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Disclaimer

Information and events contained in this
publication are current at the time of printing.
Subsequent changes to events/information
may occur. Although the publication may be of
assistance to you, Merri-bek City Council does
not guarantee that it is without flaw of any
kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular
purposes. It and its employees do not accept
any responsibility, and indeed expressly
disclaim any liability, for any loss or damage,
whether direct or consequential, suffered by
any person as the result of or arising from
reliance on any information contained in the
publication.

© All applicable copyrights reserved for Merri-
bek City Council. Except for any uses permitted
under the Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part
of this publication may be reproduced in any
manner or in any medium (whether electronic
or otherwise) without the express permission
of Merri-bek City Council. This document is
also available as a PDF file on Merri-bek’s
website at merri-bek.vic.gov.au. We care
about the environment. Merri-bek Community
News is printed on 100% recycled carbon
neutral paper made from post consumer waste
using biodegradable vegetable based inks.
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Cr Angelica Panopoulos

Meet the Mayor

Our new Mayor Angelica Panopoulos was elected on Tuesday
29 November 2022 and will serve for the next 12 months.
Learn a bit more about what she has in store for the next year.

What's the best thing about living in Merri-bek?

The people! | love that we have such an engaged community who
care deeply about where they live, work and socialise. Over my
time on Council, I've met so many amazing people who inspire me
and make me optimistic about the future. It reassures me that our
community and Council are aligned — we're all working towards a
future that is more inclusive, open and sustainable.

What do you like doing on weekends?

My weekends are usually filled with preparing for the upcoming
Council week! When not working, | really enjoy seeing my friends
and trying out new cafes, restaurants and bars with them. My
Sunday morning tradition, regardless of what else is going on, is
watching Insiders on the ABC.

Where is your favourite place in Merri-bek?

The Council Chamber, of course! But seriously, the Moonee Ponds
Creek is somewhere that | love being and seeing it transform over
recent years with increased investment in the area is incredible.
There’s still more to go in terms of naturalisation works and getting
rid of the concrete, but | have such fond memories of the Creek as
a child and still enjoy going for long walks there.

What do you hope to achieve as Mayor of Merri-bek?

| have a few priority areas, which include continuing advocacy on
the safe access over Bell St Bridge campaign, pushing to expand
the naturalisation project along the Moonee Ponds Creek and
rapidly expanding our bike and pedestrian infrastructure to enable
more people to use active modes of transport. | also want to speak
with more young people with an interest in Council and increase
awareness of what we do and how people can get involved!
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Vacant Shop Grant
Program now open

Are you a small business owner who's been thinking
about setting up a physical shop?

The Merri-bek Vacant Shop Grant Program is a great
initiative from Council. It offers grants up to $10,000
to creatives, entrepreneurs and small businesses
who enter a lease for a vacant, ground floor or
street-facing space within a shopping strip in
Merri-bek. Applicants must meet other requirements
and can use the grant funds to subsidise rent, setup
and other costs.

Applications are now open. For information on
conditions, eligibility and how to apply, search
for Vacant Shop Grant at

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/business
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The BIG Summer Read is back!

This Summer, Merri-bek Libraries is inviting all our
junior members to participate in the 2022-2023
BIG Summer Read!

This state-wide challenge, run by Public Libraries
Victoria, encourages children and young people aged
0-18 to keep reading through the school holidays
and avoid the 'summer slide' — the loss of literacy
experienced over the long summer break if children
are not exposed to books or reading.

By using the Beanstack app to digitally log their
reading through December and January, children
can collect badges through completing smaller

MoreSpace exhibits local
talent across Merri-bek

If you've noticed the bright yellow and pink artwork
in vacant shopfronts across Merri-bek, you might
already be familiar with MoreSpace. It's a program
where we fill empty shops with art, craft and wares
created by local businesses. Each shop window is
shoppable with a QR code that will take you to the
business’s online shop.

o

Having a spot in a MoreSpace window on my
local shopping strip has given my artwork access
to community feedback that online selling hasn’t
been able to achieve,” says Olivia Floate, owner of
ceramics company Sausage Woman.

We've got MoreSpace sites in shopping strips across
all suburbs in Merri-bek. Find out more about the
program at @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au/business

Thursday, 1 Dec 22 — Tuesday, 31 Jan 23

challenges, and go in the draw to win BIG
a prize after logging 10-books. Slggg:jef

In conjunction with the state-wide BIG
Summer Read, Merri-bek Libraries will be
hosting school holiday activities, and offering
smaller, local prizes to junior library members
who complete the ten-book Beanstack
challenge.

For more information, chat to your
local library staff or visit
© plv.org.au/projects/big-summer-read




Stop right now,
thank you very
much!

We need more School
Crossing Supervisors! This is
the perfect role for people who
have a bit of spare time on
their hands and want to give
back to their community.

School Crossing Supervisors
work 7.5 hours a week,
helping community members
safely cross the road in school
zones.

If becoming a School Crossing
Supervisor sounds like a

job you’d be good at, check
out our website for more
information and how to apply
© applynow.net.au/jobs/
MOR399

Do you have any
feedback on Merri-bek

Community News?

Email us at
©info@merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Fawkner Leisure Centre refresh

We're excited to announce that the Fawkner Leisure Centre
will undergo a significant $36.8 million redevelopment —
with works starting in April this year.

We're making the centre more accessible, environmentally
friendly and providing increased options for all ages and
abilities to participate in a healthy and active lifestyle. We
did extensive community consultation and concept planning
for this development. A decision was then made based on
community feedback and project cost, to deliver the project
across 2 stages.

After Stage 1 is complete there will be:

» A new outdoor 50m pool, children’s pool,
and outdoor social spaces.

» A new spa, sauna and a steam room.

»  An extension of the gym, new program space
and separate cycle studio.

» Improved access to the reception, foyer,
and café lounge area.

Stage 2 which will kick off from 2026, will include warm
water program pool, an extension of changerooms, and
a new family change hub.

To create this fantastic new facility, the Fawkner Leisure
Centre will close on Thursday 6 April 2023.

During the works, you can remain healthy and active
throughout the Merri-bek municipality and neighbouring
Councils.

We aim to reopen Fawner Leisure Centre for the 2024-25
summer season.

Stay up to date at
© conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/FLC-build

Summer of fun

Stay active this holiday season
at your local leisure centre.

Fawkner
Leisure Centre

Summer is here and there are

so many ways to stay active,
healthy and happy in Merri-bek.
We recently launched The Active
Summer of Fun, a program of
fun, family-friendly and inclusive
events promoting community
connection.

Local residents Lily and Kim (our
front cover stars) stay active by
regularly visiting Fawkner Leisure
Centre.

Lily started going to the leisure
centre after a knee injury and
her doctor recommending it. She
has since fallen in love with the
community there, along with the
many benefits of staying active.

Kim, Lily’s husband, a keen tennis
player, also says the going to the
gym compliments his game while

also supporting a healthy lifestyle.

He encourages anyone thinking
about giving the gym a go to
remember you can start at any
age or stage.

o

“It's never too late to try,” he says.

“And the staff
are so welcoming. It's great.”

“We just love it,” Lily says, “the

staff are so supportive and helpful

—it's a real community.”

The Active Summer

of Fun aims to get the
whole family moving
with a range of events.

Active Summer of Fun Events 2>

Run and Swim
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Most of these events are
the cost of a casual visit to
the centre usually no extra
charge.

@ Coburg Olympic

In partnership with the Coburg Harriers 5y imming Pool

you can participate in a 1500m run
followed by a 200m swim. With four
events happening over summer you
can jump in for some fun or challenge

yourself and beat your times!

Tunes by the Pool
Hear from local artists
as you sit by the pool.

Inclusive Gym and Swim Night

One Sunday a
month between
November and
February

@ Oak Park Sports
and Aquatic Centre
Every Sunday in
February

® 3pm - 5pm

@ Brunswick Baths

To celebrate the LGBTQIA+ community Saturday 11

we are hosting an all inclusive Gym
and Swim Night, there will be classes,
performances, stalls and local service

providers to celebrate.

Food Truck Friday
Enjoy local food trucks by the pool,
lots on offer!

Superhero

Family Fun Day
Come dressed as your
favourite superhero
character and ready
for some fun games.
This is one thewhole
family can enjoy.

Pups by the Pool

Bring along your pooch for a fun day

in the sun.

More information

© active.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/news-events/active-summer-of-fun

February
© 5pm - 8pm

@ Coburg Olympic
Swimming Pool
Friday 17 February
© 4pm - 7pm

© Oak Park Sports
and Aquatic Centre
Saturday 4 March
® 12pm - 2pm

@ Fawkner Leisure
Centre

Sunday 22 January
® 11am-2pm

@ Pascoe Vale
Outdoor Pool
Sunday 19 March
® 11am - 3pm
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A new 4-bin waste service is coming to Merri-bek in July 2023

There will be changes to the number of bins you
have, the size of your bins, and how often they
are picked up.

The 4-bin service will help reduce waste sent to
landfill and improve the quality of recyclables in
Victoria.

From July 2023, you will need to sort your waste
into 4 different bins:

' Food and garden organics bin
(light-green lid) (© collected weekly

Mixed recycling bin (yellow lid)
(O collected every 2 weeks

. Glass recycling bin (purple lid)
(@O collected every 4 weeks

' General rubbish bin (red or dark green lid)
( will continue to be collected weekly

Your new bins will be delivered between
March and June 2023 in stages.

We understand that not all households have

room to store 4 bins. Most people living in units
and apartments will use shared bins with their
neighbours. Some residents will need to take their
glass bottles and jars to a glass recycling drop-off
point. We will mail you information if this affects
you in February.

The Victorian Government is standardising
household waste and recycling services across the
state. All Victorian council kerbside waste services
will move to a 4-bin system.

Small acts like sorting your waste into 4 bins can
make a big impact. By separating your waste into
4 bins, more of your recycling can be turned into
new things, like glass jars.

By putting your food scraps in the food and garden
organics bin, we can almost halve the amount of
waste sent to landfill.

More information will be sent directly to
households and businesses in February 2023.

If you have any questions about the upcoming changes, visit our website @ merri-bek.vic.gov.au/bins
email us at @ wasteprojects@merri-bek.vic.gov.au or call © 03 9240 1111

Use this bin for food scraps and garden
clippings only.

var, B
& o ve-

K’/’ (

Mixed recycling
To be collected fortnightly

Use this bin for plastic bottles and containers,
paper, cardboard and aluminium and steel tins,
cans and foil.

Glass recycling
To be collected monthly

When collections begin you can use this bin
for glass bottles and jars.

General rubbish
No change to collection frequency

Use this bin for items that can’t be reused
or recycled.

v Yes

Save on your energy bills
with solar panels

Have you considered installing solar panels on your roof?
With solar panels, you can save money on your energy bills
and help us move towards a clean energy future.

More than 9000 Merri-bek households have already made the
switch and are generating their own energy for their homes.

For homeowners on a low income, we could pay up to $3000
towards the installation of the solar panels.

We have partnered with Solar Savers to help residents install solar.

Solar Savers will support you all the way through the process.

Anna installed solar panels on her Oak Park home with Solar
Savers.

o

My latest bill is a 60% reduction in electricity costs!” says Anna.

“Now I'm retired, I'm home using energy during the daytime so
| thought getting solar would be a good idea,” she says.

“It's also something | can do to combat global warming:
| can control the energy usage in my own house.”

The Solar Savers program helped Anna apply for available rebates
and evaluate and choose a trusted installer to ensure she received
a high-quality system that will perform for years to come.

“I thought applying for the state government rebate would be
too overwhelming, but | didn’t have to worry about it at all.”

Find out how you can get solar online at
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/solarhome

Or call the Merri-bek Customer Service team on
©039240 1111
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Bring your bills day

Are you concerned about
your rising energy bills?

Bring your energy bills and
meet experts from solar,
energy, and service sectors
to get the most out of council
and government rebates and
services.

Wednesday 15 February

©)

3pm to 7pm

O

Glenroy Community Hub
50 Wheatsheaf Rd, Glenroy

Find out more at Q
zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au

Sign up to our monthly
Eco eNewsletter

Receive monthly updates
on environmental news,
services, and events in
our community.

Sign up here @
morelandzerocarbon.org.au/
join-us
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Community Grants Program
- applications now open

Our Community Grants Program works with
community groups and individuals to help better
their communities.

The program offers different amounts of funding
for new and innovative initiatives that respond to
emerging community needs.

The Shed is a volunteer-led peer support group

for trans-masculine people and is a recipient of

our Project Grant of $5000. This funding allowed
the group to get their Making Our Mark in Merri-bek
project off the ground.

0

The grant absolutely enabled the project”, Alex
Nichols from The Shed said. “The Shed doesn’t
receive government funding and relies on volunteer
support which limits what we can do. We needed
funding to get facilitators to run workshops, and
support to run events for the public and community.”

The Making Our Mark in Merri-bek project invited
trans and non-binary people to come together and
make art while having access to peer support.
These workshops were held in the East Coburg
and Newlands Neighbourhood houses.

Mx. Steph Liew (they/them), Dr. Mayhem
Mayhew (they/them), Mx. Alex Nichols
(they/them), Mx. Jaanu Kalyani (she/her).

LT

The art from these workshops is now displayed in
an exhibition at Newlands Community Centre.

o

Merri-bek’s grants are slightly different to other
councils and required us to collaborate with other
groups in Merri-bek, so that was a nice challenge
for us and meant we got in touch with other
organisations which has been really fruitful for us,”
Alex said. The Shed collaborated with LGBTQIA+
artist studios Queers Draw This and Artkind

who brought their expertise and helped run the
workshops.

o

We are really grass roots, the kind of work and
events we put on are really embedded in our

own community. The grants program is a fantastic
bridge to communities bringing their own initiatives
and having the resources to carve out their own
little space.”

To find out more about the grants we have
available and how to apply, please visit
© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/grantsopen

or contact our Community Grants team directly
at @ communitygrants@moreland.vic.gov.au

Connect

Seniors reconnect
through social groups

Looking for a social group?

Our senior citizens can

now safely reconnect

with their peers through
Merri-bek’s senior citizens
groups. There are over 70
social groups from different
cultural and linguistic
backgrounds, including:

[talian Egyptian
Greek Filipino
Arabic Mandarin
Nepali Polish
Turkish  Maltese

The groups meet at
different venues around
Merri-bek and provide
an opportunity for older
people in the community
to get together for
activities and socialising.

For more information
contact Carmel Misuraca

Phone
© 9240 2302

Email

© cmisuraca@merri-bek.
vic.gov.au

Visit

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
seniors-groups

Free

Free cat desexing
available

Our free cat desexing
program has reopened for
all Merri-bek residents who
hold a concession card.

It's important to desex your
cat to keep it healthy and
safe, to reduce unwanted
strays and to be a
responsible pet owner.

We're also offering
microchipping and
vaccination if required —
during this procedure —
and free registration until
10 April 2023.

To learn more visit

© merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
desexyourcat or phone
©9240 1111 and we can
help you to book your pet in.

Stay safe
this summer

Heat kills more Australians
than any other natural
disaster.

Learn more at @
betterhealth.vic.gov.au
and remember to call
000 in an emergency.
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Our Annual

Reportis ready

Our 2021-22 annual report
is now available on our
website.

We have also created a
special summary website to
share our results with you
quickly and easily.

Find out about our
achievements, and how
we delivered services and
managed our finances.

Visit @ merri-bek.vic.gov.
au/annual-reports to see
the full report and a link to
the summary website.

Remember to:

Drink plenty of water
and wear loose clothing

_~6'_ Never leave kids, others, or
o 0 L)

pets in the car unattended.
Hot cars kill

Plan activities for cooler
parts of the day, if possible

Check in on elderly and at-
risk neighbours and friends



What's improved in your area

(O Mid 2023

Frith Street, Brunswick

We're building a new park at 14
Firth St, Brunswick as part of our
Park Close to Home project.

The state government has
contributed funds to the project
as part of its Local Parks Program.
These program grants are helping
to create 25 new pocket parks in
metropolitan Melbourne.

North East Ward

(O End of 2022

Flinders Street, Coburg

We recently completed road reconstruction

works on Flinders Street, Coburg.

These works included new road pavement,

vehicle crossings, kerb and channel

improvements and work on drainage pits
and pipes. Works were completed in early

December.

North West Ward

(O End of 2022

Alpine Grove, Pascoe Vale

We refreshed and repaired Alpine
Grove, Pascoe Vale. Works
included new vehicle crossings,
kerb and channel improvements
and drainage pit works. We
refreshed the pipes and re-sheeted
the road asphalt.

Merri-bek City Council acknowledges the
Wourundjeri Woi-Wurrung people of the Kulin
Nation as the traditional custodians of the
lands and waterways in the area now known
as Merri-bek, and pays respect to their Elders
past, present, and emerging, as well as to all
First Nations communities who significantly
contribute to the life of the area.

® Open now

Gilpin Park, Brunswick

We recently opened the new
playground at Gilpin Park,
Brunswick.

The playground features climbing
ropes, swings, ping pong tables,
slides, and nature and water play.
There are also new toilets, a BBQ
shelter and picnic facilities, with

plenty of seating and planted shade.

(]

' (O Endof 2022

Keane Street,
Coburg North

We reconstructed Keane

vehicle crossings, kerb and
channel reconstruction and

new drainage pits and pipes.

(O End of 2022

Curtin Avenue, Hadfield

We completed road construction
works on Curtin Avenue, Hadfield.
Improvements included new kerb
and channel materials, new road
pavement and better drainage
puts and pipes.

PCF

process
chlorine free
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100%

Merri-bek Community News is printed
on 100% recycled carbon neutral paper
made from post consumer waste using
biodegradable vegetable based inks.

Street, Coburg North. Works
included new road pavement,

The new playground also features
wheelchair access to the large
basket swing and water play
equipment as well as the shelter
and picnic facilities.
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