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Dog Walking in Merri-bek pilot
Spotlight on Balam Balam Place

Recognising our community heroes

Ezgi and her dog Ollie love visiting their local
park to get some fresh air and exercise.

md Councnl mformatwn in your Ianguage

M il & = W LS

" ™ Italian | Italiano | Arablc | &€ | Greek | s)\)\nvma : Urdu | JJJ\ LNepall | ﬁ'cl'l?'ﬁ Hindi | 1%?&

§ -J
g "‘A'.‘n-—’-r WU T R T T T TR T e BT

} ; Turkish | Turkge I Slmpllﬁed Chinese | EFS( * Spanish | Espanol ! Vietnamese | Tleng Viét

Fa b A‘ - x237

® ¥




Message from the Mayor
Council Plan update

Services in your language
Sharing our parks

Reducing landfill waste

Your rates explained

Support for older residents
Featuring Balam Balam Place
Merri-bek Community Awards
Parking Fines Refund Scheme
Support for businesses

Free graffiti removal kits
Works in your area

Event calendar

Merri-bek City Council acknowledges the
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin
Nation as the traditional custodians of the
lands and waterways in the area now known
as Merri-bek, and pays respect to their Elders
past, present, as well as to all First Nations
communities, who significantly contribute

to the life of the area.
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Merri-bek Community News is printed
on 100% recycled carbon neutral paper
made from post-consumer waste using
biodegradable vegetable-based inks.

Disclaimer: Information and events contained in

this publication are current at the time of printing.
Subsequent changes to events/information may
occur. Although the publication may be of assistance
to you, Merri-bek City Council does not guarantee
that it is without flaw of any kind or is wholly
appropriate for your particular purposes. Council and
its employees do not accept any responsibility, and
indeed expressly disclaim any liability, for any loss or
damage, whether direct or consequential, suffered by
any person as the result of or arising from reliance on
any information contained in the publication.

©AIl applicable copyrights reserved for Merri-bek
City Council. Except for any uses permitted under the
Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of this publication
may be reproduced in any manner or in any medium
(whether electronic or otherwise) without the express
permission of Merri-bek City Council. This document
is also available as a PDF file on Merri-bek’s website
at @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au. We care about the
environment. Merri-bek Community News is printed
on 100% recycled carbon neutral paper made

from post-consumer waste using biodegradable
vegetable-based inks.

Message from our Mayor

Cr Helen Davidson

Hi everyone,

I’'m excited to share with you this edition of Merri-bek Community
News, which is full of important services that make a significant
difference in the lives of many people in our community, from our
youngest residents to our oldest, and even to our pets!

As our community is growing, so too is the number of dogs that
have found loving homes in Merri-bek. This is why, in consultation
with our community, we are piloting some ways to ensure our
outdoor spaces are welcoming and safe for everyone, including
our pets. To read more about the ‘Dog Walking in Merri-bek’
project, turn to page 6.

Supporting our older residents is a vitally important service that
Council provides for our community. Turn to page 7 to read an
update on our Aged Care and Community Support services and
the advocacy we are doing to retain them.

Located in the heart of Brunswick, the newly opened creative

and community precinct Balam Balam Place is already a thriving
hub. The $30 million precinct represents a major investment into
our community, reflecting our commitment to provide vibrant and
inclusive public spaces across our municipality. You can read more
about Balam Balam Place on page 8.

You can also read about Council’s free graffiti removal kits —
yes, they are free! - and the support that we provide for
businesses on page 10.

Despite the cold weather, there’s so much happening across
Merri-bek! I'd encourage you to find a cosy spot, grab a warm
drink, and enjoy this edition of Merri-bek Community News!

Speak with us in your language ()

METREZTIESRE NER,
}E30 2 9280 0750

Per maggiori informazioni nella tua
lingua, chiama il numero 9280 1911

Para saber mas en tu idioma
llama al 9280 1916

Ma va pdbete meploodTePA 0TN
YAWooa oag, kaAéote 1o 9280 1912

Sl eelziely o 3bl 38,md
9280 1913 (3L

DE tim hiéu thém bang ngdn ngir
cua ban, hdy goi 9280 1915

SO W F 31fie S & forg,
9280 1918 IR HId HY

= S Ble wse pxe 0L Gk
9280 1917 _,, 5 US ,

TUISDHT HTSTHT YT ST T,
9280 1910 HI Hd eI

Kendi dilinizde daha fazla bilgi
edinmek icin 9280 1914'G arayin

To speak with us in a
language not listed here,
please call 9280 1919

For more information visit merri-bek.vic.gov.au/your-language



An update on our Council Plan 2025-29

Councillors have been working hard to develop plans to reflect our
community’s aspirations. The Council Plan guides our work, decisions
and strategic direction over the next four years. It outlines how we will
turn the community-led Vision into a reality.

In February, a diverse 64-member community panel, including young
people, met over three days to discuss what the future of Merri-bek
could look like. They revised the Community Vision and presented it to
the Councillors.

The Councillors drafted the 4-year Council Plan in line with the
community aspirations that were outlined in the Community Vision.

The draft Council Plan (including the Community Vision and Municipal
Health and Wellbeing Plan), was available for public feedback in July.

The draft 10-year Asset Plan and draft 10-year Financial Plan were also
presented to Council in August and will be available for feedback on the
Merri-bek Conversations website.

Your feedback will be used to identify any gaps in the drafts and finetune
these strategic documents. The final Community Vision, 4-year Council
Plan, 10-year Asset Plan and 10-year Financial Plan will then be
presented at future Council Meetings for Councillors to consider adopting.

Many voices will have helped shape these Plans. Thank you to all who
contributed with their feedback and participation.

Learn more at @ conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/strategic-plans

Draft Council Plan Themes

Care for nature Healthy Beautiful Thriving Engaging and
and climate and inclusive and liveable economy responsible
resilience communities city and culture council

We are committed to ensuring our communications are accessible
to everyone in our community. If you require this issue of
Community News in an alternative format please contact us at

© communications@merri-bek.vic.gov.au or 9240 1111

Help us review
our Local Law

The Local Government Act gives
Victorian councils the power to
create local laws within their
municipality. Local Laws are
designed to protect and enhance
public health, safety and amenity
of the municipality and its
residents and visitors. Councils
use local laws to respond to
issues and community needs.

To find out more and to share
your feedback, keep an eye out
for our Local Law Review on
Conversations Merri-bek.

Caring for
dogs and cats

Thank you to everyone who
participated in the first round

of engagement, either online or
at a pop-up, on our Domestic
Animal Management Plan.

The draft plan will be available
on Conversations Merri-bek,

and at our libraries and customer
service centres from

15 September.

Follow the Conversations
Merri-bek page to receive
project updates.

Join conversations
on Council activities
that affect you

HES
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merri-bek.vic.gov.au
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Italian | Iltaliano

Did you know that you can get

help With counCil serVices Sapevi che puoi ricevere aiuto
o per i servizi del Comune nella
in your language? tua lingua?

e Chiama il 9280 1911 per
parlare con il personale del
Comune in italiano.

e Call our multilingual phone line on 9280 1919 to speak to
Council staff in your language.

You can also request an interpreter at any of our customer

) ) . e Puoi anche richiedere un
service centres or libraries.

interprete nei nostri centri
Contact us to request information in your language or in a servizi o biblioteche.

different format (for example, large print, Braille, Easy Read

and audio). We can organise this for free. o Al etz el e et

nella tua lingua o in un formato
diverso (stampa grande, Braille,
Easy Read, audio)? Contattaci.
Questo servizio & gratuito.

For more information in your language,
please scan the QR code or visit
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/your-language

Per maggiori informazioni,
scansiona il codice QR o visita:
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
your-language

Nepali | =4reit Turkish | Tiirkce Simplified Chinese | H3X

& quTderTs UTeT © foh dautdet 3T Belediye hizmetleri hakkinda EABIERILMER B CRIES RS

WTITHT TRkt QaTeedht kendi dilinizde yardim THEAR S5 R AR ENIS ?

eI W T Herg-o? alabileceginizi biliyor muydunuz?  « 437 9280 0750 » SHE T{E

o  AAUTGH HINTHT GRIhI 7T {2¢0 e Tiirkce konusmak icin 9280 A B REBIERIA °
2]80 HT i TR TRUTfcIehT 1914 numarasini arayarak o BARAUETMNNEIRS /LT
HHARIT T B belediye personeliyle EBEEROZFRRBS -

o T ETH1 AEh Wl S a1 gorusebilirsiniz. .+ MBERBUHMIESHED
QEAhIIIg AT Ui GIHTY SRt e Misteri hizmetleri (BIA0 KRR ~ BX ~ S1ERR
T eHgo | merkezlerimizde veya EM) REUER » BB AR

o & dUTSCTS 3TH HTNTHT T Hich kataphanelerimizde terciman A - BT R BN ERMES
ST (ST gelt 3MER, e, TRl talep edebilirsiniz. 15 -
TS, 31fSA) SThRT TATfe-? e Bilgiye kendi dilinizde veya BEZER  BRE T AERBEIH0E
BTHICITS T¥h gl at ¥a1 farkli bir formatta (biyiik yazi, 119G © © merri-bek.vic.gov.
fA:3[ech SucTsy | Braille, Kolay Okuma, sesli) mi au/your-language

Y SRR el QR &g W ihtiyaciniz var? Bize ulasin. Bu

nﬁ@?{mmﬁrm W“ﬁ%ﬁ{: hizmet Ucretsizdir.

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/ Daha fazla bilgi icin QR kodunu

your-language tarayin veya web sitemizi ziyaret

edin: ® merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
your-language



Arabic | U<

Y

ole Jamall elisay ail plai’ Jo

Oloas Hlin sacluno

Sulialy Gl

a2l 9280 1913 @)l Lle Juail
0o duyell dalll ooy Calbge go

Bhho 9 p2pio b Ll liSay o
L5liSo 9 of sdasll doss

ol iy Ologlas Ll zliss Jo o
ol 8yusll deliball Jio dnuuro diuas
.Easy read - agall dlgull yoguaill

i LaLod duilowe doasl 03 Ly Juail

30y e chiSoy wlogleall (o 20l

Liedg0 8)Ly) ol deyyundl doliwwl

(QR) g sIl

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
your-language

Spanish | Espanol

:Sabia que puede obtener
ayuda con los servicios del
Ayuntamiento en su idioma?

e Llame al 9280 1916 para
hablar con el personal del
Ayuntamiento en espanol.

e También puede solicitar un
intérprete en cualquiera de
nuestros centros de atencion
al cliente o bibliotecas.

e ;Necesita informacion en
su idioma o en un formato
diferente (letras grandes,
Braille, lectura facil, audio)?
Contactenos. Este servicio es
gratuito.

Para mas informacion, por favor
escanee el codigo QR o visite
nuestro sitio web: @ merri-bek.vic.
gov.au/your-language

Greek | eAAnvika

FN'vwpideTte 611 pTTOPEiITE VO AdBETE

BoRBeia amré Tov Ao oTn

YAwooa oag;

* KaAéoTe 10 9280 1912 yia va
MIAAOETE YE TO TTPOCWTTIKO TOU
AApou oTa eAANVIKA.

» MrTropeite €mmiong va nTrHoeTe
dlEpUNVEQ OTA KEVTPO
€EUTTNPETNONG TTEAATWV 1 OTIG
BiIBAIOBNKEG pOG.

* O¢AeTe TANPOPOpPIEG OTN YAwooa

00G ] 0€ BIAPOPETIKA HOPPH
(MeyaAa ypdupoTa, MTTpdly,
Easy Read, nxnTiké apxeio);

EmkoivwvAoTe padi pag. AuTto gival

owpeav.

MNa TepIo0OTEPES TTANPOYPOPIEG,
oapwaTe Tov Kwdikd QR R

emokepOeite: @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au/

your-language

Vietnamese | Tiéng Viét

Ban cé biét rang ban cé thé nhan
dudc sy giup da véi Dich vu cua
Héi déng bang ngén ngi cha
ban khong?

e G0i 9280 1915 dé ndi chuyén
véi nhan vién Hoi déng bang
tiéng Viét.

e Ban ciing cé thé yéu ciu thdng
dich vién tai cac trung tam dich
vu khach hang hoac thu vién
clia chung toi.

e Ban can théng tin bang ngén
ng( clia ban hodc theo mot
dinh dang khac (in chir I18n, chit
ndi Braille, Doc D&, 4m thanh)?
Hay lién hé vdi ching t6i. Dich
vu nay mién phi.

Dé biét thém thdng tin, vui long
quét ma QR hoac truy cap trang
web cla ching t6i: © merri-bek.
vic.gov.au/your-language

Urdu | $2)

Baclua o Jguanl) dliCay 4df alai cuiS Ja
Selinly (ulaal) cilaadd

A S S G ) .
9280 1917 -L2 S JS

D Gy S g (S o e e
Gl 5253 (S pa e o e s Y b

0 Ses S

Sy e S S
S 6 e e en 63) Sue b

2 € 2 s (oS e glaa (e (55
- i (g s g oS ~dal )

?)S ol g‘j é Glaslee 330 QR '3}5
ol oy il cuy ol b (o S Sl
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
your-language

Hindi | &<r

T 319 S ¢ foh 3 3rg=ft e

H Frfaa Aarsil @ Heg urd &=

Thd &?

o 3 & a1d A & fAw 9280
1918 TR hid hr|

o 3T EHR UTEH TdT hal AT
gEdeRTerd § off Ueh gHTivaT et
ST Y Tehd &1

o TR 3TYHh! 3T oTST | T fohedt
3] YRSy (3! BUTS, s, ST
Ters, 3iifsal) # SRt a1igu?
BUY TUh e | I 9T U 8l

3ifdeh STHeRT & felT Huan e

IS Th he IT AR daUTSE TR SITU:

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/

your-language
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Elizabeth and her dog Molly love getting out
and about in Merri-bek's parks.

Sharing our parks
with people, pets
and nature

From March to May this

year, Council ran community
engagement for the ‘Dog Walking
in Merri-bek’ pilot program, which
is designed to find better ways to
share our parks and reserves with
dogs, dog-walkers and others.

We thank the more than 1800
residents who shared their ideas
and perspectives through surveys,
in-person events, meetings with
community members and through
emails and submissions. Those
who responded shared their
desire for our public spaces to feel
safe, accessible and welcome to
every Merri-bek resident.

Key themes among the replies
were responsible dog ownership
(keeping dogs under effective
control and picking up after your
dog), enforcement of rules and
the importance of dog-walking
to physical and psychological
wellbeing. The project team
made some changes to the initial
proposal to reflect your ideas, and
we are now implementing the
changes across the 8 pilot parks.

You can tell us your feedback on
these changes until December,
for more information visit

© conversations.merri-bek.vic.
gov.au/dog-walking

Meet Sajid -
his household’s
FOGO fixer

Fawkner’s Sajid Nazir puts his family’s
food waste into their beloved FOGO bin.

Fawkner’s Sajid Nazir JP and
his family are among thousands
of households who are making
the most of Council’s move

to weekly food and garden

organics (FOGO) bin collections.

Sajid, who lives with his wife
and two children, has found

a simple system that works

for his family. They keep their
kitchen caddy on the benchtop
and empty it into the FOGO bin
every few days — no liners, just
loose food scraps.

“It's my job at home to empty
the kitchen caddy into the
FOGO bin,” Sajid says.

."....Q.'.' "".vav.:.:"
AASEYOOCINRARANS
PO S ¥
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“I feel good knowing our food
waste is being turned into
compost instead of going to
landfill. It only takes a little effort,
and it’s helped reduce waste in
our rubbish bin.”

Remember, plastic bags and food
packaging do not belong in the
FOGO bin in Merri-bek, even if the
bags are labelled as compostable.
Many households find it helpful

to line the bottom of their kitchen
caddy with newspaper or paper
towel instead.

Learn what goes in your FOGO
bin ® merri-bek.vic.gov.au/fogo

We're trialling a new way to reduce waste

It is costing more and more to send waste to landfill, so reducing
what we put in our rubbish bins is more important than ever
before. By using the Food and Garden Organics (FOGO) and
recycling services correctly, we can divert waste from landfill.
This will decrease the amount of money paid to the Victorian
Government’s landfill waste levy, with cost savings for Merri-bek

ratepayers.

That's why we are trialling fortnightly rubbish bin collections in
two areas of Merri-bek — parts of Hadfield, and Brunswick and

Brunswick West.

Council is working with households and businesses in the trial
areas to put more food and garden items into weekly FOGO
bins, instead of rubbish bins. Processing food and garden waste
costs less than taking waste to landfill — and it creates valuable
compost. We are supporting families in the trial areas to find
the right sized bin for them, taking into account needs such as
nappies, larger households and medical waste.

More than 20 other Victorian councils have already moved to
fortnightly rubbish collections. In 2026, Council will consider
what we learned from this trial and whether or not to transition
our rubbish service to fortnightly collections.

You can find out more about the trial by visiting
© conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/rubbish-trial
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What are Council rates
and how are they used?

Every time you step outside, you're seeing Council
at work, from roads, footpaths and streetlights to
sporting facilities, libraries, aged care and more.

Council rates are paid by property owners every year
to fund these essential services, provided by Council
to keep our neighbourhoods safe, clean,

and connected.

How are your rates calculated? First, we work out
how much it costs to fund all services across Merri-
bek for the year.

Then, we total up the value of all rateable properties
in the area. Dividing the total cost of services by this
total property value gives us what is called the ‘rate
in the dollar’.

Next, your individual property’s value is multiplied by
this ‘rate in the dollar’ to work out your share.

Additional charges are also collected on behalf of
the State Government, and waste and recycling
collection costs are added to your final bill.

Your rates help make sure your local area is
supported, maintained, and ready for the future.
They fund the roads we drive on, the services we rely
on, and the places we all enjoy, making Merri-bek the
great place it is to live.

If you'd like to find out more,
©visit merri-bek.vic.gov.au/rates

Subscribe to My Merri-bek
eNewsletter

Want to receive news and updates
straight to your inbox?

Council provides help for older people to remain in their homes
for longer.

Advocating for our
aged care services

Did you know that more than 13% of people in
Merri-bek are aged over 657

Council delivers high-quality in-home aged

care services to our older residents thanks

to Federal Government funding through the
Commonwealth Home Support Program (CHSP).

The services we offer include in-home support,
delivered meals, home maintenance, transport
services, and social groups. These services allow
older community members to maintain their
independence and stay in their homes for longer.

Council provides high standards of care and
support for some of the most vulnerable older
members of our community. Our staff provide
more than just a service, they also develop
trusting relationships with residents and are an
important social connection for people who often
live alone.

The Federal Government has committed to
extending the CHSP to at least July 2027,
however the longer-term future of this program
is uncertain.

We call on the Government to recognise

the program’s important role in caring for
older community members and to commit to
continuing funding the CHSP permanently.

For more information about our services and
your eligibility, visit @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
olderpeople or call My Aged Care for a referral
on 1800 200 422.
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Kamilaroi artist Reko Rennie's mural 'Always', featuring colours of the Aboriginal flag, pays tribute to the Traditional Owners of the land on which

Council built Balam Balam Place.

Balam Balam Place: the new home of creativity and community

If you haven't visited Balam Balam
Place in Brunswick yet, finding
the entrance is simple — just look
for the big, colourful mural by
Kamilaroi artist Reko Rennie.

The new $30 million cultural and
community hub nurtures local
creatives, provides welcoming
spaces for community groups, and
facilitates workshops and events
for all ages.

Since it opened in March, more
than 11,000 people have visited
the site, says precinct manager
Joseph Norster.

“Much like Merri-bek, visitors of
Balam Balam Place come from
all walks of life, all corners of the
globe,” Joseph said.

“Balam Balam Place is more
than just a building, it’s a vibrant
space where creativity meets
community."

"We're proud to welcome
everyone and watch this hub
grow into a true heart

of Brunswick.”

The Home Economics Coffee
Shop is a great spot to grab a
snack and stay caffeinated, the
First Nations Blak Dot Gallery
features must-see art exhibitions,
and green outdoor spaces are
bathed in sunshine.

There are affordable shared desks
for use any day of the week,
perfect for freelancers, remote
workers, or anyone who wants

a change of scenery. And there’s
plenty to look forward to with the
Summer Program for 2025-26
adding lots of free events and
activities for everyone to enjoy.

Want to find out more or see
what's happening at Balam Balam
Place?

Visit @ balambalamplace.com.au




The Merri-bek Community Awards are a great way to recognise
people's contributions to our community.

Nominations are open for the
Merri-bek Community Awards

Do you know a person or project making a
difference in Merri-bek?

Help us shine a light on the individuals, groups
and organisations who help make our community
stronger, more inclusive, creative and sustainable.

From dedicated volunteers and young
changemakers to cultural leaders and
sustainability champions, the Merri-bek
Community Awards recognise outstanding
contributions made over the past 12 months.

There are 10 award categories:

e Community event of the year

e Collaborative partnerships award

e Contribution to arts and culture award
e Contribution to sports award

e Youth contribution award

e Environmental sustainability
achievement award

e Volunteer of the year award
e Honouring women in Merri-bek award
e Access and inclusion

e Lisa Bellear award for contribution
to reconciliation activities

Anyone who lives, works, studies, plays
or volunteers in Merri-bek is eligible.

Nominations close at 5pm on Monday
1 September.

Submit your nomination by collecting a form from
your local Merri-bek library or Civic Centre or
online: ® merri-bek.vic.gov.au/merri-bek-awards

Parking Fines Refund Scheme
now open

Council has now launched the Parking Fines Refund
Scheme for eligible motorists.

As we announced on 17 June 2025, Council is
committed to fixing the historical administrative error
where some parking fines for 11 minor infringement
types were charged the full penalty unit without a
formal Council resolution to do so.

Motorists who received a parking fine between

1 July 2013 to 11 June 2025 for the 11 minor types
of parking fines below, can apply for a refund of the
overcharged amount.

The 11 types of parking fines affected are:

1. Overstaying a green sign (Parked for period
longer than indicated)

Parked fail to pay and obey instructions on sign
Stopped contrary to a No Parking sign

Parked not completely within a parking bay
Stopped on a bicycle parking area

Stopped on a motor bike parking area

Parked contrary to requirement of parking area

Parked not at an angle of 45 degrees

© © N O~ WD

Parked not at an angle of 90 degrees

[EY
o

. Parked long vehicle exceed minimum
number of bays

11. Parked wide vehicle exceed minimum
number of bays

This scheme will be available for 12 months, until
2 July 2026, to allow eligible motorists to apply for
a refund of the overcharged amount.

HO

To find out more, please visit
® merri-bek.vic.gov.au/parking-fines-
refund-scheme or scan the QR code.



News in brief

Supporting our children,
young people and families

Council is developing a new four-year plan
to support children, young people and
families in Merri-bek. We want every child
to have a strong start, feel safe, succeed

in education and to have opportunities to
participate and thrive in our community.
We're asking community members about
their biggest challenges and where there
might be gaps in support for new parents,
infant health, services for young people, and
access to health, education and recreation.
You can fill out our survey by visiting

© conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Helping people help others

Homelessness Week falls in August, and
Council has developed a Homelessness
Strategy to prioritise human rights and
offer more practical help. You can find

new resources on how to help people
experiencing homelessness including a
downloadable information guide by visiting
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/homelessness

Our libraries are books and more

Everyone knows that libraries have books,
but did you also know that Merri-bek
Libraries members can also access all kinds
of great online resources such as music,
movies and online newspapers? Members
can learn more than 70 languages through
the Mango Languages website, watch
movies through Kanopy and Beamafilm,

or read ebooks and audiobooks through
Borrowbox and Libby. You can also
entertain the kids with videos of Australian
storytellers reading books through StoryBox
Library. Go to your library or check out our
website for more information.

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/libraries

What permits do | need for
my business?

Thinking of starting or growing a business?
Council is here to make it easier.

With local knowledge and practical insights, we
support businesses at every stage, from navigating
Council processes, identifying what permits you
need, connecting you with retail and trader support
programs, to help you open your doors sooner.

We can also recommend upcoming events and
workshops, help you explore industry growth and
investment opportunities and link you into visitor
economy initiatives and business referrals.

To learn more, follow us on:
f @businessmerribek @business_merri_bek

visit ® merri-bek.vic.gov.au/business-permit-finder
or callus on 8311 4131.

J
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Help to remove graffiti - for free

Council is responsible for keeping our public spaces
clean by removing graffiti from public toilets,
playgrounds, street furniture, footpaths, bridges,

and all Council-owned and managed property. In
partnership with the Department of Justice, weekend
graffiti removal and paint-overs are happening
regularly across our community.

Did you know that if graffiti occurs on your home or
business, free graffiti removal kits and paint vouchers
are available. These kits work on most surfaces, and
removing graffiti quickly helps prevent repeat tagging.

To remove your unwanted graffiti, pick up your free kit
today from any Customer Service location. For more
information visit @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au/graffiti

Scan the QR code to hear more from the Mayor on our
graffiti removal kits.



Works in your area © merri-bek.vic.gov.au/currentprojects

(@ In Progress

Playground upgrades, New energy-efficient lighting, Lines and signs for better safety,
Tate Park, Pascoe Vale Dunstan Reserve, Brunswick Louisa Street, Coburg

Park upgrade works will soon West Minor line-marking and sign
commence following community Council has spent $330,000 works in the laneway next to
consultation. The upgrades will upgrading light towers at the the Louisa Street car park are
make Tate Park a more inviting sports field with new energy- now complete. This work was
place to spend some quality quiet efficient LED lighting. This new in addition to the car park re-
time, or a place to visit with family ~ design complies with Australian sheeting, which was delivered
or friends. The small playground is ~ Standards and helps us stop in 2024. These $239,000
dated and will be removed. Locals  lights from staying on beyond improvements better meet
can still enjoy play area facilities at ~ operating hours and from spilling the needs of businesses in the
Esselmont Reserve. onto nearby properties. area and address road safety

requirements.

(® Completed i (© Completed

Upgrading park facilities, Road reconstruction and Reserve drainage improvement
Joe Mallia Reserve, Oak Park planting, McPherson Street, works, Gowanbrae Court,

The refreshed park space at Joe Coburg Gowanbrae

Mallia Reserve in Oak Park now The nature strips have been A recently completed $270,000
has extra park furniture, including planted with native species that drainage construction project

a picnic setting. We have also will flourish and strengthen at Gowanbrae Court helps with
retained the heritage seat in the biodiversity. Works in this street better flood management. It
$37,000 works. Now that the also included road reconstruction includes the upgrade of new
weather has changed, we will be and drainage upgrades and drainage pipes and pits.
planting more new garden beds present a total value of $448,000.

to be ready for spring.
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Event calendar

Chatty Cafe at Glenroy Library
Craving a conversation? Head to
Glenroy to chat over a cuppa and
make a friend or two. Chatty Cafe
brings the community together
for friendly conversation, English
practice and social connection.
No booking is required, and
refreshments are provided. For
more information, call Glenroy
Library on 8311 4100 or

email libraryevents@merri-bek.
vic.gov.au

Contact us before the event if you
have any access requirements to
fully participate.

When: Fridays, 11am to 12:30pm
Where: Glenroy Library,

50 Wheatsheaf Road, Glenroy

y T4égge

Turkish/Nepalese Storytime
Enjoy stories, songs and crafts
for children in Turkish or Nepali,
at Glenroy Library. For more
information call Glenroy Library
on 8311 4100 or email
libraryevents@merri-bek.
vic.gov.au

Turkish Storytime: 10:30am
Thursday, 4 September
Thursday, 2 October

Nepali Storytime: 6:30pm
Wednesday, 20 August

Wednesday, 3 and 17 September
Wednesday, 1 and 15 October

Where: Glenroy Library,
50 Wheatsheaf Road, Glenroy

Merri-bek
City Council

AT

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/exploring-merri-bek/events

Heavy body history: Merri-bek
Collection and Recent Works
Curated by Maya Hodge, a proud
Lardil curator and writer, heavy
body history highlights the
power of art to disrupt colonial
narratives, honour bloodlines,
and inspire future generations.
The exhibition draws connections
among pieces from the Merri-bek
Art Collection and other works.
This exhibit runs from Saturday
9 August 2025 to Sunday

26 October 2025.

When: 11am to 5pm Wednesday
to Saturday, and 1pm to 5pm on
Sundays

Where: Counihan Gallery,
233 Sydney Road (inside
Brunswick Town Hall), Brunswick

Providing local businesses with
business skills workshops and
networking sessions

Did you know Merri-bek runs

a regular program of business
workshops? We're finalising
topics for 2025-26, so look out for
workshops focused on enhancing
your business, such as using Al
for businesses, digital marketing
and making your business more
sustainable. The workshops are
suitable for all experience levels,
so come learn, connect and thrive!

To see the resources available
for events and networking,
visit @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Connections and Neighbourhood
Programs for over 65s

Council offers a range of
opportunities to enrich the

lives of older people.

Social connections and activities
create perfect opportunities to
move more, communicate and
enjoy life better. Participation
requires a referral through
MyAgedCare. The Lively
Intergenerational Program pairs
older people with helpers aged
18-25, promoting companionship
and practical assistance.

Council also has more than

70 senior citizens groups from
diverse cultural and linguistic
backgrounds. For details contact
Aged and Community Support on
9240 2302.

Short Fiction Reading Group

at Fawkner Library

Are you looking for a book club
but don't have the time for a
whole book? Join the short fiction
reading group at Fawkner Library.
Each month group members read
a different short story at home
and discuss it in the library. The
texts cover a variety of topics,
genres and authors. Discussions
cover what the group liked, didn't
like and what the stories made
them think about. Printed copies
of stories are available at Fawkner
Library or online. Call 9355 4200
to register your interest.

When: 10:30am-11:30am,
third Thursday of each month

Where: Fawkner Library,
Jukes Road, Fawkner



