
 
 
Merri-bek City Council acknowledges the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people as the Traditional Custodians of the lands and 
waterways in the area now known as Merri-bek. We pay respect to their Elders past, present, and emerging, as well as to all 
First Nations communities who significantly contribute to the life of the area.  
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Merri-bek City Council is pleased to open an Expression of Interest (EOI) process 
encouraging artists or artist collectives to propose an artwork for a large wall In Charles 
Mutton Reserve, Fawkner.   

The intention of the project and the work is to complement and enhance the renewed park 
and playground design, and to create opportunities for different communities to connect and 
enjoy the open spaces of Fawkner. The artwork should be centred around the themes of 
harmony, belonging and respect. It should celebrate the cultural diversity of the Fawkner 
area.  Fawkner's local history is rich with stories from the many different cultures who have 
settled there. As a suburb it is testament to Australia's cultural diversity and has offered a 
safe, quiet sanctuary for waves of migrants since its development in the 1950s. This wall 
work will draw on local history to create a sense of place, to increase community cohesion 
and opportunities to connect through a beautiful, meaningful public artwork.

Charles Mutton Reserve is a regional sporting reserve located mid-way between Sydney Road and 
Merri Creek in Fawkner. Fawkner is a small suburb of about 7,000 people located at the northern end 
of the City of Merri-bek. The artwork is located near a revitalised play space and will serve as a point 
of interest and an opportunity to enliven and connect the local community.  
 
The reserve is located off Lorne St in the southern part of Fawkner (south of CB Smith Reserve). The 
local population is currently 7,313 persons and is expected to grow to 8,519 persons by 2036 (1,206 
persons and 16.5% growth). Currently the largest service age group is parents and homebuilders 
(aged 35 to 49), making up 20.3% of the population, this is expected to rise slightly to 21% by 2036, 
and will remain the largest service age group. The next largest cohort is ‘young workforce’ (aged 25 
to 34), making up 17.6% of the population.  

Further Information about the refurbishment can be found here: https://conversations.merri-
bek.vic.gov.au/charles-mutton-precinct-plan 
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Artwork Location  
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Fawkner is a residential suburb 12 km north of central Melbourne with the Hume Highway on its 
west and the Merri Creek on its east. To its south is Coburg North. 
 
The area was first known as Box Forest, after a subdivision of farmlets sold by John Pascoe Fawkner 
in the early 1850s. The name was superseded by Fawkner fairly soon, although a Box Forest 
(Anglican) school was opened in 1846 and a Box Forest Road runs along the northern boundary of 
the Fawkner cemetery. (The original Box Forest subdivision is west of present-day Fawkner.) 
 
When the area north of Coburg was entirely rural, a railway line was opened from Coburg to 
Somerton, where it joined the main line to Seymour, (1889). In anticipation of this the Coburg Reserve 
Estate Co subdivided land for housing, citing the convenience of the North Coburg railway station and 
another near the present Fawkner station. The venture was unsuccessful. 
In 1905 the State Government approved the New Melbourne General Cemetery for the northern 
suburbs.  
 
By the outbreak of World War II Fawkner had about 180 buildings, and shortly after the war the 
Housing Commission built 113 houses in south Fawkner. Private sector developer's built housing and 
by 1960 the Moomba Park estate (700 houses) in north Fawkner was begun.  
 
Over the past decade Fawkner has been undergoing a demographic change, not only in terms of the 
ethnic background of the population but also in terms of age. Younger families are moving in and the 
replacing post-war arrivals. 
 
The 2011 Census registered 1239 people aged 70-80 (9.8%), and 969 people aged over 80 
(7.7%) in Fawkner (Victorian figures are 5.9% and 4.1 respectively). This older group 
consists largely of post-war southern European migrants who do not downsize because, as 
we have heard from several interviewees, they feel attached to their houses, gardens and 
familiar neighbourhood. 
 
Also found in the 2011 Census was that Fawkner registered over 3,000 Muslims, or 24.4% of the 
suburb‘s population (compared to 9.3% in Merri-bek, 2.9% in Victoria and 2.2% in Australia). The 
only larger religious group in Fawkner are Catholics (42.6%).  
 
This means that Fawkner is an area where the real, hard work of everyday multicultural 
encounters between people of different backgrounds and different levels of disadvantage is 
happening in a less visible way. Fawkner’s communal hubs are therefore incredibly important sites to 
facilitate community, with parks such as Charles Mutton reserve providing opportunities to experience 
community connectedness. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to do their own research into the site and the area, visit the site and use 
this to inform their submission. 
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Fawkner, Victoria 
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There is a 12-metre brick wall that runs beside the newly refurbished playground. There are 
bike racks at one end of the wall and a Colourbond fence beside the wall which would ideally 
be incorporated into the design as well.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

Key ideas: Harmony, Belonging, Respect. 

 

Community feedback has noted that:  
• They would like the park and any artwork to incorporate nature and natural themes. 
• The artwork should appeal to all ages - especially taking into account older children. 
• Many community members use this area in the evenings, with families having dinner 

at the tables so the artwork will have an important role in establishing a sense of 
harmony, and relaxation.  

• Community would like to see some local history featuring in the artwork, either 
graphically or pictorially. It would be good to feature stories that establish a sense of 
belonging. 

• Given the diverse cultural backgrounds of Fawkner residents the artwork needs to be 
undertaken respectfully and the themes chosen should be inclusive and promote 
harmony.  

 

 
• As a large ‘canvas’, a successful design would be attractive and legible both from a 

distance and up close. The design should create a striking backdrop, lending itself 
toward comfortable, calming and attractive environment, contributing to the ambience 
of the park.  
 

• The design of the artwork should attempt to discourage graffiti. This can be done 
through not including large sections of blank colour/space.  

 
• We encourage submissions of any type of artform on the wall. While mural 

submissions are very welcome, we encourage submissions of all kinds of artwork 
such as wall attached reliefs and/or sculptures, however installation and structural 
considerations must be accounted for in budgeting and considered. 
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Merri-bek Council recognises the important role that public art has to play in contributing to 
the social, cultural and economic vitality of Merri-bek and is therefore committed to 
presenting, sustaining and supporting public art which: 
 

● Promotes local identity and sense of place 
● Stimulates creativity, expression, and innovation by artists and communities 
● Stimulates healthy debate 
● Has artistic integrity 
● Provides access and opportunities for diverse communities across Merri-bek to 

participate in arts activities and experiences 
● Increases community awareness and appreciation of art 

 
For more information please see Merri-bek’s  Public Art Guidelines. 
 

 

Artists are invited by Council to submit an Expression of Interest with a written conceptual 
approach, broad design for the site including a minimum of 1 and a maximum of 4 images of 
previous works. 
 
We do not expect any design drawings or mock-ups at this stage, but would like to get an 
idea of what you plan to do, why you plan to do it and your experience in public art. 

Your submission must include the following: 
 

● Written response to project brief (max. one page) 
● Response to themes your design should reflect upon or interpret an aspect of this 

theme either in an abstract or representative form. 
● List of artists involved and their experience 
● Images of previous public artworks and relevant completed projects (low res files, max 

9mb) 
● Two references relating to previous projects 
● Whether you identify with any of the Merri-bek Human Rights Priority Groups 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/public-art/what-is-public-art/
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Submissions will be reviewed by a panel of public art experts and Council Officers based on 
the following criteria: 
 

• Artistic quality of submission and response to place 
• Capability and experience  
• Quality of previous work   
• Artistic merit, integrity and creativity of proposal   
• Appropriateness of design to site and themes  
• Feasibility of proposal   
• Connection to Merri-bek community 
• Identification with Merri-bek Human Rights Priority Groups: Aboriginal and/or Torres 

Strait Islander people; people from multicultural communities; people living with a 
disability; women; and people who Identify as LFBTQIA+ 

 

The successful candidates will receive a fee of $20,000 + GST if applicable for the creation of 
the work. This includes all costs relating to the installation of the work.  

The scope of works includes: 

• Design and supply of an artwork 
• Supply of all materials required. 
• Supply and operation of all equipment required. 
• Preparation of wall for application of the work. 
• Completion of the works on or prior to agreed completion date 

 

Payment of fees will be made in two stages:    
1. 50% paid on acceptance of final design, commission of selected artist and signing of 

the contract   
2. 50% paid on completion of the artwork and after final inspection and approval by 

Council 
 

 All applications must be submitted by 12 December 2022 with works to be installed by the 
end of April 2023. 
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We encourage all artists/arts organisations/collectives eligible to work in Australia and who 
have a current ABN to apply through this EOI. Applicants must have no outstanding grant 
acquittals or debts owing to Council. 
 

 If selected, you will be required to make a Job Safety Analysis before commencing 
installation. Council’s Public Art Officer will be available to assist with this. Safe work 
practices must be used throughout the installation period, and appropriate methods used to 
protect the built and natural environments at and around the site.  
 

The artist will retain copyright in the work and in any designs created under this Agreement. 
The artist agrees to permit Council to publish reproductions of the Work for any non-
commercial purpose, including Council brochures, tourist information, promotional posters, 
catalogues, social media and documentary film. Council will acknowledge the Artist as the 
creator of the Work in all Council publications in which the Works are included.  
 

For submissions and all enquiries, please contact: 
 
Emily Cormack | Public Art Officer | Merri-bek City Council 
0433967195 
ecormack@merri-bek.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ecormack@moreland.vic.gov.au
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