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1.
PURPOSE

Director Executive Services reporting that land which Council resolved to purchase at Railway Parade, Pascoe Vale was sold elsewhere prior to Council being able to make an offer. The report proposes procedures to avoid this situation occurring in the future.

2.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Not applicable

3.
BACKGROUND

At the meeting on 14 October 1996, Council, meeting in camera, resolved to purchase the property known as 42 Railway Parade, Pascoe Vale. The following morning, when the Interim Manager, Property, made contact with the Estate Agents, it was established that the land had been sold on the Monday of the meeting.

4.
ISSUES

The failure to purchase this land means a missed opportunity to add the Austin Crescent Reserve and enhance the openness and linkage of the Westbreen Creek Valley which has been identified as an important link for Council’s Moreland Open Space Strategy. Such situations should be avoided in the future.

Decisions to purchase land are made as a result of reports to Council with recommendations. The process for making such a recommendation to Council involves consideration of proposals by the Property Asset Management Committee which consists of representatives of all Council Departments. Following considerations by this group, liaison occurs with relevant Project Councillors and the Portfolio Councillor for Executive Services.

It is proposed that following such a process and where it is generally agreed that a recommendation be made to Council proposing purchase, the Director of Executive Services have the authority, following liaison with the Portfolio Councillor for Executive Services, to make offers on pieces of land with the proviso that it must be confirmed by a Council meeting. In this way, it should be possible to prevent pieces of land in which Council is interested, being sold from underneath it as happened with 42 Railway Parade It is emphasised that such offers would be made only following liaison with the Project Councillor and the extensive internal process outlined in this Report. In all cases a Council decision would be necessary before purchase could occur.

5.
FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS

Not applicable

6.
INTERNAL/EXTERNAL CONSULTATION

This issue has been considered by the Property Asset Management Committee.  Director City Development has been consulted on the report.

7.
CONCLUSION

The proposed process will allow Council to establish interest in a piece of land prior to it being resolved at a Council meeting. However, land will only be purchased should Council resolve accordingly.

RECOMMENDATION

In the case of land purchases, the Director Executive Services, be authorised, following liaison with the Portfolio Councillor, to make offers on pieces of land in which Council is interested, with the proviso that such offers must be confirmed by a Council resolution at the next available meeting or a special meeting.
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