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INTRODUCTION     
The purpose of this policy is to set out Council’s commitment to reducing and eliminating single-use plastic within events run by Council and/or events held on Council land or managed sites that require a permit, and within Council facilities and services. It will address Council’s concern about plastic litter on land, in waterways and the marine environment, and the associated long term environmental damage. 
1.1. Scope 
The policy applies to Council operations (including staff, contractors or other representatives) and to individuals or organisations planning, organising, running, and/or approving events, conducted in or on Council owned or managed sites.
This includes, but is not limited to all civic, commercial or community events small or large scale, official functions, civic events, community forums, information sessions, workshops, meetings, training events, parties, markets and organised/formal sport or recreational events. 
Events and activities occurring on Council land, but not managed by Council staff, and not needing an event permit, hire agreement, lease or tenancy agreement are not included in the mandatory scope of this policy. However, they shall be encouraged and supported by Council to voluntarily comply.  
The policy covers single-use plastic items (including polystyrene) used in purchasing, packaging, sales, distribution, transportation or clean-up practices associated with events and in Council facilities and services. 
The policy exempts single-use plastic items necessary to meet health and safety requirements, or where there is no other practical alternative product or distribution method available. All exemptions require prior written approval by the event organiser within Council. 
CONTEXT 
1.1 Environmental and social context
Australians use on average 65 kilograms of plastic per person each year, a third of which is single-use plastics (DELWP 2017). Globally, single-use plastic accounts for nearly 50% of marine pollution (UN Environment Program 2018), with plastic bags, bottles and balloons among the most harmful pollutants threatening marine wildlife (CSIRO 2016). 
Within Victoria, plastic is the main source of litter in open spaces, including beaches, highways and parks, with 96% of beach litter coming from our suburban streets through the storm water system (EPA 2016). Although most plastics collected as part of annual Clean Up Australia Day events are recyclable, these resources are not recovered, reused or recycled, but are ending up as litter. 
Plastic pollution proves hazardous to one million seabirds and over 100,000 fish and marine mammals globally. In addition, plastic does not biodegrade, but breaks into smaller and smaller pieces becoming microplastic. The impact of these on the marine environment and the food chain is of major concern.  

In response to mounting environmental concern, Councils around Australia have begun to ban single-use plastics at events. The Victorian Government is developing legislation to ban lightweight plastic bags by the end of 2019. Internationally, the EU voted to ban 10 single-use plastics across Europe by 2021.

Council has committed to reduce the harmful effect of single-use plastic items by eliminating their use from Council run events, events on Council sites and Council facilities and services. 

2.2 Alignment 

The policy aligns with the following plans and strategies 

· Council Plan 2017 - 2021: CAP 60, deliverable P9b

· Become a ‘Plastic Wise’ Council by banning all disposable plastic items at festivals and events

· Waste and Litter Strategy 2018

· Action 8.3.6: Council Facilities and community events - Employ a behaviour change officer to develop, deliver and embed sustainable policy and practice 

2.3 Organisation context

The move to reduce single-use plastics at Council events began in 2015. Followed by a Council Resolution on 9 March 2016 to ban single-use plastic bags at festivals and events, the Arts and Culture Unit has been working with stallholders to reduce reliance on plastic bags and to ban balloons from their festivals and events. In mid-2018, the Arts and Culture Unit began implementing the ‘plastic wise’ initiative detailed in the Council Plan 2017 - 21 for events managed by their team. This was in line with a Council motion in May 2018 to include plastic wise implementation in the Waste and Litter Strategy 2018.
This policy will see the reduction in single-use plastic expand beyond medium and large-scale events/festivals managed by the Festivals Moreland team within Arts and Culture, to all events presented by Council and/or events held on Council land or managed sites that require Council approval, including but not limited to event permits, hire agreements and lease, contract or tenancy agreements.
3 
OBJECTIVES
This policy supports the objective to reduce the environmental impact of single-use plastic within Moreland, by eliminating single-use plastic at festivals and events and within Council facilities and services, in the broader context of meeting Council’s objective of zero waste to landfill by 2030.
2 POLICY DETAILS

Policy
To eliminate the use of single-use plastic in the planning, organising, running or approving of Council events or any events conducted on Council owned or managed sites that require Council approval including but not limited to an event permit, hire agreement, lease, contract or tenancy agreement, and within Council facilities and services, the following requirements must be met:   
· Single-use plastic bags are not to be used, sold or distributed for transportation or promotional purposes; 

· Bottled water is not to be provided, sold or distributed by Council. Alternative, free access to water must be provided; 
· Single-use plastic cups, plates, bowls, cups, straws, cutlery and take away food containers are not to be used, sold or distributed; 

· Single-use disposable cups and lids are not to be used, sold or distributed by Council;

· All avoidable plastic packaging, including cling wrap, plastic bags or similar must not be used in the purchase, sale, distribution and transport of food or goods; 

· Balloons are not to be used, sold or distributed;
· Event materials are to be reused where possible (including event signage and promotional banners and flags); 
· The event site or venue must be left litter free and returned to pre-event conditions; and
· Event organisers are to play a key role in educating and guiding their event staff and audience on single-use plastic free practices. This includes providing information via guidance documents for event organisers and stallholders and promoting reusable alternatives. 
Sporting clubs, aquatic and leisure centres and facilities managed by contractors (e.g.: Mechanics Institute managed by Next Wave) are permitted to provide, sell or distribute drinks in single use plastic bottles until stakeholder engagement regarding integration of the Policy within relevant leases, licences and contracts has been resolved. However, they must provide access to drinking water (e.g. water bubblers and/or water jugs and reusable cups) and supply/sell reusable options (e.g. refillable drink bottles, reusable cups etc); and display promotional materials on reusable options.
Council officers will support organisations or individuals organising an event to comply with this policy including feedback to event holders outlining non-compliance when it occurs. However, if there is poor adherence to this policy, officers may recommend that these events not be approved by Council in the future.
Note: The policy will be updated as required to align with future State Government legislative changes and any changes to definitions regarding single-use plastic.
4.2 Policy commencement and transition period
This policy will commence once approved by Council. A transition period will apply to enable Council to progressively implement the policy, in line with updates to permit conditions and lease, contract and tenancy renewals.
An initial transition period from the approval date of this policy specifically applies to sporting clubs, and to aquatic and leisure centres to allow for stakeholder engagement prior to implementation to transition to the policy. Pending engagement, the policy can then be progressively implemented in line with updates to seasonal or annual ground allocations, leases, contracts and licenses. During this transition period Council officers will work with these clubs and facilities to assist in planning. 
4.3 Exemptions
Exemptions to this policy may be made for health and safety reasons or where there is no other practical alternative product or distribution method available. All exemptions should have the prior approval of the event organiser within Council, in consultation with the City Change Unit. In the name of transparency, Councillors will be notified of any exemptions and this information will be publicly available.
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
	Party/parties
	Roles and responsibilities
	Timelines

	City Change Branch 
	Policy custodian

Support implementation through the provision of guidance documents for event organisers/stallholders
Monitoring and evaluation
	Ongoing
Ongoing

Ongoing

	Cultural Development Branch

	Support implementation for Festivals Moreland events
Support implementation across Arts and Culture and Libraries
	2019
Progressive implementation in line with update/renewal of permits, leases, licences and contracts etc

	Council Facilities Unit
	Support implementation across Council Citizens Service Centres 
Support implementation across Council facilities 
	2019

Progressive implementation in line with update/renewal of permits, leases, licences and contracts etc 

	Civic Protocols Team
	Support implementation across Civic events
	2019

	Property Unit 
	Support implementation 
	Progressive implementation in line with update/renewal of permits, leases, licences and contracts etc

	Youth Services Unit
	Support implementation 
	Progressive implementation in line with update/renewal of permits, leases, licences and contracts etc

	Recreation Services Unit
	Support stakeholder engagement prior to implementation 
Pending consultation, support implementation 
	2019/2020
Progressive implementation in line with seasonal and annual ground allocations, renewals to tenancy, lease and contract agreements

	Aquatic and Leisure Services
	Support stakeholder engagement prior to implementation
Pending consultation, support implementation 
	Progressive implementation in line with lease and contract agreements

	All other Council Units
	Support upholding the policy
	Ongoing


EVALUATION AND REVIEW

The policy will be evaluated as part of the review of the Waste and Litter Strategy 2018, which will occur in late 2022 in preparation for the following five-year strategy. Annual reporting on implementation progress will occur through the ESD Annual Achievements Report, commencing June 2020.
7    DEFINITIONS 
	Term
	Definition

	Civic event
	An event organised by Council staff for the community. 

	Event
	Any planned activity that occurs in a certain place, during a certain time, which involves a small or large gathering of people and has some level of impact on the immediate surroundings; and that require Council approval, including but not limited to an event permit, hire agreement, lease, contract or tenancy agreement.

	Sporting and recreational activities
	Any regular or organised sporting or recreational activity occurring at Council owned or managed sites, including those run by community sporting clubs and sporting associations 

	Council sites
	Buildings, venues, land, roads or any other locations owned or managed by Council

	Plastic
	Compostable, biodegradable, degradable and non-biodegradable plastic, whether made from petrochemical compounds or organic and renewable materials (e.g. rice, starch, corn etc)

	Single use plastic bag
	A type of disposable bag or pouch made of thin, flexible, plastic film used for containing or transporting goods 

	Single use plastic items
	Includes any disposable plastic and polystyrene items including but not limited to straws, balloons, bags, cutlery, take away containers, bottled water and cling wrap. Disposable paper cups with plastic lining are also covered under this policy.


3 ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS

· Plastic Wise events information sheet D18/396286
· Waste and Litter Strategy D18/304338
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