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About the exhibition

William Kelly’s work explores issues of human rights, social justice, violence against women and children, and peace. The exhibition includes works such as 'The Prison of History or the Poetry of Possibilities', which was the precursor to the monumental work that features in the film ‘Can Art Stop a Bullet? William Kelly’s Big Picture’. 

From intimate to wall-sized works, this exhibition reflects Kelly’s commitment to drawing and his political concerns over the past four decades. 

William Kelly: Towards the Big Picture is presented in association with the Human Rights Arts and Film Festival 2022. 
About the artist
William Kelly is an artist, humanist, pacifist, husband and father.

Born in Buffalo, New York, Kelly studied at the Albright-Knox Art Gallery, the University of the Arts (Philadelphia, USA) and at the National Gallery School, Melbourne, Australia. Having once called a park bench home, he is a former steel worker, taxi driver, welder, Fulbright Scholar and former Dean at the Victorian College of the Arts, Melbourne. Today Kelly is more notably recognized internationally as an artist and activist who works in many media though his past history resonates throughout his artistic enterprise which is characterized by a humanist approach and “socially committed” creative practice. He lives and maintains a studio in a small 'bush town' in rural Australia.

Website: www.williamkelly.com.au
Artwork list
Clockwise from entry

A Short History of Love, 2010

Charcoal, pastel, watercolour on paper

120 x 200 cm
Towards Peace, 2015
Digital print on archival paper    

Edition of 10

$1,400

$1,200 (unframed)

Study for the Ayslum Folio (The War/ Abu Ghraib), 2015
Digital print on archival paper    

10 x 9 cm
POA
Tiananmen Square, 2015
Digital print on archival paper    

19 x 30 cm

Edition of 20
POA

Tiananmen Square Monument (from The Small Monument Series), c. 2008                                                                              

Edition of 9
8 x 32 x 42 cm
$12,000
Internment, 2016

Charcoal, pastel, wax pencil, white out on print base on paper
29.5 x 21 cm
POA
Rochelle Patten (Yorta Yorta elder) and William Kelly 

A shared step on a long journey, 2020-2021
Digital print on archival paper

42 x 29 cm 

POA

Veronica Kelly and William Kelly

A shared step on a long journey, 2020-2021
Digital print on archival paper

42 x 29 cm 

POA

From left to right, top to bottom:
The War, 2016
The Bridge, 2016

The Gift, 2016
The Arrival, 2016
12 x 18 cm 

Hybrid print – linocut, digital, relief print on cotton rag paper

Edition of 3 + 2 Artist Proofs 
$1,200 (framed)

$1,000 (unframed)
Children’s Toys & Inferno, 2014
Charcoal on paper
27 x 37 cm
$1,400
Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, c. 1972

Digital print

150 x 250 cm

$4,000
The Prison of History or the Poetry of Possibilities, 2015
110 x 250 cm

Edition of 10  

Printed at the Victorian College of the Arts “C-Lab”  

Printer: Michel Szczepanski

$3,200    

A Meditation on Human Rights, 2010

Charcoal, pastel, watercolour, gold leaf on paper

153 x 270 cm




Created for and exhibited as part of the Human Rights Art and Film Festival, Melbourne, 2010

NFS

Dialogue: Grafiti (from the Peace Project Folio), c. 1987-93
Screenprint on paper

61 x 80 cm  
Edition of 50
$1,200 (unframed)
Dialogue: Assault weapon (from the Peace Project Folio), c. 1987-93
Screenprint on paper

61 x 80 cm  

Edition of 50

$1,200 (unframed)

Love Song for the 
Millennium, 1998-99

Pencil, charcoal, pastel, watercolour on paper 

305 x 610 cm
$18,000
From left to right, top to bottom:
Courage, 2015
The cross, 2015 
Not in my name, 2015 
Innocence, 2015
From Not in My Name: 
The Baldessin Press Folio
Digital prints on archival paper

42 x 33 cm 
Edition of 8

Printer: Silvi Glattauer

$1,400 (unframed)
Complete folio includes: 7 prints + cover plate and colophon page in cloth folio
$9,000
Dialogue with Guernica – Diptych. Telegram from Guernica & Letter from Gernika, 2012
89 x 53 cm (each panel)

$3,600 (framed)

$2,800 (unframed)
