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Hi and welcome to Merri-bek Community News.
I’m so excited to share with you our first edition of the year,  
full of key projects and capital works that will continue to  
shape our community. 
Work on our 2025-2029 Council Plan is now well underway. This 
plan will guide Council’s work for the next 4 years and is created in 
collaboration with our community. You can read more on page 3.
Our popular Community Budget ideas program is also back. 
So many wonderful ideas have been suggested, thank you to 
everyone who participated! Turn to page 4 to find out what  
made the shortlist.
We have exciting news from our A Park Close to Home program. 
The site at York Street, Pascoe Vale, is moving along well with the 
final designs for the park now complete. To find out more about  
A Park Close to Home program, flick to page 6.
I am delighted that our wonderful facilities at Fawkner Leisure 
Centre and Balam Balam Place are now open for the community 
to enjoy. For more information on the new and improved Fawkner 
Leisure Centre, head to page 6. To read more about the state-of-
the-art creative and accessible community hub Balam Balam Place 
and other capital works projects, head to page 7. 
We also have so many great events coming up! Brunswick Music 
Festival will kick off with the much-loved Sydney Road Street 
Party on Sunday 2 March. You can read more and explore the  
line-up on page 8. Glenroy Festival is also coming up on Sunday  
4 May to celebrate the vibrant and diverse community of Glenroy;  
for details check out page 6. 
There’s so much more to discover inside! So grab your favourite 
drink, get comfortable, and dive into all the exciting things Council 
is doing in your Merri-bek community this summer.

Meet the Mayor 2

Planning for the future  3

Community Budget Ideas 4 

News in brief 5

Fawkner Leisure Centre  5

We love our parks 6

Works in your area 7

Brunswick Music Festival 8

Disclaimer: Information and events contained in 
this publication are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes to events/information may 
occur. Although the publication may be of assistance 
to you, Merri-bek City Council does not guarantee 
that it is without flaw of any kind or is wholly 
appropriate for your particular purposes. Council and 
its employees do not accept any responsibility, and 
indeed expressly disclaim any liability, for any loss or 
damage, whether direct or consequential, suffered by 
any person as the result of or arising from reliance on 
any information contained in the publication.

© All applicable copyrights reserved for Merri-bek 
City Council. Except for any uses permitted under the 
Copyright Act 1968 (Cth), no part of this publication 
may be reproduced in any manner or in any medium 
(whether electronic or otherwise) without the express 
permission of Merri-bek City Council. This document 
is also available as a PDF file on Merri-bek’s website 
at merri-bek.vic.gov.au. We care about the 
environment. Merri-bek Community News is printed 
on 100% recycled carbon neutral paper made 
from post-consumer waste using biodegradable 
vegetable-based inks.

Published by Merri-bek City Council 
March 2025

Locked Bag 10, Brunswick VIC 3056 
03 9240 1111 merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Merri-bek City Council acknowledges the 
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin 
Nation as the traditional custodians of the 
lands and waterways in the area now known 
as Merri-bek, and pays respect to their Elders 
past, present, as well as to all First Nations 
communities, who significantly contribute  
to the life of the area.

Merri-bek Community News is printed 
on 100% recycled carbon neutral paper 
made from post-consumer waste using 
biodegradable vegetable-based inks.

Do you have feedback on 
Merri-bek Community News? 
Email us at  

info@merri-bek.vic.gov.au



3 

Planning for the future of Merri-bek 
After the election of a new council, every Victorian council is required 
to refresh their Community Vision and develop a new four-year Council 
Plan. This process is guided by the Local Government Act 2020. 

What is the Council Plan?
The Council Plan sets the overarching goals and objectives that Council 
aims to achieve during its term. This includes long-term aspirations 
related to the community's development, environmental sustainability, 
economic growth and public wellbeing. When developing the Council 
Plan, newly elected Councillors are guided by the Community Vision and 
public priorities. The plan will reference our refreshed Community Vision 
and how the people of Merri-bek see the future of the municipality.

Where are we now in this process? 
To refresh our Community Vision and assist Councillors with 
development of the Council Plan, we assembled a Community Panel 
and a Youth Panel. The Youth Panel invites young people to actively 
participate in local decision-making and promotes intergenerational 
dialogue. In February, both groups spent three days deliberating on 
what is important for Merri-bek's future. The Community Panel was 
formed from 44 Merri-bek residents randomly selected from over 
950 applications and representing the demographic diversity of our 
municipality. Young voices were represented by 24 people of diverse 
backgrounds and cultures. 
The work of these two panels laid the foundation for our Councillors to 
formulate community priorities and strategic objectives for Merri-bek's 
Council Plan 2025-2029. 

What happens next? 
Once the strategic documents are endorsed, Council will exhibit the 
draft 10-year Community Vision, long-term Asset Plan, long-term 
Financial Plan and four-year Council Plan (incorporating the Municipal 
Health and Wellbeing Plan) for public viewing and community feedback 
for a minimum of 20 business days. We expect this broader community 
engagement to happen throughout July and August 2025. 
To keep up-to-date with the new Council Plan and Community Vision 
visit  conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au

Travel on the  
Upfield Line? 
Melbourne’s north is booming 
and will soon be home to more 
than 1.5 million people. Public 
transport services in the north 
are not meeting our community’s 
needs. But investment in the 
Upfield rail line now will connect 
Melbourne’s north for the future. 
You can be a part of the solution! 
Tell us your experience of 
transport in the north at 

 connectmelbournesnorth.com

Streets for People 
We’re developing our new Streets 
for People Plan, which will help 
us clarify how Merri-bek streets 
function in the wider transport 
system and assist us make 
changes to streets that benefit 
all users. The draft plan identifies 
a network of streets we will 
consider for improvements in the 
coming years. It will be released 
on Conversations Merri-bek for 
community feedback this March. 
Follow along on  conversations.
merri-bek.vic.gov.au/projects-
transport/streets-for-people 
to read the draft plan when it’s 
published and provide  
your feedback.

Join conversations  
on Council activities  
that affect you

Visit 
 conversations.

merri-bek.vic.gov.au
We are committed to ensuring our communications are accessible 
to everyone in our community. If you require this issue of 
Community News in an alternative format please contact us at 

 communications@merri-bek.vic.gov.au or 9240 1111
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�تمع �ي�ت الم�ج ا�ن �ن كار م�ي �أ�ن
�تمع  ا �جدعو�ت الم�ج م�ن ا العام، �ت �ي و�ت�ت سا�ج�ت م�ن هدن و�ن
ا لعام 2026/2025. �ن �ت �ي ا�ن �ن �أ�ن م�ي كارهم �ج�ش ارك�ت �أ�ن لم�ش

: ل�ت �ن كار�ك الم�ن لل�ت�و�ي�ت عل� �أ�ن
لك�ت�و�ن�ي	  ا ال�إ ع�ن �يار�ت مو�ت ام�ح رم�ن ال�س�ت�جا�ج�ت ال���يع�ت ل�ن
ا�ت�ك	  ا�ن ول �أو �ت��ج�يل �ج�ي م �ج�ت��ج�يل الد�ن �ت
كار ك�د 	  ر "support" لل�ت�و�ي�ت عل� 3 �أ�ن � عل� رن �ت ا�ن

�أ�ت��
، �أو ك�ن�ت  ��ن�ت �ت �ن � ال�إ �ي ال�ت�و�ي�ت ع�ج �ج �ن ا ك�ن�ت ل� �ت�عن �إ�ن

م 1111 9240 . � ال��ت�ال �جال��ت ، �ي��ج �ت �إل� م�اعد�ت �ج�ا�ج
ار / مارس  �ت 9 �آ�ن � �يوم لل�ت�و�ي�ت �يوم ال�أ�د الموا�ن �آ�ن

.2025

Community 
Budget Ideas
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In Merri-bek, about 1 in 3 people speak English as their second 
language. We've translated some information about Community 
Budget Ideas so everyone can get involved. Learn more here 

Community Budget Ideas
Earlier this year, we invited our community to 
share their ideas for our 2025-26 budget.
You can now vote for your favourite ideas:
• Scan the QR code to visit our website
• Log in or register your details
• Click on the 'support' button to vote for a 

maximum of 3 ideas
If you don't want to vote online, or you need 
assistance, please call 9240 1111.
Voting closes Sunday 9 March.

English

Topluluğun Bütçe Fikirleri

Bu yılın başında, topluluğumuzu 2025/26 bütçemiz 
için fikirlerini paylaşmaya çağırdık.

En sevdiğiniz fikirlere oy vermek için:

• İnternet sitemizi ziyaret etmek için karekodu 
taratın

• Oturum açın veya hesap oluşturun

• En fazla 3 fikre oy vermek için "support” 
düğmesine tıklayın

İnternet üzerinden oy vermek istemiyorsanız veya 
yardıma ihtiyacınız varsa 9240 1111 numaralı 
telefonu arayın.

Oylama 9 Mart Pazar günü sona erer.

Turkish | Türkçe

�ت Arabic | الع��ج�ي

Idee per il bilancio comunitario

All’inizio di quest’anno abbiamo invitato la 
comunità a condividere le loro idee per il nostro 
bilancio 2025/26.

Per votare le idee che preferisci:

• Per visitare il nostro sito scansiona il codice QR

• Accedi o registra i tuoi dati

• Clicca sul tasto ‘support’ per scegliere fino a un 
massimo di 3 idee

Se non vuoi votare online o se hai bisogno 
d’assistenza, chiamaci al numero 9240 1111.

Le votazioni chiudono domenica 9 marzo.

Italian | Italiano

Ψηφίστε για ιδέες σχετικά με τον

προϋπολογισμό, σελίδα 7

Ιδέες Κοινοτικού Προϋπολογισμού

Νωρίτερα φέτος, καλέσαμε την κοινότητά μας να 
μοιραστεί τις ιδέες της για τον

προϋπολογισμό μας για το έτος 2025/26.

Για να ψηφίσετε τις ιδέες που προτιμάτε:

• Σαρώστε τον κωδικό QR για να επισκεφθείτε 
τον ιστότοπό μας

• Συνδεθείτε ή εγγραφείτε με τα στοιχεία σας

• Κάντε κλικ στο κουμπί «support» για να 
ψηφίσετε έως και 3 ιδέες

Αν δεν θέλετε να ψηφίσετε ηλεκτρονικά ή 
χρειάζεστε βοήθεια, καλέστε στο 9240 1111.

Η ψηφοφορία κλείνει την Κυριακή 9

Μαρτίου.

Greek | Ελληνικά



News in brief
Glenroy Festival
On Sunday 4 May, celebrate the vibrant 
and diverse community of Glenroy with free 
entertainment, delicious food, community 
stalls and activities for the whole family. Come 
down to the Glenroy Community Hub and 
Bridget Shortell Reserve from 11am to 3pm. 

Aged care reforms
The New Aged Care Act will start on July 
1 2025, bringing a range of improvements 
for older people, including easier entry and 
access to services. For those using the 
Commonwealth Home Support Program 
services, there will be no changes until after 
July 1 2027. The Support at Home program 
will replace current packages from July 
next year. Your package provider will offer 
more information on this transition. For new 
service assessments, contact My Aged Care 
at  1800 200 422. Starting January 1, all 
assessments will be managed by the new 
Single Assessment Service. To read more, visit 

 health.gov.au/our-work/aged-care-reforms

Meow!
Through extra funding from the Department 
of Energy, Environment and Climate Action, 
we’re helping keep more of Merri-bek’s cats 
healthy through heavily discounted (or free) 
cat ownership services (including desexing, 
microchipping and vaccinations). For a limited 
time, you’ll only pay $50, and if you have a 
concession card, it’s free. To register, fill out 
the forms at  merri-bek.vic.gov.au/living-in-
merri-bek/animals-and-pets/pet-desexing

Year in review
Did you know that in 2023-2024 we delivered 
59,928 meals to Merri-bek residents, planted 
2,718 trees and collected 26,431 tonnes of 
rubbish? You can find a copy of our annual 
report at one of our libraries, or read it online 
at  merri-bek.vic.gov.au/my-council/news-
and-publications/annual-report
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"There’s a real sense of community"
Our new Fawkner Leisure Centre is now open! Following 
a $36.8 million redevelopment, the state-of-the-art centre 
offers accessible, sustainable facilities for everyone. 
Recently, we caught up with local resident and longtime 
member, Anthony Manovella to see what he thinks of the 
new space.

How long have you been a member at Fawkner Leisure 
Centre?
For over 40 years now! One of my earliest memories is 
actually coming here for swimming lessons. In prep, we 
used to walk hand-in-hand from school — very cute 
looking back. Mum was also a yoga teacher here, so 
there’s a big family connection too. 

What do you love about the new Fawkner Leisure 
Centre?
I look out at the pool and remember meeting my school 
friends, hanging out under the trees, the gym; there’s  
a bit of nostalgia.
But the facilities now are so, so much better! It’s way 
more accessible, there’s lots of shade outside to protect 
people from the sun. The gym is fantastic and full of new 
equipment. 
I’ve also been here so long that I know a lot of people; 
there’s a real sense of community. On reopening day, I saw 
about half a dozen people who were members before [the 
centre closed for redevelopment]. It’s so nice to catch up. 
I also love that there’s a wide demographic of people who 
come here. Older people, younger people, people from all 
backgrounds; there’s something for everyone and it feels 
very inclusive.  

What facilities do you use at the centre and what do you 
like about them?
I primarily use the gym but a couple of days a week I’ll also 
use the pool and swim laps. Physically it makes me feel 
great. I’m retired, but previous to that I had a pretty high-
stress job. I actually used to come here on my lunch breaks 
to swim some laps. It was a wonderful way to de-stress. 
For more information on Fawkner Leisure Centre visit  

 active.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/centres/fawkner 
-leisure-centre
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Howzat!

This March, construction will begin on the 
Raeburn Cricket Net Upgrade. The cricket nets 
at the reserve were built in 1979 with minor 
upgrades since. They are now at the end of  
their lifecycle and becoming unsafe for users.  
In May 2024, the State Government announced 
funding of $175,000 towards the upgrade of 
the nets, and the club saw a successful Council 
Community Budget bid of $100,000 to go 
towards the project and have also received a 
Cricket Victoria grant of $40,000.
The Cricket Club host 15 teams at Raeburn 
Reserve consisting of both male and female 
teams. As we upgrade the nets, we will be 
embracing environmentally friendly practices.  
To find out more, visit  conversations.merri-
bek.vic.gov.au/raeburn-cricket-net-upgrade

Updates on York Street
Our A Park Close to Home plan aims to ensure  
the Merri-bek community live within 500 metres 
walking distance to a park or open space, and 
within 300 metres for those living in our busiest 
areas. As part of this plan, we purchased the 
property at the corner of York and Westgate 
streets in Pascoe Vale South, to turn it into a 
public open space. 
At the beginning of 2024 we asked the 
community, 'What type of park would you 
like this to be?' and heard from 346 people – 
thank you, Merri-bek residents! Your feedback 
informed the development of the final design, 
featuring a sheltered play area, picnic tables, 
drinking fountains and more.
Stay tuned for updates, and in the meantime 
explore the final design of the park in 3D at  

 conversations.merri-bek.vic.gov.au/ 
york-street-park/explore

Subscribe to My Merri-bek 
eNewsletter
Want to receive news and updates 
straight to your inbox? 

We love our parks, 
playgrounds and  
sports grounds

Here’s what’s been happening in our 
community’s green and open spaces.

Merri-bek Community News   |   March 2025

Sunny Days
While playing sport or having a picnic this season, 
remember to stay cool with these tips:
Stay hydrated: Drink plenty of water throughout 
the day. Carry a reusable bottle with you.
Stay cool: Visit the park or the pitch in the 
morning or evening - avoid outdoor activities 
during the hottest part of the day (10 AM - 3 PM). 
Keep blinds closed and stay in air-conditioned 
spaces if possible.
Never leave anyone in a car or hot place:  
Cars heat up fast - never leave adults, kids,  
or pets unattended.
Dress for the weather: Wear light, loose-fitting 
clothes, a hat, and sunscreen.
Check on vulnerable people: Look out for elderly 
neighbours, friends, and those most at risk.
Stay informed: Download the VicEmergency app 
or tune in to AM radio for updates.
Care for animals: Make sure pets stay in a cool 
place with adequate water and consider putting 
out some water for wildlife.
Learn more about staying safe during extreme 
heat and caring for pets at  betterhealth.vic.gov.
au/extreme-heat
In an emergency, call 000. For hearing or speech 
impairments, contact VicEmergency via the 
National Relay Service on 1800 555 677.
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Balam Balam Place, Brunswick
The $30 million redevelopment 
of 15 Phoenix Street is complete! 
There are dedicated spaces for 
maternal and child health services, 
multi-purpose community rooms, 
commercial office spaces and 
an improved connection to the 
Brunswick Baths. The name 
Balam Balam means butterfly in 
Woi-wurrung and symbolises 
beauty, transformation, creativity, 
and the strength of community. 
Registrations are now open for 
creatives and community groups 
interested in using the space to 
meet and gather. 

Dawson St bike lanes, Brunswick
Designs for the Dawson Street 
bike lanes are set for installation 
over the April school holiday 
period. New concrete separators 
will replace the temporary, rubber 
infrastructure, along with road 
resurfacing and fresh linemarking 
to create a safe and easy-to-use 
bike connection for riders of all 
skill levels to enjoy. These lanes 
were originally installed as a 
12-month trial and endorsed for 
permanent installation based on 
community feedback.

Sewell Reserve, Glenroy
We heard that you want fenced 
dog parks in Glenroy! The new 
Sewell Reserve fenced dog park 
is a perfect spot for smaller or 
more relaxed pups. You'll find it 
between the sports pavilion and 
the netball courts on Glenroy 
Road. Included in the upgrade 
is a bunch of natural shade, 
many seating options, a variety 
of terrain for dogs to navigate, 
double-gated access points 
at each end of the park and a 
drinking fountain with a dog bowl.

Wheatsheaf Road, Glenroy
Wheatsheaf Road is an important 
link to Glenroy Station, recently 
upgraded as part of the Level 
Crossing Removal works. We’re 
improving the section between 
Glenroy Road and Plumpton 
Avenue. The upgrades, like 
footpath reconstruction, will 
improve the presentation of 
Wheatsheaf Road, and make it 
easier and safer to visit.

CB Smith Reserve, Fawkner
CB Smith Reserve on Jukes 
Road is home to Fawkner Library 
and other council services that 
make up Fawkner Community 
Hub. New works, including a 
car park upgrade to improve 
accessibility and pedestrian safety, 
additional lighting and pathway 
improvements make the precinct 
a safer and more engaging space 
for the community. The playground 
area has also been made more 
accessible for children.

HW Foletta Park, Brunswick
HW Foletta Park is an area in 
Brunswick that is enjoyed by 
many – and it was time for an 
upgrade! We received your 
thoughts and suggestions about 
what changes you wanted to 
the playground in the small park, 
including the addition of monkey 
bars, roofed playing areas and a 
variety of sitting options.

BABABI DJINANANG WARD BOX FOREST WARD BRUNSWICK WEST WARD BULLEKE-BEK WARD
Cr Sue Bolton Cr Chris Miles Cr Ella Svensson Cr Jay Iwasaki
SBolton@merri-bek.vic.gov.au CMiles@merri-bek.vic.gov.au ESvensson@merri-bek.vic.gov.au JIwasaki@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
0417 583 664 0439 685 801 0467 498 665 0429 431 760

DJIRRI-DJIRRI WARD HARMONY PARK WARD PASCOE VALE SOUTH WARD PENTRIDGE WARD
Mayor Helen Davidson Deputy Mayor Helen Politis Cr Oscar Yildiz Cr Nat Abboud
HDavidson@merri-bek.vic.gov.au HPolitis@merri-bek.vic.gov.au OYildiz@merri-bek.vic.gov.au NAbboud@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
0403 709 948 0456 357 280 0413 850 357 0487 258 044

RANDAZZO WARD WARRK-WARRK WARD WESTBREEN WARD

Your local 
Councillors

Cr Liz Irvin Cr Adam Pulford Cr Katerine Theodosis
LIrvin@merri-bek.vic.gov.au APulford@merri-bek.vic.gov.au KTheodosis@merri-bek.vic.gov.au
0472 846 861 0417 835 793 0459 959 298



Your Brunswick Music Festival calendar  brunswickmusicfestival.com.au

Sydney Road Street Party
Sydney Road Street Party caused 
absolute scenes on social media in 
2024 when multiple spontaneous 
dance parties erupted amongst 
the crowd during the day-long 
event. This year’s family-friendly 
party returns with music, 
performance, snacks and treats, 
spectacle and sun! Block out 
your calendar for this not-to-be-
missed iconic Melbourne event.
When: Sunday 2 March,  
12pm to 6pm
Where: Various venues on 
Sydney Road, Brunswick, from 
Brunswick Road to Victoria Street

Everybody Rocks!
Everybody Rocks! is back with 
another awesome showcase 
of musicians with disabilities, 
neurodivergent artists and their 
allies. The mixed-genre lineup 
includes the ‘Trauma Doof’ of Our 
Carlson, the political hip-hop of 
Combat Wombat, B2B Racerage, 
post-punk gems Screensaver, 
Skink Tank, Hot Tubs Time 
Machine and Inkrewsive MCs. 
Everybody Rocks! is dedicated 
to spotlighting talent while 
advocating for better accessibility 
in Melbourne's live music venues.
When: Friday 7 March, 6pm
Where: The Penny Black

Miss Kaninna and Elsy Wameyo 
with 6 Seasons of Gariwerd  
by Amos Roach
Gilpin Park hosts the incredible 
Miss Kaninna, a proud Yorta Yorta, 
Dja Dja Wurrung, Kalkadoon, 
and Yirendali woman whose 
music fearlessly carries forward 
the storytelling traditions of 
her ancestors. Joining her is 
Elsy Wameyo, a Nairobi-born, 
Adelaide-raised artist whose 
music reflects her journey of 
identity and self-discovery. 
Drawing from hip-hop, R&B and 
gospel, her songs are rich with 
themes of heritage, resilience and 
personal growth.
When: Friday 7 March, 6.30pm
Where: Gilpin Park

Bahamadia with Kaiit and CD 
Bahamadia, a trailblazing rapper, 
producer and educator from 
Philadelphia, has been redefining 
hip hop since her 1996 debut 
Kollage. Joining her is Kaiit, the 
Melbourne-based neo-soul 
sensation with a global fanbase. 
Winner of the 2019 ARIA Award 
for Best Soul/R&B Release, Kaiit 
has captivated audiences with 
their buttery vocals and uplifting 
anthems. Also see R&B soulstress 
CD, from Melbourne’s  
western suburbs.
When: Saturday 8 March, 6.30pm
Where: Gilpin Park

Habibi Hafla and BMF Presents: 
Golden Threads 
All are welcome to the free 
community day that brings 
together and celebrates our Arab 
diaspora communities. Featuring 
Yara, Tarabeat X MzRizk and Hip 
Hop Hoe (DJ) plus food, activities 
and market stalls. 
When: Sunday 9 March 
Where: Fleming Park

Kutcha and Friends
Kutcha is a proud Mutti Mutti, 
Yorta Yorta, Nari Nari senior 
Songman who combines his 
lived experiences, cultural 
activism and deep community 
connections when sharing his 
music and wisdom. The powerful 
truth-telling of his journey as a 
survivor of the Stolen Generations 
is transformative. This event 
is Kutcha’s invitation to come 
together ‘around the campfire’ to 
share songs, cheeky yarns and 
profound experiences.
When: Monday 10 March
Where: Yubup Park 


