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MINUTES OF THE Council Meeting
HELD AT THE Council Chamber, Moreland Civic Centre, 90 Bell Street, Coburg
ON Monday 25 June 2018

The Mayor opened the meeting at 6 pm and acknowledged the traditional owners, the Wurundjeri people and paid respects to their Elders, past and present, and the Elders from other communities who may be here today. The Mayor acknowledged that currently many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have made Moreland home and in doing so have contributed to the positive, rich diversity of this municipality.

	Present:
	Time In
	Time Out

	Cr John Kavanagh (Mayor)
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Natalie Abboud (Deputy Mayor)
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Sue Bolton 
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Annalivia Carli Hannan 
	6.06 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Helen Davidson 
	6.02 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Jess Dorney
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Ali Irfanli 
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Dale Martin 
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Mark Riley 
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Lambros Tapinos
	6 pm
	7.09 pm

	Cr Oscar Yildiz JP 
	6 pm
	7.09 pm


APOLOGIES:   

Nil

OFFICERS:

Chief Executive Officer – Nerina Di Lorenzo

Director City Infrastructure – Grant Thorne
Director Social Development – Arden Joseph

Director Planning and Economic Development - Kirsten Coster

Unit Manager Governance – Sally Curran
Manager Property and Governance – Olivia Wright

Acting Director Corporate Services – Liz Rowland

Executive Manager Organisation Development - Anita Craven

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND/OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST:
Cr Abboud disclosed a conflict of interest in item DCS31/18 Adoption - 2018/2019 Budget, Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023, Rating Strategy 2018/2019, Fees And Charges Schedule 2018/2019 and Council Action Plan 2018/2019, describing an indirect interest by close association as Cr Abboud’s first cousin is an employee of Northern Community Legal Centre, an organisation Council is considering funding in tonight’s budget.
6.03 pm
Cr Abboud left the Council Chamber.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
	DCS31/18
Adoption - 2018/2019 Budget, Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023, Rating Strategy 2018/2019, Fees and Charges Schedule 2018/2019 and Council Action Plan 2018/2019 (D18/210856)

	The purpose of this report is to present, for adoption, the:


2018/2019 Budget (Attachment 1);


Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023 (Attachment 2)


Rating Strategy 2018/2019 (Attachment 3);


Fees and Charges Schedule 2018/2019 (Attachment 4); and 


Council Action Plan 2018/2019 (Attachment 5).

A number of amendments have been made to the proposed 2018/2019 Budget (proposed budget) that was made available for community consultation on 27 April 2018. These changes are based on new information and budget submissions received as part of the community consultation process. Details of the changes are summarised in section 3 of this report.

76 submissions were made to the proposed budget, addressing 27 separate topics. The submissions are included at Attachment 6.
Changes that have been made to the proposed budget since public consultation are summarised as follows:


Glenroy Bowls Club: Funding of $40,000 has been allocated in the Capital Works Program  to undertake a scoping and feasibility study for future works at this site;


Brunswick Business Incubator: A $10,000 contribution for maintenance of this site as Moreland City Council is now the Committee of Management;


Coles Reserve BBQ Shelter: $30,000 has been allocated from the Public Resort Recreation Land Fund for the construction of this shelter and connective pathway;

Sewell Reserve Sports Ground Lighting: A co-contribution of $140,000 has been made in the CWP to support this initiative to match the clubs contribution of $100,000;

Northern Community Legal Centre (NCLC): A funding contribution on the proviso that if other funding bids are not approved, Moreland residents are not negatively impacted by any NCLC operational decisions to cover the relocation costs;

Charles Mutton Reserve: $50,000 has been allocated in the Capital Works Program for the installation of drinking fountains and a circuit footpath to link existing paths throughout the precinct;

Federal Assistance Grant: Council will receive 50%, being $2.094 million, of the general purpose grants for 2018/2019 in June 2018. As a result the cash position for the proposed budget shows a deficit of $2.094 million. Once Council receives this grant, it will be able to use it to fund its operations during the 2018/2019 financial year. In addition Moreland’s share of the general purpose grant for 2017/2019 has been reduced by $194,770;

Fees and Charges: Aquatics and Leisure Centre fees and charges have been updated following a recent Council briefing. In addition some fees and charges that were previously omitted, but which Council have previously been charging, have now been included in the Fees and Charges Schedule at Attachment 4.
In 2018/2019 there will be 62 active CAP items, down from 76 in the first year of the Council Plan 2017-2021. This reduction is largely due to 14 CAP items being either completed or now considered to be business as usual from 2018/2019 onwards. In addition two new CAP items will commence reporting - CAP 77: Adjust Bike plan and CAP 78: Adjust Pedestrian plan. Also, two CAP items, CAP 26: Design excellence process improvement and CAP 27: Council to partner in one pilot deliberative development project, are on hold pending further activity.


	Officer Recommendation

That Council, having received and considered submissions to the proposed 2018/2019 Budget:

1.
Adopts the 2018/2019 Budget, as detailed in Attachment 1 to this report, and gives public notice in accordance with section 130(2) of the Local Government Act 1989.

2.
In accordance with section 223(1)(d)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1989, notifies in writing, all people who made separate written submissions (and in the case of submissions lodged on behalf of a number of people, notify in writing to one of those people) of Council’s decision, the reasons for the decision and thanks them for their submission.

3.
Formally declares the Rates Levies and Annual Service Charges for the 2018/2019 rating year as follows:

a)
Declaration of Rates and Charges:

In accordance with section 158 of the Local Government Act 1989, the following rates and charges are declared for the rating year commencing 1 July 2018 and ending 30 June 2019.

b)
Amount intended to be raised:

An amount of $149,393,255 (or such other amount as is lawfully raised as a consequence of this resolution) be declared as the amount which Council intends to raise by general rates and the annual service charge, which is calculated as follows:

Category

Amount

Residential properties

$120,260,631

Commercial properties

$7,761,027

Industrial properties

$5,247,727

Vacant land 

$1,397,416

Unoccupied land and buildings 

$18,614

Municipal charge

$0

Service charges

$14,691,267

Charge in lieu of rates on cultural and recreational lands

$16,573

Total

$149,393,255

i.
General rates:


A general rate to be declared for the 2018/2019 financial year. The rateable amount per property will be determined by multiplying the Capital Improved Value of each rateable property by the rate in the dollar indicated in the following table:

Category

Rate 

Residential properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Commercial properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Industrial properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Vacant land properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Unoccupied land and building 

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

ii.
No amount is fixed as the minimum amount payable by way of general rate in respect of each rateable property within the municipal district.

c)
Municipal charge: 

No municipal charge is declared in respect of the 2018/2019 financial year.

d)
Annual service charge:

i.
An annual service charge, for the collection and disposal of refuse, be declared in respect of the 2018/2019 financial year.

ii.
The annual service charge be in the sum of, and be based on the criteria, set out below:

Category

Rate

60 litres of capacity

$65.68

80 litres of capacity

$175.14

120 litres of capacity

$394.06

120 litre bin (shared 240litre)

$295.54

160 litres of capacity

$569.20

160 litres of capacity (concession approved)

$284.60

200 litres of capacity

$700.55

200 litres of capacity (concession approved)

$350.27

240 litres of capacity (residential properties)

$831.90

240 litres of capacity (shared)

$131.35

240 litres of capacity (residential property concession approved)

$415.95

e)
Cultural and recreational land:

In accordance with section 4(4) of the Cultural and Recreational Lands Act 1963, the following amounts be declared as a charge in lieu of the general rate (which would otherwise be payable):

Glenroy Road, Glenroy

Northern Golf Club

$14,500

Outlook Road, Coburg

Vic Amateur Basketball Association

$2,073

Total:

$16,573

f)
Incentives: 

No incentives are declared for the payment of general rates (and annual service charge described earlier in this resolution) before dates fixed or specified for their payment under section 167 of the Local Government Act 1989.

g)
Interest on rates and charges:

i.
Interest is to be charged in accordance with section 172 of the Local Government Act 1989, on any amounts of rates and charges which have not yet been paid by the instalment dates fixed by the Minister in accordance with section 167 of the Local Government Act 1989;

ii.
That the interest to be charged is at the rate fixed under section 2 of the Penalty Interest Rates Act 1983, that applied on the first day of July immediately before the due date for payment; and

iii.
Interest on rates and charges is to be calculated from the date on which the instalment was due.

h)
Interest on unpaid monies:

i.
Interest is to be charged on any amounts of money (other than rates and charges) which a person owes to the Council, and which has not been paid by the due date;

ii.
The interest rate shall be determined by Council from time to time and shall not exceed the rate fixed from time to time by the Order-in-Council; and

iii.
That such interest is to be applied in accordance with the provisions of section 227A of the Local Government Act 1989.

4.
Notes the creation of a Significant Projects Reserve with an initial allocation of $4,871,114. The fund will be used for the design and construction of those projects deemed as significant as per the guidelines. In addition, existing funds currently being held in the Saxon Street and Wheatsheaf Reserves will be transferred to this Significant Projects Reserve.

5.
Notes the creation of a Future Council Action Plan Reserve with an initial allocation of $300,000. 

6.
Notes provision for one-off funding of $55,000 for the Northern Community Legal Centre relocation has been included in the 2018/2019 Budget, on the condition that Moreland residents will not be negatively impacted by any Northern Community Legal Centre operational decisions to cover the relocation costs, particularly if other funding submissions are not successful.

7.
Notes the Upfield Bike Path extension is now being funded by VicRoads. The $480,000 previously allocated to this program has been reallocated to other projects/programs under the Bicycle Strategy 2011-2021. $70,000 for the lighting of the Upfield Bike Path will remain in Moreland’s Capital Works Program.
8.
Notes the acceleration of bike path designs from future years into earlier years. These accelerated projects will not have a financial impact on the 2018/2019 budget. 

9.
Notes funding for the Shopping Strip Renewal Program has been updated to reflect the revised implementation plan endorsed by Council at the 9 May 2018 meeting, including funding of $50,000 in 2018/2019 for design of the Gaffney Street/Pascoe Vale Station centre, and authorises the Chief Executive Officer to accelerate funding to commence construction as soon as designs are complete, utilising Council’s strong cash position and replenishing cash from the future Capital Works Program allocation(s).

10.
Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to continue with design of the Bonwick Street project, and allocates surplus funds from 2017/2018 for construction of the project over two financial years 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 to a total estimated cost of $2.192 million. 

11.
Notes, at its 13 June 2018 meeting, Council resolved (DCI13/18) to provide Darebin City Council up to $1.470 million from the Bridge Reserve to fund the construction of a pedestrian/cycle bridge crossing the Merri Creek from Kingfisher Gardens/CERES, Brunswick East to Beavers Road, Northcote.

12.
Adopts the Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023, at Attachment 2 to this report.

13.
Adopts the Rating Strategy 2018/2019, at Attachment 3 to this report.

14.
Adopts the Fees and Charges Schedule 2018/2019, at Attachment 4 to this report.

15.
Adopts the Council Action Plan 2018/2019, at Attachment 5 to this report.

16.
Notes the public submissions to the proposed 2018/2019 Budget and Rating Strategy, and Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023, at Attachment 6 to this report.

	Motion
Cr Bolton moved, Cr Davidson seconded -

That Council includes provision for one-off funding of $55,000 for the Northern Community Legal Centre relocation in the 2018/2019 Budget, on the condition that Moreland residents will not be negatively impacted by any Northern Community Legal Centre operational decisions to cover the relocation costs, particularly if other funding submissions are not successful.

Amendment

Cr Martin moved, Cr Irfanli seconded -

The following words be included:

Northern Community Legal Centre is required to provide acquittal of the expenditure of Council’s funds within three months of the service being relocated.

The amendment was carried and became the substantive motion as follows:
Resolution

1.
That Council includes provision for one-off funding of $55,000 for the Northern Community Legal Centre relocation in the 2018/2019 Budget, on the conditions that 

a)
Moreland residents will not be negatively impacted by any Northern Community Legal Centre operational decisions to cover the relocation costs, particularly if other funding submissions are not successful.
b)
Northern Community Legal Centre is required to provide acquittal of the expenditure of Council’s funds within three months of the service being relocated.
Carried
6.21 pm
Cr Abboud returned to the Council Chamber.

Cr Riley moved, Cr Abboud seconded -

That Council, having received and considered submissions to the proposed 2018/2019 Budget:

2.
Adopts the 2018/2019 Budget, as detailed in Attachment 1 to this report, and gives public notice in accordance with section 130(2) of the Local Government Act 1989.

3.
In accordance with section 223(1)(d)(ii) of the Local Government Act 1989, notifies in writing, all people who made separate written submissions (and in the case of submissions lodged on behalf of a number of people, notify in writing to one of those people) of Council’s decision, the reasons for the decision and thanks them for their submission.

4.
Formally declares the Rates Levies and Annual Service Charges for the 2018/2019 rating year as follows:

a)
Declaration of Rates and Charges:

In accordance with section 158 of the Local Government Act 1989, the following rates and charges are declared for the rating year commencing 1 July 2018 and ending 30 June 2019.

b)
Amount intended to be raised:

An amount of $149,393,255 (or such other amount as is lawfully raised as a consequence of this resolution) be declared as the amount which Council intends to raise by general rates and the annual service charge, which is calculated as follows:

Category

Amount

Residential properties

$120,260,631

Commercial properties

$7,761,027

Industrial properties

$5,247,727

Vacant land 

$1,397,416

Unoccupied land and buildings 

$18,614

Municipal charge

$0

Service charges

$14,691,267

Charge in lieu of rates on cultural and recreational lands

$16,573

Total

$149,393,255

i.
General rates:


A general rate to be declared for the 2018/2019 financial year. The rateable amount per property will be determined by multiplying the Capital Improved Value of each rateable property by the rate in the dollar indicated in the following table:
Category

Rate 

Residential properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Commercial properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Industrial properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Vacant land properties

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

Unoccupied land and building 

0.0022004

(0.22004 cents in the dollar of Capital Improved Value)

ii.
No amount is fixed as the minimum amount payable by way of general rate in respect of each rateable property within the municipal district.

c)
Municipal charge: 

No municipal charge is declared in respect of the 2018/2019 financial year.

d)
Annual service charge:

i.
An annual service charge, for the collection and disposal of refuse, be declared in respect of the 2018/2019 financial year.

ii.
The annual service charge be in the sum of, and be based on the criteria, set out below:

Category

Rate

60 litres of capacity

$65.68

80 litres of capacity

$175.14

120 litres of capacity

$394.06

120 litre bin (shared 240litre)

$295.54

160 litres of capacity

$569.20

160 litres of capacity (concession approved)

$284.60

200 litres of capacity

$700.55

200 litres of capacity (concession approved)

$350.27

240 litres of capacity (residential properties)

$831.90

240 litres of capacity (shared)

$131.35

240 litres of capacity (residential property concession approved)

$415.95

e)
Cultural and recreational land:

In accordance with section 4(4) of the Cultural and Recreational Lands Act 1963, the following amounts be declared as a charge in lieu of the general rate (which would otherwise be payable):

Glenroy Road, Glenroy

Northern Golf Club

$14,500

Outlook Road, Coburg

Vic Amateur Basketball Association

$2,073

Total:

$16,573

f)
Incentives: 

No incentives are declared for the payment of general rates (and annual service charge described earlier in this resolution) before dates fixed or specified for their payment under section 167 of the Local Government Act 1989.

g)
Interest on rates and charges:

i.
Interest is to be charged in accordance with section 172 of the Local Government Act 1989, on any amounts of rates and charges which have not yet been paid by the instalment dates fixed by the Minister in accordance with section 167 of the Local Government Act 1989;

ii.
That the interest to be charged is at the rate fixed under section 2 of the Penalty Interest Rates Act 1983, that applied on the first day of July immediately before the due date for payment; and

iii.
Interest on rates and charges is to be calculated from the date on which the instalment was due.

h)
Interest on unpaid monies:

i.
Interest is to be charged on any amounts of money (other than rates and charges) which a person owes to the Council, and which has not been paid by the due date;

ii.
The interest rate shall be determined by Council from time to time and shall not exceed the rate fixed from time to time by the Order-in-Council; and

iii.
That such interest is to be applied in accordance with the provisions of section 227A of the Local Government Act 1989.

5.
Notes the creation of a Significant Projects Reserve with an initial allocation of $4,871,114. The fund will be used for the design and construction of those projects deemed as significant as per the guidelines. In addition, existing funds currently being held in the Saxon Street and Wheatsheaf Reserves will be transferred to this Significant Projects Reserve.

6.
Notes the creation of a Future Council Action Plan Reserve with an initial allocation of $300,000. 

7.
Notes the Upfield Bike Path extension is now being funded by VicRoads. The $480,000 previously allocated to this program has been reallocated to other projects/programs under the Bicycle Strategy 2011-2021. $70,000 for the lighting of the Upfield Bike Path will remain in Moreland’s Capital Works Program.

8.
Notes the acceleration of bike path designs from future years into earlier years. These accelerated projects will not have a financial impact on the 2018/2019 budget. 

9.
Notes funding for the Shopping Strip Renewal Program has been updated to reflect the revised implementation plan endorsed by Council at the 9 May 2018 meeting, including funding of $50,000 in 2018/2019 for design of the Gaffney Street/Pascoe Vale Station centre, and authorises the Chief Executive Officer to accelerate funding to commence construction as soon as designs are complete, utilising Council’s strong cash position and replenishing cash from the future Capital Works Program allocation(s).

10.
Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to continue with design of the Bonwick Street project, and allocates surplus funds from 2017/2018 for construction of the project over two financial years 2018/2019 and 2019/2020 to a total estimated cost of $2.192 million. 

11.
Notes, at its 13 June 2018 meeting, Council resolved (DCI13/18) to provide Darebin City Council up to $1.470 million from the Bridge Reserve to fund the construction of a pedestrian/cycle bridge crossing the Merri Creek from Kingfisher Gardens/CERES, Brunswick East to Beavers Road, Northcote.

12.
Adopts the Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023, at Attachment 2 to this report.

13.
Adopts the Rating Strategy 2018/2019, at Attachment 3 to this report.

14.
Adopts the Fees and Charges Schedule 2018/2019, at Attachment 4 to this report.

15.
Adopts the Council Action Plan 2018/2019, at Attachment 5 to this report.

16.
Notes the public submissions to the proposed 2018/2019 Budget and Rating Strategy, and Strategic Resource Plan 2018-2023, at Attachment 6 to this report.
Carried Unanimously


Confidential Business: 
	Resolution
Cr Davidson moved, Cr Abboud seconded -
In accordance with section 89(2) of the Local Government Act 1989 this Council meeting be closed to the public to consider this report:

(
DCI17/18 Contractual arrangements - Project Development and New Energy Jobs Funding Agreements (D18/224685) because it relates to contractual matters. 

Carried


The Council meeting was closed to the public at 6.26 pm.
OPENING THE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC

	Resolution
Cr Davidson moved, Cr Riley seconded -
The Council meeting be open to the public.
Carried


The Council meeting was opened to the public at 7.09 pm.

The meeting closed at 7.09 pm.

Confirmed

Cr John Kavanagh
MAYOR
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25 June 2018 (D18/233756)
1

