions variable

substratum / Presentation

A thoughtful and introspective series to depict how these pre-identified chemicals react upon different surfaces. Naturally occurring and prefabricated materials were procured as base substrates for these elements to respond to - some surfaces ended up a breeding ground for new growth while others led to decay. The silver trays are used as a constant to allow a level of uniformity amongst such a varied body of work.  

Noah Spivak

substratum #1, 2022

Sodium hydroxide, monoammonium phosphate crystals, sand, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 2 cm

Noah Spivak


substratum #2, 2022

Sodium hydroxide on chopsticks, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 2 cm

Noah Spivak

substratum #3, 2022

Sodium hydroxide on charcoal, stainless steel


38 x 45 x 2 cm

Emme Orbach


substratum #4, 2022

Monoammonium phosphate on onion bag, stainless steel


38 x 45 x 3 cm

Noah Spivak

substratum #5, 2022

Sodium hydroxide on vinyl, stainless steel


38 x 45 x 3 cm

Emme Orbach


substratum #6, 2022

Copper sulphate on steel and resin, stainless steel


38 x 45 x 2 cm

Emme Orbach

substratum #7, 2022

Monoammonium phosphate on closed cell foam, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 20 cm

Noah Spivak

substratum #8, 2022

Sodium hydroxide on cardboard, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 2 cm

Emme Orbach

substratum #9, 2022

monoammonium phosphate on copper foil, stainless steel


38 x 45 x 2 cm

Noah Spivak

substratum #10, 2022

Sodium hydroxide on and silver nitrate on cotton, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 7 cm

Emme Orbach

substratum #11, 2022

Monoammonium phosphate on powder coated steel mesh, stainless steel


38 x 45 x 20 cm

Emme Orbach


substratum #12, 2022

Sodium hydroxide on polyurethane, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 2 cm

Emme Orbach


substratum #13, 2022

Copper sulphate on mesh, stainless steel

38 x 45 x 15 cm
please, just let me (r)evolve – I asked the moon to tell the tides / Activation

Three sculptures bring the two chemical reactions that began this collaboration to the forefront. Each having been activated in the days leading up to installation, the reactions are fresh and responding to their new lives within the gallery. Pitri dishes have been used to catch residual drippings and become canvases within their own right. Changes have already been witnessed - what else may occur over the length of the exhibition? Will the surface bloom, degrade, sweat, crumble - these outcomes are dictated by variables beyond both the artist and gallery’s control.

Noah Spivak

please, just let me (r)evolve, 2022

Sodium hydroxide, copper foil, bronze, glass, acrylic, steel


dimensions variable

Emme Orbach

I asked the moon to tell the tides, 2022

Monoammonium phosphate, steel mesh, aluminum, acrylic, glass, steel

dimensions variable
chemigraphs / Experimentation

A methodology in recording alchemical reactions on photographic paper. This technique allows liquid solutions to react with the chemistry that creates images - generating minute tonal shifts, crystalline structures, and traces of exposure. The reaction is then cast in UV resistant resin, preventing further chemical developments and colour changes in the photographic paper. This series acts as a visual case study, to isolate and identify specific reactions between chemistries.

Emme Orbach and Noah Spivak
chemigraphs #1-48, 2022

Copper sulphate, iron sulphate, monoammonium phosphate, sodium hydroxide, chrome alum and darkroom chemistries on untreated photographic paper cast in UV-resistant resin, timber  
29.5 x 37.5 cm x 2.5 cm (ea.)
