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Disclaimer: Information and events contained
in this publication are current at the time

of printing. Subsequent changes to events/
information may occur. Although the
publication may be of assistance to you,
Merri-bek City Council does not guarantee
that it is without flaw of any kind or is wholly
appropriate for your particular purposes.
Council and its employees do not accept any
responsibility, and indeed expressly disclaim
any liability, for any loss or damage, whether
direct or consequential, suffered by any person
as the result of or arising from reliance on any
information contained in the publication.

O©AIll applicable copyrights reserved for Merri-
bek City Council. Except for any uses permitted
under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part

of this publication may be reproduced in any
manner or in any medium (whether electronic
or otherwise) without the express permission
of Merri-bek City Council. This document is
also available as a PDF file on Merri-bek’s
website at @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au. We care
about the environment. Merri-bek Community
News is printed on 100% recycled carbon
neutral paper made from post-consumer waste
using biodegradable vegetable-based inks.

Message from
the Mayor

Cr Adam Pulford
Mayor

Hi and thanks for reading this issue of Community News.

In April, Council endorsed the proposed 2024-28 budget, which
has recently been open for community feedback. A big thank you
to the community members who sent in your thoughts — Council
is considering what we've heard and will endorse the final budget
later in June.

The proposed budget is something I'm incredibly proud of. It invests
in quality community infrastructure and services for our diverse
community and continues Council’s focus on our everyday services.

In big news, it includes the completion of 2 major community
facilities in the 2024-25 financial year: the $36.9 million Fawkner
Leisure Centre Redevelopment and the $29 million Saxon Street
Cultural and Community Hub.

There is also $19 million for improving our parks, open spaces and
streetscapes, $17.6 million for renewing roads and carparks, and
$3.4 million for delivering footpaths, bike paths and better transport
infrastructure. This would not only improve our much-loved open
spaces, but it would also help people get around our community
more safely and easily.

We also received so many great ideas through our Community
Budget Ideas initiative — where community members propose and
vote on projects to be funded in our Council budget — that we have
allocated a total of $399,000 to 6 community ideas. This is higher
than the $250,000 Council had originally set aside!

Your ideas include installing more sunshades over Merri-bek’s
playgrounds, more seats on walking routes to shops and more
drinking fountains in shopping strips, as well as funding Take the
First Step Merri-bek (a domestic violence prevention program),
and much more.

Thank you to everyone who sent in projects and initiatives you
want to see in our city, as well as to everybody who voted for their
top priorities.

We will keep you updated as the budget progresses.

Read on for more about the work Council is doing in your
neighbourhood and learn more about some of the more than
150 services that Council provides for our community.

Merri-bek City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri
Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional
custodians of the lands and waterways in the area now
known as Merri-bek, and pays respect to their Elders past,
present, as well as to all First Nations communities, who
significantly contribute to the life of the area.
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§ Local designers GLAS Landscape Architects are not only looking 4
® forward to a new Park Close to Home opening at Sydney Road,
= they are also actively involved in helping to design it.

Having a park close to home is good for your health.

That's why we are working to make sure everyone
in Merri-bek has a park close by, through our ‘Park
Close to Home’ program.

Michelle Guglielmo Park is currently being built in the
heart of Brunswick at 260 Sydney Road, across the
road from the Brunswick Town Hall and Counihan
Gallery.

It has been named after former Counihan Gallery
curator Michelle Guglielmo, who significantly
contributed to establishing the Counihan Gallery
as a reputable contemporary arts space supporting
local, national and international artists.

Michelle, a daughter of Italian migrants, worked as
the gallery curator from 2002 to 2006 and is also
credited with helping the gallery secure the Noel
Counihan collection. She died in 2006 from ovarian
cancer.

Michelle’s twin sister Nicole Guglielmo said her family
was very proud that Michelle had been recognised in
this way.

“We are thrilled and amazed,” Nicole says. “People
can come to the park, they can connect with art, go
to the gallery (across the road) and see how art is so
important to us culturally, it’s really something that
needs to be celebrated.”
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Michelle Guglielmo, accomplished local curator,
is recognised through new park name.

GLAS Landscape Architects is a small business
based close by in Barkly Square. Not only are the
GLAS team looking forward to spending time at the
park, they also worked with us on its design.

The park is designed on the theme of Merri-bek, the
Woi-wurrung word for ‘Rocky Country’. The park
will create a pocket of ‘rocky country’ in the middle
of Brunswick, where visitors can be immersed in a
green space inspired by the past, present and future.

GLAS Director Mark Gillingham says the park will
help bring biodiversity back into Brunswick.

Community feedback has shaped the park design,
which includes new trees, timber decks, bench seats,
a lawn area, a drinking fountain, a canopy with
integrated artwork and a film projector.

The park is under construction and should be ready
for all to enjoy in November 2024.

For updates on the project visit @ conversations.
merri-bek.vic.gov.au/park-close-home-260-
sydney-rd-brunswick

Learn more about our other Parks Close to Home
projects underway at © merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
park-close-to-home




Your Merri-bek calendar omerri-bek.vic.gov.au/whatson

Become a Pool Lifeguard
Become a lifeguard at one of

our swim centres! Facilitated by
Lifesaving Victoria and supervised
by Merri-bek Youth. Free training
for becoming a lifeguard is
available for 17 to 24 year-olds.

Where: Oxygen Youth Space,
Coburg

When: Wednesday 10 July
to Friday 12 July

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
youth-programs

©1800 699 688

Youth Take Over nights

— cost-free and parent-free!
These nights are a parent-free
zone! Are you 12-18 years

old? Come and ‘take over’ the
library and have it all to yourself
with other young people. Fun
programs and yummy food.

Where: Glenroy Library and
Brunswick Library

When: Select Friday evenings,
6 to 8pm

Cost: Free

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
youthnights

Do you have feedback
on Merri-bek Community
News?

Email us at:

© info@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

ART

LIBRARIES

Embrace

In 'Embrace’, artist Cyrus Tang
turns the common Australian
greeting into a powerful ritual
between herself and her family.
The exhibition is a complex
exploration of intimacy and
affection that characterises many
migrant experiences.

When: Showing until
Sunday 28 July

Where: Counihan Gallery,
233 Sydney Road (inside
Brunswick Town Hall), Brunswick

Cost: FREE
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/embrace
©9389 8622

SOCIAL GROUPS

&

The Chatty Café

Make new friends, have a cuppa
and have a chat. Everyone
welcome!

Where: Glenroy Neighbourhood
House, 5b Cromwell Street,
Glenroy

When: Every Wednesday from
10am to 11.30am during the
school term

Cost: Gold coin donation.
Wheelchair accessible.

©gnh.org.au
©9304 3910

Community Language
Storytimes

Did you know Merri-bek Libraries
hold free storytimes in ltalian,
French, Spanish, Turkish and
Greek for children and their
families? They are held in the
community language, but
everyone is welcome. Enjoy lively
stories, sing-a-longs and crafts.

When:

French: Brunswick Library —
4th Monday of the month

Italian: Coburg Library —
1st Tuesday of the month

Spanish: Brunswick Library —
2nd Monday of the month

Turkish: Glenroy Library —
1st Thursday of the month

Greek: Glenroy Library —
weekly, each Friday

All sessions begin at 10.30am

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
yourstorytime

HARD WASTE UPDATE

We've heard you Merri-bek, our
Hard Waste Collection is getting
an upgrade from 1 July 2024.

Cardboard and bulk green
waste can be recycled through
hard waste soon. PLUS a

new paid hard waste option
will be available if you live in
an apartment or need extra
collections!

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
new-hard-waste-coming



Leaps and bounds at
Fawkner Leisure Centre

What does 47,000 tiles look like?

Like the inside of our new 50-metre
outdoor pool at Fawkner Leisure
Centrel

The new pool is part of the $36.8
million redevelopment of Fawkner
Leisure Centre, which is continuing
to take shape.

The redeveloped aquatic and leisure
centre will be more accessible and
environmentally friendly, giving people
of all ages and abilities across the
diverse community a place to have fun,
be active and improve health.

Responding to community feedback
about what you'd like to see at the
centre, we're building a new outdoor
pool, extending the gym and making
new program spaces.

Recent works include the laying of the
whopping 47,000 tiles in the 50-metre
outdoor pool shell, within freshly
landscaped grounds. A new children’s
water-play pool is also being built.

Works inside the building are taking
shape too, including a welcoming
reception and café lounge area to catch
up with friends.

We're excited that this is an all-electric
site, aligning with Merri-bek Council’s
zero carbon objectives.

The new and improved Fawkner
Leisure Centre is scheduled to re-open
for Summer 2024-25 and we can’'t wait
to welcome you there.

Stay up to date with the all the
works at @ conversations.merri-bek.
vic.gov.au/fawkner-leisure-centre-
refurbishment
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A new cultural heart

People across Merri-bek will soon have a new gathering place
to connect and get involved in a range of exciting arts and
culture programs.

We're transforming 33 Saxon Street, Brunswick into a cultural
and community hub, providing a creative and inspiring shared
space for everyone.

Located in the heart of Brunswick, the $30.5 million
transformation will build on the area’s long and proud history
as a thriving artistic community.

Between 2016 and 2022, we partnered with These Are The
Projects We Do Together, who managed the existing site
and brought it to life as 'Siteworks'.

The Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation has helped develop the design of this new hub to
create a place that will support First Nations culture and heritage.
First Nations contemporary art gallery, Blak Dot Gallery, will
return as operator of the new gallery at the space.

This significant redevelopment is part of our dedication to
meeting the needs of our growing community by building

a facility that provides Maternal and Child Health services,
multipurpose community rooms, commercial office spaces,

and improved connection to the Brunswick Baths. We're also
investing in welcoming and affordable spaces for creatives and
artists, new green space and much more.

The new hub will be a gathering place for individuals, families,
and organisations to take part in interactive experiences and form
meaningful connections.

Construction is expected to finish by the end of 2024. We look
forward to seeing you there!

The naming poll has been extended!

At the May Council meeting, Council decided to re-open
voting to give the community more time to vote on a new
name for the Saxon Street hub.

Thank you to everyone who voted in March and April 2024.
Voting has been extended until 5pm Thursday 18 July 2024.

If you have already voted for a name your vote will still count.
You do not need to vote again.

Cast your vote for the hub's new name at
© conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/33-Saxon-Street
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Join the conversation on the
decisions that matter to you!

Conversations Merri-bek is our online home
for community engagement.

Here you can join the conversation on projects
like naming the Saxon Street community and
cultural hub, naming of a new Park Close to
Home on Frith Street, Brunswick, and a range
of other park and playground upgrades.

Sign up to get the latest consultation and

project updates delivered straight to your inbox.

Your feedback helps us make the best possible
decisions for Merri-bek's diverse community.

Head online to join conversations about
Council activities that affect you at
© conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au

You can stand for Council

Are you passionate about helping your
community? Then now is the time to consider
running as a candidate for the October 2024
local government elections.

Prospective Merri-bek candidates are
encouraged to register for a 'Stand for Council'
information session being hosted by the
Municipal Association of Victoria. The in-person
and online session will provide valuable insight
into being a Councillor and the election process
for prospective candidates.

When: Thursday 18 July 2024
6.30pm to 8.30pm
(in-person check-in 6pm to 6.30pm)

Where: Town Hall Broadmeadows,
10 Dimboola Rd, Broadmeadows

Find out more information or register for
this upcoming information session at
© mav.asn.au

Celebrating community achievements

Help us celebrate those who have made a difference in
our community through their outstanding service and
commitment.

Our Merri-bek Community Awards are now open for 2024!
Nominate an individual or group in 10 categories.

Nominations close Monday 5 August.

Submit your nominations online at
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/merri-bek-awards

Or visit one of our 3 customer service centres or
any Merri-bek library to fill out a nomination form.
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NORTH EAST WARD

(@ In Progress

Parker Reserve Pavilion upgrade,
Coburg North

We are upgrading Parker Reserve
Pavilion in Coburg North to be a
facility our entire community can
enjoy.

People visiting and using this
pavilion will benefit from new
accessible toilets, upgraded
changing rooms and amenities
and more.

Construction is underway and
is expected to be complete in
June 2024.
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Moomba Park Wetland, Fawkner
We've created a new park
wetland - treating stormwater
and providing habitat for the
threatened Growling Grass Frog.
We've also built walking tracks, a
viewing platform and interpretive
educational signage so people can
learn about water, wetlands and
local wildlife.

NORTH EAST WARD

- Mayor Cr Adam Pulford
0417 835 793
APulford@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

"% Cr Sue Bolton

}v 0417 583 664

: SBolton@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
Cr Annalivia Carli Hannan
0418 263 525
ACarliHannan@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Cr Helen Pavlidis-Mihalakos
0409 200 418
HPavlidisM@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

NORTH WEST WARD

Rayner Reserve Pavilion,

Oak Park

We want our sports and
recreation facilities to be places
our entire community can enjoy.

As part of this, we are upgrading
Rayner Reserve Pavilion, Oak
Park. People using the pavilion
will benefit from new accessible
toilets, upgraded changing rooms
and amenities and more.

Construction began in March
and is expected to be complete
inJune 2024.

Lighting up local sports fields,
Raeburn Reserve

We're working on lighting
upgrades at our local sports
grounds. Well-lit sports grounds
help more people take partin
sports and physical activity, safely.

Look out for our lighting upgrade
works at Raeburn Reserve, Pascoe
Vale, and more.

NORTH WEST WARD

Cr Helen Davidson
0403 709 948
HDavidson@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Cr Monica Harte
0437 019 401
MHarte@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Cr Angelica Panopoulos
0417 854 518
APanopoulos@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Cr Oscar Yildiz
0413 850 357
OYildiz@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
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SOUTH WARD
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In Progress

A Park Close to Home at Frith
Street, Brunswick

We're building a new park at
14 Frith Street. Responding
to community feedback, we're
making sure there are plenty
of native trees and plants, a
basketball half-court and
much more.

(@ In Progress
L .

Lighting up local sports fields,
Allard Park

We're working on lighting
upgrades at our local sports
grounds. Well-lit sports grounds
encourage participation in sports
and physical activity, reducing
safety concerns and making
sports grounds more accessible.

Look out for our lighting upgrade
works at Allard Park, Brunswick
East, and more.

For more works in your area
visit: © merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
currentprojects

SOUTH WARD
3 Deputy Mayor Cr Lambros Tapinos
\ 0433 419 075
- LTapinos@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
/ . Cr James Conlan
'~ 0409 279 335
JConlan@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
‘l‘\ Cr Mark Riley
4, 0499 807 044
¥ MRiley@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Your local Councillors
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Steve and Caterina in Coburg.

High-vis hero

Last month, Coburg resident Caterina had a fall
in her driveway, breaking her arm in 2 places.

Thankfully, Steve, a Merri-bek Waste Truck
Driver with Citywide, was on his collection route
and noticed her. He stopped his truck and took
Caterina to her neighbours, making sure she
was looked after.

At the end of his shift, Steve even drove back
to check on her.

Caterina’s daughter recently reached out to us
to express her gratitude to Steve, saying, “If he
hadn’t stopped, Mum would have been lying
there waiting for someone to help.”

Caterina couldn't be more thankful for Steve's
kindness: a perfect example of how the
Merri-bek community steps up to look after
one another.

So from all of us across the community: thank
you, Steve. As one person commented on our
Facebook post about the event, “The world
needs more people like you.”

Subscribe to the Merri-bek
My Merri-bek

e-newsletter
Be the first to hear about
projects, events and initiatives |

happening in your local area.
Have your say, and more.

Merri-bek
City Council

Locked Bag 10, Brunswick VIC 3056
03 9240 1111 © merri-bek.vic.gov.au

s Harvest at Mulberry Community Garden.
Image provided by Sustainability Victoria. § ‘I
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We're putting your food and
garden waste to good use!

Do you know what happens to your food and garden
waste after you've put it in your green bin?
It gets turned into compost!

Your food and garden waste is taken to the Veolia
composting facility just north of Melbourne.

It is then sorted and processed creating nutrient rich
compost. This compost is used by Victorian farmers
and community gardens across Merri-bek to grow
our food.

Local community gardens like Pentridge Community
Garden and Mulberry Community Garden in Glenroy
are vital community spaces.

Mulberry Community Garden member Erin loves
working in the community garden and growing
produce.

“We just like to share it with the community, because
that’s what it’s all about!”

Unfortunately, some residents put their food and
garden waste into a plastic or compostable bag before
placing it in the green bin. This can contaminate food
and garden waste. It can also cause major problems
at the processing facility and lowers the quality of the
compost produced.

Please place food scraps and garden waste into your
green bin loose. If you would like to wrap them before
placing in your bin, use newspaper or paper towel.
This makes sure our local and Victorian farmers have
access to the best quality compost to grow food for
us to eat.

Watch how Pentridge Community Garden uses your
food and garden waste to grow veggies by visiting
©merri-bek.vic.gov.au/wheredoesFOGOgo

Do you have feedback on Merri-bek Community News?
Email us at @ info@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Merri-bek Community News is printed on 100% recycled
carbon neutral paper made from post-consumer waste
using biodegradable vegetable-based inks.




