
 

 

  
 

• Fee waivers available to cover Site Location Fee (usually $239)  
• Fee Waivers available to cover Parklet Permit and Footpath Trading Permit fees (up to $997) 
• Total funding pool: $10,000 - up to a maximum of $1,236 per business and for the first year only. 
• Time Period: During the 2024/25 financial year and until funds are exhausted. 

• Financial support available to help businesses cover the cost of constructing and/or installing an 
approved Parklet structure.   

• Up to a maximum of $3,000 per business.  
• Total Funding Pool: $25,000 available to support approximately 8 - 9 businesses.  

Small & Neighbourhood Shopping Strip  

Parklet Grant Program Guidelines 



 

 

Grant Program Objective:  

Council is committed to developing a growing, productive and sustainable local economy, and 
knows that Parklets can benefit businesses by providing greater visibility and additional space to 
operate their business, as well as enlivening local neighbourhoods. 

Accordingly, Council wishes to support and encourage businesses in its small and neighbourhood 
shopping strips to apply for and, conditions allowing, install a parklet.  

Eligibility:  

Café & restaurant businesses in Merri-bek’s smaller and neighbourhood shopping strips are eligible 
to apply (see Map and List below). 

Funding Streams:  

Businesses can apply for two streams of limited funding:   
(i)  Cover the Location Application, Parklet Permit and Footpath Trading Permit fees 
(ii) Assist with construction and material costs for building of the parklet. 

Availability and timelines:  

The total funding pool is $35,000. The grant can be applied for between 1 November 2024 and 30 
May 2025. 

Businesses can apply for both streams, however funds are limited and are available on a first-
come, first-served basis until the funds are exhausted. Apply now to avoid disappointment. 

A parklet is a car parking bay(s) which is re-purposed to create spaces for people; in this case – for 
outdoor dining.  It may include bench seat, chairs and tables, greenery, and other permitted equipment 
to support outdoor dining and trading. 

A business owner (or their representative) is responsible for the design, construction, maintenance, and 
removal of their parklet, subject to Council’s approval. The parklet is initially installed for one year, with 
an option to renew the permit annually. 

Council has introduced a new parklet permit application system to better support businesses in applying 
for, locating, constructing and maintaining parklets. 

Parklets can benefit businesses by providing heightened visibility and street presence, and also the 
opportunity to increase their customer capacity with a greater number of seats. Parklets also help to 
enliven shopping strips, benefiting the whole community.    

 

 



 

 

Businesses located within Merri-bek’s small and neighbourhood shopping strips are eligible for grant 
funding.  These centres are typically located away from major arterial roads. Refer to map and list of 
centres below. You can also check your eligibility by contacting the Economic Development team via 
email:  parklets@merri-bek.vic.gov.au or by calling the Business Hotline on 8311 4131. 

Two grant funding streams are available. Businesses can apply for funding under both Stream 1 and 
Stream 2 (provided they obtain the necessary permits during Step 1). 

The grant will be available on a first-come first-serve basis, until all funds are exhausted. 

Fees waivers are available for the following steps and fees:  

• Step 1 - Site Location Approval Process application fee - $239 (NB. Approval of a location is not 
guaranteed and is subject to meeting the conditions set out in the Merri-Bek Parklet Guidelines.) 

• Step 2 – Parklet Permit - $597 (for one car space). (Additional fees are charged at $417.50 per each 
additional car space and are the applicant’s responsibility and will not be waived.) 

• Step/Stage 3 - Footpath Trading Permit Fee contribution – up to $400 (applicable for FY 2024/2025 
only)  

Total funding pool: $10,000 (Businesses may receive up to a maximum of $1,236.50 each). 

Total number of businesses to be supported: Up to approximately 8 businesses (depending on how 
many businesses incur all of the above parklet fees).  

Funding available:  

• Up to $3,000 (excl. GST) per eligible business to help cover the cost of building materials and 
construction associated with the Parklet.  

• Businesses must have already received all necessary approvals relating to stream 1(above) before 
applying for stream 2 funding.  

• Payment to be in the form of reimbursement after work is complete.  Funds will only be provided 
after a copy of receipts for work and materials for the amount claimed and photos of completed 
parklet are provided. The Parklet must be constructed in accordance with the approved design to be 
eligible for reimbursement. 

Total funding pool: $25,000 

Total number of businesses to be supported: We estimate approximately 8 businesses, depending on 
the total of reimbursable costs per business.    

• Parklets for hospitality businesses in Merri-bek’s major shopping strips in Brunswick (incl. 
Sydney Road, Lygon St and Nicholson St), Coburg and Glenroy are not eligible for funding.  

• Costs for non-fixed items (e.g. moveable chairs and tables, etc.) that are not fixed to the parklet 
structure.  

• Parklets for non-hospitality businesses are not eligible for funding. 

https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
tel:0383114131
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/building-business/business/business-support-and-programs/parklets/merri-bek-parklet-guidelines-2024.pdf


 

 

• Applicants that have outstanding acquittals, debts or financial disputes with Merri-bek City 
Council that have not been approved by Council are not eligible for funding  
 

1. Read the Parklet Guidelines 

2. Check your eligibility by contacting the Economic Development team via email:  parklets@merri-
bek.vic.gov.au or by calling the Business Hotline on 8311 4131 

3. For Stream 1 Applications only: 

• Contact the Economic Development team by calling the Business Hotline on 8311 4131 to 
request a fee exemption code, if you are eligible. 

• Enter the exemption code to continue with the application process.  

4. For Stream 2 Applications only: 

• Note: You MUST obtain all relevant permits before applying for Stream 2. See Stream 1.  

• Fill in the online application form, a link will be provided. 

• Await confirmation of approval prior to spending any funds. 

• After payment is made for your parklet you are then able to claim a reimbursement. 

• Attach all relevant supporting documentation (i.e. receipts for labour and / or materials 
purchased).  

• Upon completion, you are required to submit a photo of your completed Parklet. 

You will be reimbursed up to a maximum value of $3,000 once your completed application has been 
reviewed and approved.   

Grants are available on a first-come, first-served basis until the funds are exhausted. GST is not eligible 
for reimbursement.  

Important 

• Not all businesses and not all locations are suitable for a Parklet.   

• For more information refer to Merri-Bek Parklet Guidelines (PDF  3.35MB).  

• Council provides a standard parklet engineering template (PDF 164Kb) to simplify the design 
process. Please note, if a parklet design deviates from this template, then signoff is required from 
a qualified registered engineer. 

We are here to help – for further enquires:  

• Contact Council’s Economic Development team  

• Email: parklets@merri-bek.vic.gov.au  

• Business Hotline: 8311 4131 

 

https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/building-business/business/business-support-and-programs/parklets/merri-bek-parklet-guidelines-2024.pdf
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
tel:0383114131
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/building-business/business/business-support-and-programs/parklets/merri-bek-parklet-guidelines-2024.pdf
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/building-business/business/business-support-and-programs/parklets/merri-bek-standard-parklet-engineering-template.pdf
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/
tel:0383114131


 

 

 

 

Major Activity Centres (not eligible for this funding) 

1. Coburg Activity Centre 

2. Brunswick Activity Centre 

3. Glenroy Activity Centre 

Neighbourhood Centres (eligible for funding) 

4. Grantham/Union Streets, Brunswick West 

5. Melville Road/Albion Street/Victoria Street, Coburg/Brunswick West 

6. Nicholson Street/Holmes Street/Moreland Road, Coburg/Brunswick/Brunswick East 

7. Bell Street/Melville Road, Pascoe Vale South 

8. Gaffney Street/Pascoe Vale Station, Pascoe Vale 

9. Gaffney/Sussex Streets, Coburg North 

10. Elizabeth Street, Coburg North 

11. West Street, Hadfield 

12. Bonwick Street, Fawkner 

13. Snell Grove, Oak Park 

14. Merlynston Station, Merlynston 

15. Moreland/Melville Roads, Brunswick West 

Local Centres (eligible for funding) 

16. Cumberland Road/Gaffney Street, Pascoe Vale 

17. East Street, Hadfield 

18. North Street, Hadfield 

19. Harding/Nicholson, Coburg 

20. Major Road, Fawkner 

21. Anderson Road, Fawkner 

22. Pascoe Street, Pascoe Vale 

23. Tyson/Lowson Streets, Fawkner 

24. Warwick Road, Derby Street, Pascoe Vale  

25. Justin Avenue, Glenroy 



 

 

26. Lynch Road, Fawkner 

27. Danin Street/Devon Road, Pascoe Vale 

28. Derby/Gaffney Streets, Pascoe Vale 

29. Kent/Cumberland Roads, Pascoe Vale 

30. Coonans Road/Parkstone Avenue, Pascoe Vale South 

31. Kent Road/Sussex Street, Pascoe Vale 

32. Daley/Widford Streets, Glenroy 

33. Newlands Road/Carr Street, Coburg North 

34. William Street/Menana Road, Glenroy 

35. Argyle Street, Fawkner 

36. Winifred Street, Oak Park 

37. Elizabeth Street/Murray Road, Coburg North 

38. O’Hea/Main Streets, Coburg 

39. Woodlands Avenue/Melville Road, Pascoe Vale South 

40. Reynard/Donne Streets, Coburg 

41. Ridgeway Avenue/Marrson Place, Glenroy 

42. Reynard Street/Melville Road, Pascoe Vale South 

43. Boundary Road/Garden Drive, Pascoe Vale 

44. Cool/Elizabeth Streets, Coburg North 

45. Albion Street/Waxman Parade, Brunswick West 

46. Gowanbrae Drive/Bluebell Crescent, Gowanbrae 

47. Suffolk Avenue, Bell Street, Coburg 

48. Mathieson Street/Sydney Road, Coburg North 

49. Elizabeth/Bell Streets Coburg 

50. Xavier/Josephine Streets, Oak Park 

51. Westgate/Anderson Streets, Pascoe Vale 

52. Molesworth/Gaffney Streets, Coburg 

53. Sydney Road/Sulva Grove, Coburg North 

54. Sydney Road/Ryland Street, Coburg North 

55. Harding/Gladstone Streets, Coburg 

56. Harding/Belgrave Streets, Coburg 

57. Harding/Salisbury Streets, Coburg 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


