Books by women that men should read

General fiction

Lessing, Dorothy (1973). The Golden Notebook. Panther.

French, Marilyn (1977). The Women’s Room. Sphere Books.

Alther, Lisa (1984). Other Women. Penguin.

Allende, Isabel (1985). House of Spirits. Knoph.

Oakley, Anne (1988). The Men’s Room. Virago.

Winterson, Jeanette (1992). Written on the Body. Vintage.

Kingsolver, Barbara (1998). The Poisonwood Bible. Harper.

Ozeki, Ruth (1998). My Year of Meats. Viking Press.

Barker, Pat (2014). The Regeneration Trilogy. Penguin.

Wollitzer, Meg (2018). The Female Persuasion. Chatto and Windus.


Science Fiction

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins (1915) Herland. Pantheon  Books.

Le Guin, Ursula (1969) The Left Hand of Darkness. McDonald and Co.

Bryant, Dorothy (1971) The Kin of Ata Are Waiting For You. McGraw-Hill.

Russ, Joanna (1973) The Female Man. Bantam.

Piercy, Marge (1976) Woman on the Edge of Time. Alfred Knopf.

Attwood, Margaret (1985) The Handmaid’s Tale. Seal Books.

Butler, Octavia (1993) Parable of the Sower. Four Walls Eight Windows.

St. John Mandel, Emily (2014) Station Eleven. Knopf.

Alderman, Naomi (2016) The Power. Penguin.

Dalcher, Christina (2018) Vox. Harper Collins.


Memoirs and Biographies

Bair, Deidre (1990). Simone De Beauvoir: A Biography. Jonathon Cape.

Oakley, Ann (1992). Taking It Like a Woman.  Flamingo.

Lessing, Dorothy (1997). Walking in the Shade: Volume Two of My Autobiography, 1949-1962. Harper Collins.

hooks, bell (1997). Wounds of Passion: A Writing Life. The Women’s Press.

Dworkin, Andrea (2002). Heartbreak: The Political Memoir of a Feminist Militant. Basic Books.

Piercy, Marge (2002). Sleeping with Cats: A Memoir. Harper Collins.

Moorehead, Caroline (2003). Martha Gellhorn: A Life. Chatto and Windus.

Segal, Lynne (2007). Making Trouble: Life and Politics. Serpent’s Tail.

Baez, Joan (2009). And a Voice to Sing With: A Memoir. Simon and Schuster.

Steinem, Gloria (2015). My Life on the Road. Nero.


Non-Academic Books on Feminism

Caro, Jane and Fox, Catherine (2008). The F Word: How We Learned to Swear by Feminism. New South.

Summers, Anne (2013). The Misogyny Factor. Newsouth.

Adichie Chimamanda Ngozi. (2014). We Should All Be Feminists. Fourth Estate.

Ford, Clementine (2016). Fight Like A Girl. Allen and Unwin.

Bates, Laura (2018). Misognyation: The True Scale of Sexism. Simon and Schuster.

Gilligan, Carol and Snider, Naomi (2018). Why Does Patriarchy Persist? Polity.

Hartley, Gemma (2018). Fed Up: Navigating and Redefining Emotional Labour for Good. Hodder and Stoughton.

Hill, Jess (2019). See What You Made Me Do: Power, Control and Domestic Abuse. Black Ink

Manne, Kate (2020). Entitled; How Male Privilege Hurts Women. Crown.

Penny, Laura (2022). Sexual Revolution. Bloomsbury.
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