Making a submission to a

Merri-bek

Planning Permit Application v

What can | do if | am notified of a Planning Application?

a Learn about the application

If you are notified of a planning application, the first step is to review the advertised
application material (plans and other information) on our website at www.merri-
bek.vic.gov.au/advertplans or by scanning the QR code below.

You can also call Council on 9240 1111 and speak to a Planner or book a 10-minute
face-to-face meeting by visiting our online booking page, if you would like more
information or help understanding what's proposed.

Council’'s assessment of an application depends on why the proposal needs a
Planning Permit in the first place. Council officers can help provide technical advice
on the relevant parts of the Planning Scheme.

e Decide whether to lodge a submission

After you have viewed the application material, you have two options:
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Unconcerned? Concerned?

If you are unconcerned by After a discussion with a Planner,
the proposal, you don't if you have a concern about the
have to take any further proposal, you may object to it on

action. Councils website.

How do | lodge a submission?

You can make a submission at www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/advertplans

Submissions should be lodged within the 14-day notice period, however
all submissions made prior to a decision has been made will be considered.
Council will not decide on an application before the notice period ends.
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http://www.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/advertplans
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Ensure your submission is effective

Tips for your submission:

v’ Clearly explain how the proposal may impact you. If only part of the proposal will
impact you, highlight this. The use of dot points to describe how each issue affects
you, can work well.

v Provide evidence for your concerns where possible. Supporting images can be helpful.
v’ If possible, relate your concerns back to relevant parts of the Planning Scheme.

v" Include suggestions of solutions that might address your concerns.

Common concerns generally not Common objection concerns open for
considered valid grounds for objection: discussion:

% &

* Loss of property value * Impact on the character of the

- Impacts on views neighbourhood and heritage controls

» Commercial competition * Overlooking (e.g. balconies/windows

* Who will live in the development that can look into a backyard)

* |ncreased vehicle po”ution ® OverShadOWing (Casting shadows over
backyards)

* Asbestos removal
* Insufficient car parking (only if seeking

* Boundary fencing between B

private properties (covered by the

Fences Act) * Noise related to the proposed use

« Construction process impact * Removal of significant trees and tree
(addressed at building permit stage) impacts

Note — Contact Council should you * Building scale and visual bulk.

have concerns on the above grounds

What happens next?

Once you make a submission, you will receive an acknowledgement letter from Council.

This letter includes an overview of what happens after you lodge your submission. The next
steps usually include:

v' Communication from the planning officer to discuss concerns
v Council consideration of submissions received when making a decision

v Receiving a copy of Council’s Notice of Decision or Refusal to Grant a Planning Permit.

Petitions, or joint objections from the same address count as one submission. Council will
send all correspondence to the first name listed on the petition.



