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Acknowledgment of Country 

Merri-bek City Council acknowledges the 
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people as the 
Traditional Custodians of the lands and 
waterways in the area now known as 
Merri-bek. 
We pay respect to their Elders past and 
present as well as to all First Nations 
communities who significantly contribute 
to the life of the area.



Tonight’s session: Flourish Arts Grant

• Grant categories

• Grant objectives

• Eligibility requirements

• Funding preferences 

• What we fund

• What we don't fund

• Assessment criteria 

• Support



Grant categories 

Grant Categories:

• Individual artists (up to $5,000)

• Not-for-Profit arts organisations or 
First Peoples owned businesses or 
organisations (up to $10,000)



Grant Objectives

• To support local artists and arts organisations 
to flourish and be sustainable.

• To strengthen the capacity of local artists and 
arts organisations.

• To support local artists and arts organisations 
to explore new ways of engaging audiences.

• To build connection and engagement through 
community led arts and cultural activities.

• To support and encourage more people to be 
involved with arts and culture in Merri-bek.



Eligibility: Individuals & Organisations

All applications must:

• Be Merri-bek residents

• Be a not-for-profit incorporated 
company/association or a First Peoples 
owned business or organisation

• Groups or collectives need to be 
auspiced by an incorporated association.

• Have Public Liability Insurance 

• Must address at least one grant objective

• Have other sources of income.



Funding Preferences

We will give preference to applications that:

• Showcase Merri-bek as a vibrant arts location.

• Encourage and champion diversity and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander culture.

• Show respectful partnerships with other artists, community groups and/or 
organisations.

• Clearly show how the initiative will impact and/or grow Merri-bek's arts 
sector.

• Encourage environmental sustainability in line with Council’s Zero-Carbon 
2040 Framework

• Align with identified priority groups from the Merri-bek Human Rights 
Policy 2016 – 2026. 

https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/about/about/
https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/about/about/
https://merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/living-merri-bek/community-services/community-safety/human-rights-policy-2016---2026-revised-sept2022.pdf
https://merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/living-merri-bek/community-services/community-safety/human-rights-policy-2016---2026-revised-sept2022.pdf


What we fund

• Events, activities, and projects that:

o  provide an opportunity for community connection.

o support the generation of new or existing income streams.

o explore new ways of engaging audiences.

o take place between January 2026 and December 2026.

• Organisational costs including rent, utilities, wages etc. that will support 

the organisation’s sustainability.



What we don't fund

• Projects held outside of Merri-bek.

• The entire cost of an initiative/project/program. 

• For profit businesses (First Peoples businesses can apply)

• Competitions, awards, fundraising , fetes, reunions, or hobby pursuits.

• Tertiary education qualifications

• Reimbursement for projects that have occurred or will be complete before the funding 
period. 

• Initiatives that need ongoing funding from Council to be sustained.

• Applicants seeking funding to cover outstanding loans or debts.

• Projects already partially or wholly funded or supported by Council via other streams for the 
same activity in the same financial year

• Applicants who have lobbied or canvassed Councillors or Council Officers.

• Applicants that have an outstanding Merri-bek City Council acquittal.

• Applications where the recipient organisation/s promote and/or benefit directly from 
electronic gaming machines and/or gambling.Image credit: Brunswick Music Festival 2023. 

Image by Simon Fazio.



Assessment Criteria

Criteria Score
IMPACT
• The application shows significant benefit to the applicant’s own professional creative 

practice  
• The application shows potential to support the quality and strength of the arts in Merri-

bek  

Score out of 10

ALIGNMENT
• The application aligns with one or more Flourish Arts Grant objectives

Score out of 10

CAPACITY 
• The application outlines roles and responsibilities of a project team that is suitable and 

capable to manage and deliver the project.
• The application demonstrates a collaborative approach with a range of partners  

Score out of 10

NEED
• The budget demonstrates the need for funding support  
• The budget is balanced, realistic, shows other income sources
• Demonstrates community support 

Score out of 10

TOTAL SCORE: 40



Your Application

Before you get started on filling out the Smarty Grants application form, make sure you have the 
following information and documents ready: 

1. Project Description (50-word summary + 200-word description) 

2. How your project aligns to the Flourish Arts Grants objectives (200 words)

3. Who your project engages with and how, i.e. target audience (200 words)

4. How this grant will support your arts practice/organisation (200 words) 

5. Who is in your project team and what are their roles? (200 words) 

6. ABN (Australian Business Number) – either your own or that of your Auspice organisation 

7. Auspice organisation details (if applying as an organisation) 

8. Public Liability Insurance Certificate 

9. Budget 

10. Three Letters of Support 

11. Support Materials 

12. Child Safe Policy (if your project involves children)



Key Dates

Grant type Grants advertised Applications due Applicants nofied

Individual artists 
$5,000

Monday 21 July Monday 25 August, 11.59pm Mid November 2025

Organisations
$10,000

Monday 21 July Monday 25 August, 11.59pm Mid November 2025



Learn more!

Resources:
- Grant Guidelines
- Frequently Asked Questions

Support:
- Email or call the Arts Development Officer
- book an online meeting via Calendly

Contact:
Email: artsgrants@merri-bek.gov.au
Phone: 9240 2486

Image credit: Counihan Gallery exhibition. Image by Simon Fazio.

https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/globalassets/website-merri-bek/areas/exploring-merri-bek/events/whats-on/arts-and-culture---flourish-grant-guidelines---final---2026.pdf
https://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/my-council/grants-and-awards/arts-grants/
mailto:artsgrants@merri-bek.gov.au
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