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No to ageism, yes to celebrating age

Bolder is here — a photography and storytelling project putting older Merri-bek residents front and centre this
Seniors Festival. Real portraits, real stories, celebrating the wisdom our older community brings every day.
What's your story?




Merri-bek City Council
acknowledges the Wurundjeri
Woi-wurrung people of the
Kulin Nation as the traditional
custodians of the lands and

waterways in the area now known
as Merri-bek, and pays respect

to their Elders past, present,

as well as to all First Nations
communities, who significantly
contribute to the life of the area.
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Accessible to everyone

We are committed to ensuring
our communications are
accessible to everyone in our
community. If you require this
magazine in an alternative
format, please contact us on
9240 1111 or at accessibility@
merri-bek.vic.gov.au
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wholly appropriate for your particular purposes.
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responsibility, and indeed expressly disclaim

any liability, for any loss or damage, whether
direct or consequential, suffered by any person
as the result of or arising from reliance on any
information contained in the publication.

©AIl applicable copyrights reserved for Merri-bek
City Council. Except for any uses permitted under
the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of this
publication may be reproduced in any manner or
in any medium (whether electronic or otherwise)
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Message from our Mayor
Councillor Nat Abboud

Welcome to your latest edition of Merri-bek Community News.

Spring has arrived across Merri-bek, and it's Poorneet, Tadpole
Season on the Wurundjeri calendar — a time of warming days,
flowering flax lilies and murnong ready for harvest.

I'm proud to share details of our next 4 Year Council Budget
2026-30, which includes major investment right across Merri-bek.
This includes over $15 million in sporting upgrades, a brand-new
Early Years Hub in Brunswick, $3 million for the Glenroy Activity
Centre, new public toilets, gender-inclusive change rooms, and
significant funding for roads, bike paths, drainage and street
safety. Find out more on page 3.

This Seniors Festival, we're launching Bolder Stage 2, a
photography and storytelling project celebrating older members
of our community and challenging ageism. Read more on page 5.

This year’s Merri-bek Summer Show marks ten years of the Noel
Counihan Commemorative Art Award, a cash prize for artists
whose work engages with social justice.

Every bit counts when it comes to reducing waste. Make compost
not landfill — turn to page 8 for some tips to make the most of
your Food and Garden Organics (FOGO) bin.

Work continues on major projects across Merri-bek, including new
public toilets, park and sporting facility upgrades. Check the back
page for works near you.

Enjoy the season, and this edition.

Speak with us in your language (2
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Learn about our next Capital Works Program

We're working through our next 4 Year Council Budget continuing our focus on delivering essential
services and investing in the infrastructure our community needs.

Our 2026-30 Budget includes major investment in new and upgraded facilities, roads, parks and other
infrastructure across Merri-bek.

Explore some of the major projects planned through Council's Capital Works Program over the next
few years.

Visit conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/council-budget-2026-30

Major sporting New Early Glenroy
upgrades Years Hub M Activity
Centre

We're building a $12.5 million
brand new. Early Years Hub
in Brunswick.

We're investing over
S3 million in upgrades to
the Glenroy Activity Centre.

We're spending over

$15 million on upgrades
to our sporting ovals

and facilities, including
major upgrades to the
netball courts at Charles
Mutton Reserve, Fawkner,
a sporting field upgrade
at Balfe Park, Brunswick,
and a new hockey pitch at
McDonald Reserve, Coburg.

Parks and open space

We're investing over $4.6 million on upgrades
to our parks and open spaces, including a new
stormwater harvesting facility at Reaburn
Reserve, Brunswick, which will provide irrigation
for the A.G. Gillon Oval and parklands.

Coburg Library & B
and piazza

New public
toilets

Roads

We're spending $5.2 million
on road reconstructions and
an additional $1 million on
road resurfacing

We're working on detailed
planning and design work for
the $60 million dollar library
and piazza. library and public
piazza in central Coburg.

Gender-inclusive change rooms

We're building new gender-inclusive change
rooms for sports clubs at De Chene Reserve,
Coburg and A.G. Gillon Oval, Brunswick

Bike paths
and footpaths

7

We're spending over
$2.2 million on bike path
and footpath renewals

Drainage

We're spending over

$3.7 million on improvements

to our drainage networks.

We're building two new
public toilets at Fran Street
Reserve, Glenroy and Cox
Reserve, Coburg

= Street
'r Y 4 , safety

We're spending over

S4 million on safety and
amenity upgrades to our
streets, including foot path
and bike path renewals
and streetscape safety
improvements.
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Spring clean, sorted

Spring is the perfect time for a clear-
out, and our hard waste collection
service makes it easy to clear out
large, unwanted household items.

If you or your landlord pay the
annual waste charge, you receive
two free collections each financial
year, with each collection allowing
up to one cubic metre of material.

If you don'’t pay the waste charge
— for example, if you live in an
apartment — you can still book

a collection through Council at
any time.

More than 22,000 collections
were booked last financial year!

Visit hardrubbishmelbourne.com.
au/merri-bek or call 9721 1915 to
find out more.

Book ahead

The service is popular, so it's worth
booking several weeks in advance.
Residents are also encouraged

to make the most of their annual
allocation before it resets at the
end of each financial year.

When to put your items out

Once your booking is confirmed,
wait until the weekend before your
collection date to place items on
your nature strip. Putting items
out too early can create safety and
amenity issues.

No nature strip? Call 9721 1915
and the team can discuss an
alternative collection arrangement.

4 — Merri-bek Community News

Merri-bek a smart choice for
business

From independent retailers and hospitality venues to
innovative technology companies and creative studios,
Merri-bek is home to a thriving mix of businesses.

With more than 16,700 registered businesses, Merri-bek’s
local economy is diverse, entrepreneurial and continuing to
grow.

Located in Melbourne’s creative inner north, Merri-bek offers
businesses the chance to be part of a vibrant community
while staying close to the CBD and airport. Our well-known
precincts — including the Brunswick Design District — sit
alongside emerging businesses in biotechnology, healthcare,
professional services, food manufacturing and distribution.

Merri-bek’s skilled and diverse workforce is another drawcard,
with strong connections to leading education and research
institutions helping businesses access talent, ideas and new
opportunities.

And businesses don’t have to navigate it alone. Council’s
business support and investment services can help new and
growing businesses understand local requirements, navigate
approvals and get established.

Thinking about starting or
growing a business in Merri-bek? 3

To find out how we can help, email E#‘-‘lﬂ

business@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Scan the QR code to discover what makes
Merri-bek a great place to do business.



Support for Carers Program

Do you look after a family member or friend and
need a break? We can help.

Caring for someone can be both rewarding and
demanding, and it's easy to put your own needs
last. Deb, a local carer who looks after her eighteen-
year-old son, her parents and her other children,
knows this well. “It's not just the physical helping
someone,” she says. “There’s a big mental load |
find as well — the appointments, and just always
being on alert for what might happen next.”

Our Support for Carers Program exists to help
carers look after themselves, not just the person
they care for — because when carers are well,
everyone benefits. We can organise things like

a break, support around the home, wellbeing
activities, or learning and technology support for
study or health.

For Deb, that support has made a real difference.
“Even an hour or two just to go and have a
massage, or a break from the mental load and
the physical load, is very much needed a lot of
the time,” she says. “And just knowing there

was someone who could help when | needed
something was really good.”

Support is shaped around what you need —
whether that'’s practical help, wellbeing activities,
or the chance to connect with other people who
understand what caring involves. Deb has seen a shift
in carers being recognised firsthand, yet there’s still
so much work to do. “Eighteen years ago, caring for
someone was hidden — you didn’t really talk about it,”
she says. “Now you can, and that's really important.”

How to apply

To get this help, the person you care for must
live in Merri-bek, and you’ll need to show
you're a carer (for example, a Carers Allowance
Payment or other supporting documents).

To apply, call 9240 2302 or email
carersupport@merri-bek.vic.gov.au in your
preferred language.

BOLDER Stage 2 launches this Seniors Festival

This Seniors Festival, Merri-bek is proud to launch
Bolder Stage 2 — a photography and storytelling
project that puts older members of our community
front and centre, celebrating the lives, wisdom and
contributions they bring to Merri-bek every day.

Bolder is a direct challenge to ageism.

Too often, older people are overlooked or reduced
to stereotypes — but this project tells a different
story, sharing real experiences through powerful
portraits and first-person accounts.

See the exhibition
Visit the Bolder online exhibition to view the full
collection: conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/bolder

Get involved

Visit the Older people page on our website to learn
about programs and services for older people in our
community.

(13

Life is a journey, and whatever | have learned
in my life, I'm using now. Life is beautiful and
we continue to evolve.

76-year-old Brunswick West resident
Sunenna Bella
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Information in your language: Support for Carers

Visit: merri-bek.vic.gov.au/supportforcarers
Email: carersupport@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
Call: 9280 1916

9280 1911 Italiano
9280 1912 eAANVIKG 9280 0750 X

9280 1910 AUTelt 9280 1917 34
9280 1913 W 9280 1916 Espaiiol
9280 1914 Tiirkce 9280 1915 Tiéng Viét

Italian | Italiano

Programma di supporto per assistenti

Ti prendi cura di un familiare o di un amico?
Hai bisogno di un po’ di riposo?

Il Comune di Merri-bek puo aiutarti.
Possiamo pagare un caregiver che ti
sostituisca per darti un po’ di riposo, far
consegnare i pasti a casa tua, comprare
biglietti per il cinema o per il teatro, buoni
per fare un massaggio, biglietti per la
palestra o la piscina, corsi per imparare cose
nuove, oppure un computer portatile, un
tablet o uno smartwatch per lo studio o la
salute.

Per ricevere questo aiuto, la persona che
assisti deve vivere a Merri-bek, e devi poter
dimostrare che sei un caregiver, ad esempio
mostrando il Carers Allowance Payment o
altri documenti di supporto.

Nepali | Sureft
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Greek | eAAnvika

Npoypappa YrnootipiEng Opoviictwv

Dpovtilete éva HENOG TNC OIKOYEVELAC 0aG 1} évav
@ilo; Xpeldleote éva SIANEIUUQ;

O Anpog Merri-bek pmopei va fonOnoet.
MmopoUpE va TTANPWOOULIE yia évav

(PPOVTIOTH WOTE Va EXETE €va SIANEIUUA, YIa
mapddoon YEUUATWY OTO OTIITL 0aG, EICITAPLA
Kivnuatoypdgou rj Bedtpou, koumovia pacdad,
KAPTEC YuMvaAoTNPiov 1 KOAUUBNoNC, padnuata
yla va HdBeTe véa mpayuata, 1 évav gopnto
umoloyloTr, tablet rj smartwatch yia omoudéc 1y
yla Tnv vyeia oag.

lNa va AdBete autn tn BoriBela, To dtopo mou
@povtilete mpémel va (el oTnv Tieploxn Merri-bek,
Kal TTpémel va amodeifeTe OTI Ei0TE PPOVTIOTNC,
yla mapadetyua pe 1o Emidopa Opovtiotn (Carers
Allowance Payment) j GA\a UTOOTNPIKTIKA

EYypaQa.

Arabic | U<
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Turkish | Tiirkce

Bakim Verenlere Destek Programi

Bir aile Gyesine ya da arkadasiniza bakim
mi sagliyorsunuz? Biraz dinlenmeye mi
ihtiyaciniz var?

Merri-bek Belediyesi asagidaki hizmet ve
faaliyetler icin destek saglayabilir: size
dinlenme firsati vermesi icin bir bakiciya
odeme (respite care), evinize yemek teslimati,
sinema veya tiyatro biletleri, masaj hediye
ceki, spor salonu veya yluzme giris karti, yeni
beceriler 6grenebileceginiz kurslar, egitim
veya saglik amacli kullanilabilecek dizlsti
bilgisayar, tablet veya akilli saat

Bu destegdi alabilmek igin:

e Bakimini tstlendiginiz kisinin Merri-bek
bolgesinde yasiyor olmasi gerekir.

e Bakim veren oldugunuzu goésteren bir
belge sunmaniz gerekir. Ornegdin, Carer
Allowance (Bakim Veren Odenegi)
belgesi veya bunun gibi evraklar kabul
edilmektedir.

Spanish | Espanol

Programa de Apoyo a Cuidadores y
Cuidadoras

¢Cuida de un familiar o amigo? ;Necesita un
descanso? El Municipio de Merri-bek puede
ayudarle.

Podemos pagar cuidados de relevo para

que usted se tome un descanso, comida
entregada en su casa, entradas para el cine
o el teatro, cupones de masaje, pases para el
gimnasio o la piscina, cursos para aprender
cosas huevas, o un computador portatil,

una tableta o un reloj inteligente para sus
estudios o su salud.

Para recibir esta ayuda, la persona a la
que usted cuida debe vivir en Merri-bek, y
usted debe demostrar que es cuidador/a,
por ejemplo con el pago para cuidadores/
as (Carers Allowance Payment) u otro
documento que lo confirme.

Simplified Chinese | H13XX

BB Sz itk

BREERMRATER ? EEMRE—TZ ?
Merri-bek TiX& R AR EIRHEEED
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Vietnamese | Tiéng Viét

Chudng Trinh H6 Trd Ngugdi Cham Séc

Quy vi dang cham séc ngudi than hoac ban
bé&? Quy vi can dudc nghi ngasi? H6i BDéng
Thanh Phé Merri-bek cé thé giup d3.

Chung tbi cé thé sd3p xép ngudi chdm sdéc thay
thé& dé quy vi dudc nghi ngdi, bira &n giao tan
nha, vé xem phim hodc kich, phiéu massage,
thé tap gym hodc bai L6i, cac khda hoc, hoac
may tinh xach tay, may tinh bang hay déng hé
thong minh phuc vu viéc hoc tap hoac gilf gin
suc khoe.

D& nhén dudc su hé trg nay, ngudi ma quy vi
chdm sdéc phai s6ng tai Merri-bek, va quy vi
phai chdng minh minh la ngudi cham sdc, vi
du nhu cé Trg Cap Ngudi Chdm Séc (Carers
Allowance Payment) hodc céc gidy t8 ching
minh khac.
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Make compost, not landfill

Did you know that most food scraps can go in your green, food
and garden (FOGO) bin? They’re turned into compost used by
Victorian farmers to grow fresh food.

For more information on how to use your FOGO bin visit
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/FOGO

. . What CANNOT
V What CAN go in your FOGO bin o y:ur s bigno

Fruits and Meat, seafood Mouldy, rotting or
vegetables and bones expired food

Leftovers Takeaway food  Garden clippings

e

- = YOU can wrap food in a paper
bag, paper towel or newspaper
= | tok kitch .
= Ql to keep your kitchen caddy clean Food packaging of any kind,
- including fruit stickers
WHY use your FOGO bin?
Reduce food waste o Reduced landfill = e Food scraps are turned into
going to landfill less pollution compost to help grow the
food we eat

8 — Merri-bek Community News



Ten years of the Noel Counihan Commemorative Art Award

This year’s Merri-bek Summer Show marks ten
years of the Noel Counihan Commemorative
Art Award, a cash prize for artists whose work
engages with social justice.

The 2026 exhibition theme is Present Tense:

10 Years On. Local artists reflect on how the last
decade has shaped the world we live in now —
through personal and local stories, politics, social
issues, the environment and everyday life.

The Summer Show brings together artists from
across Merri-bek in a vibrant annual exhibition at
the Counihan Gallery.

Every artist in the show is eligible for the $4,000
Noel Counihan Award, sponsored by Merri-bek
City Council. It's judged by Counihan Gallery staff,
a member of the Arts Advisory Committee and an
independent arts professional. The prize is non-
acquisitive, meaning winners keep their artwork.
The winner will be announced at the exhibition
celebration event on Saturday 5 December.

People's Choice Award

The winner of the award in 2024 was Merri-bek-
based artist Setareh Hosseini, for her photographic
and object-based work Emigrabilia, which explores
migration, memory and displacement.

Setareh says: “Emigrabilia grew out of my long-
standing interest in objects and the experience of
having to leave them behind when we migrate...
what can we carry from them?”

“Merri-bek’s arts community has been a valuable
example of how a local community can support
artists... | am truly grateful for the opportunities
and support Merri-bek’s arts community offers.”

The Summer Show opens to visitors between
Wednesday 11 November — Thursday 17 December
A celebration event will be held to announce the
prize winners on Saturday 5 December, 2-4pm.
Come along to see the award winners’ work.

Visit the exhibition and vote for your favourite artwork in the People's Choice Award,
a $1,000 cash prize, proudly supported by the Sydney Road Street Association.
Visitors choose the winner, who is announced at the end of the exhibition.

Read more at @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au/counihan-2027
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The Brunswick Circle: Connecting First Nations and

multicultural communities

reconciliation
victoria

nciliationvic.org.au

A new volunteer led initiative is bringing migrant,
refugee and First Nations communities together
to listen, learn and build trust.

The Brunswick Circle launched during Refugee
Week in June, with Council's support. It is believed
to be the first of its kind in Australia. The idea
behind it is simple: meaningful relationships begin
with listening.

The Circle gives migrant and refugee community
members a chance to learn directly from local
Traditional Owners about the history of the land
and explore the issues that matter to communities
in Brunswick and beyond.

Shankar Kasynathan, a former Victorian
Multicultural Commissioner who's worked closely

10 — Merri-bek Community News

with First Nations communities, says starting locally
is key. Multicultural communities are diverse, and
every community has different experiences and
needs. Meaningful partnership starts with listening,
understanding the local context and building
relationships based on trust and respect.

“The Brunswick Circle matters to me because
reconciliation can’t just be a conversation happening
somewhere else, between somebody else. Migrant
and refugee communities have a place in this

story too. Many of us know something about
displacement, belonging and what it means to
make a home on someone else’s Country. The
Circle is about creating a place where we can listen
to First Peoples, confront what we don’t know,

and work out what solidarity actually asks of us,”
Shankar says.

The Circle also creates a space to connect First
Nations history and knowledge with issues that
affect migrant and refugee communities today,
including racism, displacement, exclusion and
belonging. It recognises that while communities
have different experiences, there are also important
connections between them.

The launch of the Brunswick Circle brought
together local leaders working in multiculturalism,
reconciliation and community building. Over time,
the plan is for the Circle to grow into a regular
gathering, with these conversations spreading out
into the wider community.

Learn more about the Brunswick Circle at
reconciliationvic.org.au, or follow Reconciliation
Victoria on Facebook (@ReconciliationVictoria)
and Instagram (@reconciliationvic).

Keep up to date with Treaty

Treaty is a new chapter for Victoria.

Meaning tip of the spear in Gunaikurnai, Gellung Warl is the new
body created through Australia’s First Treaty.

Follow the latest news and updates from Gellung Warl as the work
of Treaty continues.

We are proud to support this journey with the Wurundjeri
Woi-wurrung people and the broader First Peoples community.

© Learn more: gellungwarl.org



What's on around
Merri-bek

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/whatson

Council meetings

Did you know that we livestream
and record our Council meetings?

Council holds meetings to conduct
the business of Merri-bek.
Councillors represent the local
community in making important
decisions that affect how Merri-bek
is run. Community members can also
submit questions and statements
online to be read at the meetings.

© Upcoming meetings:
14 October 2026
11 November 2026

Visit merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
livestream-meetings

Fawkner Game Nights

Join us on the second Tuesday of
each month for tabletop games
in a relaxed, friendly space. Light
refreshments provided. For ages
15 and older. No need to register,
just drop in.

© Tuesday 10 November
6pm - 8pm
Fawkner Library, 77 Jukes Road

My Rainbow LGBTQIA+
Social Group - FREE

Come along to monthly get-
together for young LGBTQIA+
people aged 12-17. Craft, eat,
talk and hang out, with a different
theme each month. This time it's
a painting workshop and spider-
making, plus cartoons, a free
clothes swap and snacks. Fully
supervised by Council staff.

© Friday 20 November
6pm - 8pm
4/8 Gaffney Street, Coburg North

Visit merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
my-rainbow-social

Creative spaces

Our libraries have Makerspaces
with sewing machines, Cricut
cutting machines, 3D printers and
digitisation stations. Free to use
once you've completed a quick
safety induction. Community
members aged 15+ welcome.

© Brunswick, Coburg and
Glenroy Libraries

Visit librarymakerspace@
merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Chatty Café

This series of gatherings brings the
community together for friendly
conversation, English practise and
social connection. No need to book,
just come along and make some
new friends over a cuppa.

© Coburg Library
Wednesdays 2pm — 3.30pm
Where: Corner Victoria Street
and Louisa Street, Coburg
Call: 8311 4100

© Glenroy Library
Fridays 11am - 12.30pm
Where: 50 Wheatsheaf Road
Call: 8311 4100

Parent Guardian Support
Group

A relaxed space for carers to catch
up, share a chat and connect with
others and services.

Free. Register to attend.

© First Thursday of the month
9.30am - 11.30am

Glenroy Neighbourhood House
5B Cromwell Street, Glenroy

Call 9304 3910 or visit gnh.org.au
October 2026 — 11



Works in your area

Native Understorey Project,
across Merri-bek

The Native Understorey Project
is restoring native grasses,
shrubs and groundcovers
beneath the tree canopy at
Merri-bek parks. Half this year’s
sites are already planted with
25,000+ plants going in, set to
build wildlife habitat.

g (O (iomplete Bac

Gilpin Dog Park, Brunswick
The upgraded dog park at Gilpin
Park, Brunswick recently opened,
offering a refreshed space for
dogs to explore and play. New
features include weave poles for
agility fun and an activity area
with logs, tyres and tunnels to
climb through and over. Shelters
have also been installed to
complete the upgrade.

Your local

Councillors

Bababi Djinanang Ward
(2 Cr Sue Bolton
A 0417 583 664

SBolton@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Box Forest Ward
oo « Cr Chris Miles
- 0439 685 801

CMiles@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Brunswick West Ward

% CrElla Svensson
0467 498 665
ESvensson@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Dunstan Reserve Childcare
Centre upgrades,
Brunswick West

Stage 1 at Dunstan Reserve
Childcare Centre is complete,
adding a kindergarten room,
bathroom, deck, refurbished
kitchen, reception, staff rooms
and toilets.

Stage 2 finishes late 2026.
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Urquhart Street, Coburg
Road reconstruction and upgrade
works valued at $490,000 have
wrapped up on Urquhart Street,
Coburg, between Alva Grove and
Keith Street. The project rebuilt
the road pavement, renewed
kerb and channel, and improved
drainage. Residents now enjoy
safer roads and a smarter
streetscape.

Bulleke-bek Ward

Cr Jay lwasaki

0429 431 760
Jlwasaki@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Q Djirri-Djirri Ward
s Deputy Mayor

Cr Helen Davidson

0403 709 948
HDavidson@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
Harmony Park Ward

Cr Helen Politis

0456 357 280
HPolitis@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

W Pascoe Vale South Ward
2 Cr Oscar Yildiz
0413 850 357

OYildiz@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

McGregor Dawson Reserve,
Coburg North

We've turned this Reserve into
a grassland meadow restoration
site, created with the University
of Melbourne. Indigenous grass
and wildflower seeds were
sown to support threatened
plant species, with five other
councils testing methods for
urban grassland restoration
under Council’'s Nature Plan.

(© Complete
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Devon Road, Pascoe Vale
The road has been reconstructed
with renewed kerb, channel and
footpaths. Vehicle crossings
were also upgraded, and a new
underground drainage system
now replaces house drains that
previously discharged to the
kerb. Works are now complete.

Pentridge Ward
Mayor Cr Nat Abboud
0487 258 044

NAbboud@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Randazzo Ward
CrLizlrvin

0472 846 861
LIrvin@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Warrk-warrk Ward
Cr Adam Pulford
g 0417 835 793

APulford@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Westbreen Ward

Cr Katerine Theodosis

0459 959 298
KTheodosis@merri-bek.vic.gov.au



