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Welcome to the spring 
edition of Inside Moreland. 
I do hope this edition finds you well 
and that you are enjoying the warmer 
weather and the longer spring days.   
This issue features a range of stories 
that I am sure will be of much interest. 
This will be my final Mayor’s Message, 
as a new mayor will be elected on 
Monday 29 October, and so I take 
this opportunity to thank you all for 
a magnificent year, the memories of 
which I will always treasure. 
Naturally, we at Moreland are all 
very excited by the Oak Park pool 
redevelopment. It is the biggest capital 
works project in Moreland’s history 
and has been delivered on time and 
on budget. I’m sure all readers will 
agree that it is looking truly sensational 
and we can’t wait for the hot weather! 
Bring it on! 
As a dog lover, it was a delight to be 
part of the opening of Moreland’s first 
enclosed dog park at Gilpin Park in 
Brunswick. This space is designed to 
provide dogs with physical exercise 
and mental stimulation. Plans are also 
progressing well for the next enclosed 
dog park at Richards Reserve in 
Coburg North, to open in late 2018. 
As a primary school teacher, I know 
how vital it is for children to have 

well-developed social skills prior to 
commencing school, so the article 
on new supported playgroups is of 
particular interest. Of course, the 
benefits of playgroups are not only for 
pre-schoolers but the social interaction 
that playgroups provide for adults is 
also so important. 
The article on the three successful 
recipients of Moreland’s Writers in 
Residence Program is yet another 
example of the talents that are found 
within our wonderful community. Be 
it in performing arts, visual arts or in 
literature, Moreland really is the home 
of so many creative people – bravo! 
The back page reminds us that the 
ever-popular Coburg Night Market is 
just around the corner – something we 
all look forward to. This also signals 
to me that Christmas will be upon us 
soon!  

With every best wish,

 
 

Cr. John Kavanagh
Mayor



Playgroup, with a side of learning

Supported Playgroups are 
free playgroup programs 
that help parents and their 
preschool-aged children to 
learn together, meet people 
from the area and to link up 
to a range of services.  
With ten Supported Playgroup 
sessions across Moreland – three 
in Fawkner, two in Glenroy, one in 
Pascoe Vale, one in Coburg North, 
Coburg East, Coburg and Gowanbrae 
– there’s room for everyone. 

All Supported Playgroup 
programs in Moreland are 
run by qualified, friendly 
staff. 

The groups also deliver Smalltalk, 
a program that helps parents 
improve their children’s learning 
and development while enhancing 
parent confidence.  
Smalltalk gives parents tips and 
ideas about how to use everyday 
opportunities and activities to help 
with their children’s literacy, learning 
and development at home. 

The evidence-based learning 
program strengthens the way 
parents engage with their children 
through talking, listening, reading 
together and playing.
Reem Alzahabi and her four-year-
old son Imran recently moved to 
Fawkner. Apart from recognising 
neighbours in the street, and at 
the local supermarket, Reem says 
she never really got to know her 
community before coming to the 
Supported Playgroup sessions – 
at the Lorne Street Kinder building  
just beside Fawkner Primary.  

"The playgroups here are a 
very good opportunity for 
my son to play and learn in 
a safe environment. We’ve 
both made so many friends 
here," Reem says. 

"I like the trucks," four-year-old 
Imran adds. 
Councillor Annalivia Carli Hannan 
says the Supported Playgroups 
program is an exciting addition to 
Moreland’s children’s services. 

"I’m so happy that these programs 
are thriving in Moreland, allowing 
parents or caregivers and their 
children to have fun and relax and 
to build friendships that last beyond 
playgroups," Cr Carli Hannan says. 

“Supported Playgroups 
also allow parents to 
meet other people going 
through similar experiences, 
building a shared sense of 
belonging and wellbeing.” 

Playgroups also encourage 
participants to exchange parenting 
ideas. The sessions allow babies, 
toddlers and pre-schoolers to 
socialise as they play and learn 
together. 
Supported Playgroups run during 
school terms for families with 
children aged 0 to 5.   
For more information, and to 
see if you are eligible to enrol, 
contact Moreland’s Children’s 
Services Unit on 9240 1111 or 
email playgroups@moreland.vic.
gov.au.  

Fawkner resident Reem and her four-year-old son Imran enjoying a sunny day at the Supported Playgroup Program on Lorne Street. 
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Moreland’s very first 
enclosed dog park has 
opened in Brunswick’s Gilpin 
Park. The new area offers 
residents and visitors – both 
human and canine – an 
exciting opportunity to get a 
little more active and social, 
especially as the days get 
longer and the sun starts to 
really shine.   
Officially opened last month, the 
new enclosed dog park has 1.35 
metre-high secure fencing, native 
trees, a gravel circuit track and a 
special time-out area for elderly, 
small or timid dogs.  
There are dog dishes fitted to drink 
fountains throughout the reserve 
and extra ones inside the dog park, 
so no one has to compete for a 
drink on hot days. Park benches are 
also the perfect place to sit and chat 
– getting to know your neighbours 
while the dogs play.
Don’t have room or time to be a 
dog owner yourself? No worries. 
The new park is a great place to get 
your daily pet fix, meet likeminded 
people, and share community open 
space (without having to have a 
backyard for a four-legged friend of 
your own).

The new park offers great 
health benefits for both 
dogs and their humans 
– encouraging healthier 
lifestyles and responsible 
pet ownership throughout 
Moreland. 

 
Having your dog well trained is 
important for the safety of your dog, 
other people and animals. As an 
owner, you need to know your dog 

will respond quickly to commands.  
Councillor Helen Davidson takes her 
own dog ownership seriously.
 
“Everyone needs to be able 
to relax in our parks. That’s 
why it’s important that dog 
owners follow rules when 
out and about with their 
dogs,” she says.  

Enclosed dog parks are also 
created to provide dogs with 
mental stimulation, to help prevent 
behavioural problems, and to allow 
dog owners to learn to control their 
dog in a confined area.  

Glenroy resident John Marioli, and 
his golden retrievers Pancake and 
Sundae, have already enjoyed 
visiting Brunswick’s Gilpin Park, 
which is one of Moreland’s 
designated off-leash parks.  
"It’s great for the dogs 
to socialise, get some 
exercise and for us owners 
to practice responsible dog 
handling," John says.  
"The enclosed park just adds so 
much value to an already great 
space."

Being a responsible dog owner 
means making sure your dog is 
registered, micro-chipped, trained 
and healthy. It’s also important 
to make sure your pet is not a 
nuisance to other members of the 
community.  
Your dog must always be on a 
leash, unless in a designated off-
leash area – such as in Gilpin Park. 
It’s important to remember that parts 
of Moreland are also home to other 
animals, such as turtles along the 
Merri Creek, nesting birds, frogs 
and ground-dwelling birds. Your dog 
might inadvertently cause damage 
by trampling through habitat, so 
keep them on a leash when getting 
around.  
If your dog is very excitable and 
loves to jump, approach new 
people, or is attracted to food, make 
sure you keep a safe distance away 
from others. You must bring your 
dog under effective control by using 
a leash when within one metre of a 
shared pathway, and fifteen metres 
of any children’s play equipment, 
sporting match, or people having 
picnics, meetings or BBQs. 
 

Lots of space and sunshine at the new enclosed dog park at Brunswick’s Gilpin Park.  

Every dog can have a play at 
Council's first enclosed dog park 
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‘‘Enclosed dog parks allow 
dogs to run freely without 
the risk of traffic. It’s also 
a great space to meet 
your neighbour, enjoy the 
outdoors and build a sense 
of community."

Under the Local Government Act 
1989 Council has developed a set 
of Local Laws that are used to keep 
the Moreland community safe. 
By law, dog walkers must collect 
and dispose of their dog’s droppings 
responsibly. This includes always 
carrying an appropriate container – 
such as a bag or scooper. 
The new enclosed dog park at Gilpin 
Park does provide biodegradable 
disposal bags, along with bins, but 
it’s essential you are prepared to 
clean up after your pet in any public 
space.  
 

Under Victoria’s Domestic Animals 
Act 1994, dogs in Moreland 
must also always wear a current 
registration tag. This helps Council 
to reunite owners with their animals 
if they go missing. 
Moreland’s trained Animal 
Enforcement Officers patrol public 
spaces and offer education regard-
ing pets in community spaces.
These officers are authorised to ask 
for owners’ names and addresses 
and issue penalty notices if a dog 
is not under effective control in 
a public space such as a park, 
shopping strip or bike path.  
Following the huge amount 
of positive community 
feedback regarding Gilpin 
Park’s Enclosed Dog Park, 
Council has committed to 
building a second enclosed 
dog park in Moreland. 

To be built in Coburg’s Richards 
Reserve, Moreland’s second off-
leash dog park is expected to be 
built by November 2018. 

To see a list of Moreland’s dog-
friendly parks with off-leash areas 
visit moreland.vic.gov.au/ 
off-leash-parks. 
 
For more information other parks 
and reserves in Moreland see 
moreland.vic.gov.au/ 
parks-and-trails

Register your pup at  
moreland.vic.gov.au/ 
animal-registration-renewal

Moreland resident John Marioli, with golden retrievers Pancake and Sundae, enjoying the new enclosed dog park at Gilpin Park.
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Three local writers have been 
announced as recipients of 
Moreland’s first Writers in 
Residence Program. Over 
50 writers applied for the 
program, with three Moreland 
writers being been awarded 
$3,000 and access to a studio 
space for three months. 
All types and genres of local 
storytellers were encouraged 
to apply for the new residency 
– including writers of children’s 
literature, script and screenwriting 
for stage, radio, television and film, 
and podcasts.
The three successful writers – 
East Brunswick Novelist Emily 
Brewin; Coburg-based screenwriter 
and filmmaker Kate Lefoe; and 
East Brunswick essayist Robert 
Skinner – will also be producing a 
program that engages the Moreland 
community. 
Already having started her 
residency at Brunswick’s Siteworks, 
33 Saxon Street, Novelist Emily 
Brewin says having the space to 
work on her third novel has already 
helped. 
“I’ve never had a space dedicated 

purely to writing. Usually I work at 
cafes or from my kitchen table at 
home. It’s wonderful to be able to sit 
in front of my desk at Siteworks and 
know that nothing is going to distract 
me.”
Emily also has plans to develop an 
author talk focusing on the writing 
process – along with the publication 
journey – at one of the local 
libraries.
Councillor Mark Riley says that 
funding Moreland writers to 
create new work is an important 
investment.  
“Artists and writers play an 
important role in building 
a sense of place and 
wellbeing in our community. 
We’re lucky to have a 
range of diverse writers 
in Moreland, doing really 
exciting work.”

Each of the applications submitted 
this year were judged by a panel, 
including a representative from 
Brunswick publishing house Scribe, 
a professional writer and two staff 
members from Council.  

Screenwriter and filmmaker Kate 
Lefoe says the residency will give 
her space and time to complete 
a script for a feature-length film. 
Already familiar with speaking 
to high school students about 
screenwriting, Kate also wants 
to develop a series of filmmaking 
workshops for aspiring local writers.  

“Helping people learn 
basic screenwriting skills 
gives them confidence – 
empowering them to tell 
their own stories,” Kate 
says. 

Local writer and publisher Robert 
Skinner will be using the residency 
to complete his collection of essays, 
scheduled to be published in 2019. 
“The residency has given me a 
place to work, along with enough 
money to give me some extra time 
to write," says Robert. 
Robert is also the founder of 
Australia’s only short story 
magazine ‘The Canary Press’, 
which was made out of a small 
studio in Brunswick.  
To stay in touch about future 
opportunities and news related to 
arts and culture in Moreland visit 
moreland.vic.gov.au/arts 
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East Brunswick novelist Emily Brewin in her residency studio space at Siteworks.

Coburg-based screenwriter Kate Lefoe. 

Local writers shine this spring
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The wait is over! The 
sparkling new Oak Park 
Sports and Aquatic Centre 
is ready to be enjoyed by all 
this summer.
Moreland’s largest Capital Works 
project to date, the new pools and 
facilities are officially open to the 
public from Monday 29 October.
First opened in 1966, the 
original Oak Park Pool has seen 
generations of happy families and 
friends relax and play under the 
summer sun. 
Now the new facility has three 
completely new heated pools, 
as well as water-play equipment, 
change rooms, a 24-hour gym and 
a group fitness space – along with 

a freshly built sports pavilion. Two 
new colourful and curly waterslides, 
including a raft waterslide, have also 
replaced the old one. 
Shade sails have been installed, 
as well as solar panels to heat the 
pools. 
Moreland Mayor John Kavanagh 
says the $27.3 million project is 
funded entirely by Council, with no 
assistance from the State or Federal 
Government.
"The Oak Park Pool has a special 
place in the hearts of many 
Morelanders, it’s so exciting to know 
that a new generation of Moreland 
children will be creating their own 
summer memories here.” 
And don't worry, the famous Oak 

Park elephant sculpture is back in 
its new home, now by the entrance.   
Glenroy Primary School student 
Giovanna Ling won Council's design 
competition and her bright and 
sunny colouring has been adapted 
by local artist Ink Boy – brightening 
the historical and much-loved 
sculpture.  
So get your bathers and sunscreen 
packed and ready for an active and 
healthy summer ahead!  
To find out more about this 
exciting new facility, and 
Moreland's other facilities, visit 
activemoreland.com.au.

The Oak Park Sports and Aquatic Centre is Moreland's new health and wellness facility, open from Monday 29 October.

The new Oak Park Sports and Aquatic 
Centre arrives

DON'T LEAVE GLENROY BEHIND,   
IT'S TIME TO GIVE GLENROY A GO! 

 

VISIT MORELAND.VIC.GOV.AU/GIVE-GLENROY-A-GO

Join Council in asking the State and Federal Governments to help  
fund the Wheatsheaf Community Hub. 
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