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SPECIAL Council MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday 27 September 2017
Commencing 6 pm 
Council Chamber, Moreland Civic Centre, 90 Bell Street, Coburg
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This is the Agenda for the Council meeting.
For assistance with any of the agenda items,
please telephone 9240 1111.
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1.
WELCOME

2.
APOLOGIES 
3.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND/OR CONFLICT OF INTERESTS

4.
COUNCIL REPORT

City Infrastructure
DCI49/17
Public Submissions to the proposed General Local Law 2018 (D17/337088)
3 
DCI49/17
Public Submissions to the proposed General Local Law 2018 (D17/337088)

Director City Infrastructure
Amenity and Compliance 
Executive Summary

Under Section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) a person has a right to make a submission and be heard in support of their written submission with regard to the proposed General Local Law 2018.

146 submissions including one petition containing 173 signatures were received. A copy of all submissions is contained in Attachment 1.

41 submitters have indicated that they would like to speak in support of their submission at the meeting.

	Recommendation

That Council notes that 146 submissions including one petition containing 173 signatures were received in relation to the proposed General Local Law 2018.




REPORT

1.
Policy Context

The Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), states the responsibility of Council for the preparation of a Local Law.

Council is required under section 223 of the Act to hear and consider submissions on the proposed General Local Law 2018.

2.
Background

At the July 2017 Council meeting, Council resolved to endorse the proposed General Local Law 2018 (the proposed Local Law) for public comment in accordance with the requirements of the Act. Council also resolved to give public notice in the Victoria Government Gazette, on Council’s website and in the local newspaper stating the purpose and general purport of the proposed Local Law and that any person affected by the proposed Local Law may make a submission under section 223 of the Act between. Council also resolved to consider any submissions received under section 223 of the Act at a meeting of Council.

The public notice was issued inviting submissions to be received by 11.59 pm on 20 August 2017.

The public notice also advised that submissions would be heard at a meeting of Council to be held on 27 September 2017.

The proposed Local Law has been on public display at the 3 Citizens Service Centres and the 5 Council libraries in accordance with the requirements of the Act for the required 28 day period. It has also been available for downloading on Council’s website over the same period.

Two drop-in sessions were held on Wednesday 2 August 2017 at Fawner Senior Citizens Centre and Monday 7 August 2017 at Brunswick Town Hall.

3.
Issues

Submissions were invited to the draft proposed Local Law, modified and endorsed by Council at the July 2017 Council meeting (DCI38/17). 

The main changes incorporated into the draft proposed Local Law released for consultation addressed by community members included:

Formatting and language – re-ordering and grouping of sections of the Local Law and simplification of the language used;


Significant trees – clauses have been included requiring a permit to prune, kill and remove a significant tree. This has been included to assist in maintaining the natural environment and the aesthetics of the municipality and will aid in providing shade, shelter and habitat;


Camping – camping for recreational purposes will be allowed in some public areas of the municipality, as prescribed by Council. Camping will not be allowed in other public areas unless a person is homeless or is in need of secure accommodation or if a person is experiencing challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support; 


Permits - activities that can cause obstruction on public roads, footpaths and in public places, for example the distribution of flyers, fundraising, political rallies or meetings, will no longer require a permit;


Consumption of liquor in public places – the consumption of alcohol will be allowed anywhere in Moreland, except in areas prescribed by Council;


Penalty units – the penalty units within the proposed Local Law have been updated to reflect the level of the breach, with offences committed by corporations being twice the amount set out in the schedule;


Construction management – provisions have been included to increase the control of activities around building site to address issues of noise, dust and other disturbances caused by building works;


Commercial fitness trainers – will not require a permit to conduct business in public places; and


Interference with waste – during hard waste collections residents will be allowed to take items left on nature strips. This change also allows residents to put their rubbish in the bins of others, as well as take rubbish from the bins of others.

Regional/strategic implications

The implementation of the proposed Local Law aims to assist in achieving the strategic objectives from the Council Plan 2013–2017.

Human Rights Consideration

The implications of this report have been assessed in accordance with the requirements of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities.

4.
Consultation

Councillors, Moreland Executive Group and officers from various council departments have been consulted during the development of the proposed Local Law. 

The proposed Local Law has been on public display at the 3 Citizens Service Centres and the 5 Council libraries in accordance with the requirements of the Act for the required 28 day period. It has also been available on Council’s website over the same period. 

Notification was sent Victoria Police, Metropolitan Fire Brigade, Council Advisory Groups, neighbouring Councils and the Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation. 

Two drop-in sessions were held on Wednesday 2 August 2017 at Fawner Senior Citizens Centre and Monday 7 August 2017 at Brunswick Town Hall. 

Submissions were received either via an online form available on Council’s website, via email or a hard copy submission form which was made available at Council’s Customer Service Centres and libraries. 

5.
Officer Declaration of Conflict of Interest

Council officers involved in the preparation of this report have no conflict of interest in this matter.

6.
Financial and Resources Implications

The direct costs of reviewing the General Local Law 2007 and the Environmental and Civic Assets Local Law 2014 and the associated advertising, legal advice, printing and other minor costs are met by the Strategic Transport and Compliance and Legal Services operating budgets. 

7.
Implementation

Submissions and feedback received will be reviewed and if appropriate, incorporated into the General Local Law 2018 (final draft). The final draft will be presented to Council in early 2018 for adoption and subsequent gazettal. The new General Local Law will take effect on 1 February 2018 at which point the current General Local Law 2007 and the Environmental and Civic Assets Local Law 2014 will cease to be operational.
Attachment/s
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Name S

Comments: Dear Councillors, | would like to add my voice in absolute horror and disgust at the
proposed Council laws to prevent homeless people from soliciting money in our streets and camping
in public places, together with further laws to create permit-only "democracy" subject to the
political or bureacratic whims of a Council and Council staff who appear to have lost all faculties of
compassion, empathy, and respect for freedom of expression. Under the permit laws, any protest,
whether focused on such issues as the heritage Champ St tree that the Council is about to chainsaw,
Moreland's high rise fire traps, support for refugees (like the weekly Grandmothers for Refugees vigil
on the Bell/Sydney Rd corner), or the simple freedom of any person or political group to peacefully
hand out leaflets, is now to be subjected to the "guided democracy” powers of this Council and its
officers. If these laws are enacted, | for one will be challenging the Council to arrest me for sitting
down next to a homeless person and myself soliciting money to assist them; and for distributing
handouts without a permit in the streets of Moreland arguing against these heartless and anti-
democratic Council laws. If 1 am fined, | will refuse to pay, and, if necessary, | will go to gaol rather
than pay any fines. | have done this before and | will do it again. | can scarcely believe that | am living
in a municipality with councillors that can even contemplate such a heartless assault on some of the
most vulnerable people in our community and on such basic democratic rights as handing out
leaflets.In sorrow and anger,
|
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on:

(a) the Moreland City Council Proposed General Local
Law 2018 Community Impact Statement; and (b) the
Moreland City Council draft General Local Law 2018 as
submitted for public consultation in July-August 2017

NB | wish to be heard in support of my submission at the
meeting of Council scheduled to be heard on Wed 27
September 2017 at 6pm, Council Chamber, 90 Bell St, Coburg.

(a) Community Impact Statement

1. Under the heading “Consultation Meetings” the document says “Internal
consultation with Council departments, Councillors and stakeholders has
been conducted throughout the review process”. Elsewhere, however, the
document refers to “internal stakeholders across various areas of Council”.
The document should be clearer, in talking in the past tense under the above
heading, that the stakeholders referred to are simply the internal Council
stakeholders. Otherwise it might be inferred that external stakeholders had
been consulted during the drafting stage of the laws. Further, these
stakeholders should be specified in the document.

Recommendation (1) that the relevant sentence under the heading
“Consultation Meetings” be reworded to read: “Internal consultation
with Council departments, Councillors and internal stakeholders was
conducted during the drafting phase of the review process, and further
consultation with the community and external stakeholders will occur
through the public consultation phase on the draft law”.

2. The document section on “Process” refers to “seeking submissions”
from a range of “external stakeholders”. It does not specifically mention
seeking submssions from the major welfare and advocacy organizations (eg
the Brotherhood of St Laurence, Salvation Army) experienced in working with
and addressing the needs of the most vulnerable groups in our community,
especially the homeless, unemployed, and people with disabilities.





[image: image5.png]Recommendation (2) Specifically, the “process section” should make
clear that itis actively forwarding the relevant draft laws to such welfare
agencies, and consulting with them, to seek comment on any problems
they might see in specific laws, such as those relating to camping,

" leaving possessions unattended, or collecting money (eg for the Big
Issue).

In particular the Council should be proactive on consulting with: (a) Moreland
homeless people themselves, (b) the 36 CEO's of Victorian's leading
homelessness, housing and social service organizations, who recently, in a
joint statement (18/1/17), affirmed “It is not iliegal to be poor and homeless.
We will never solve poverty and homelessness by moving people on, or by
putting them in crisis accommodation for a few weeks"; (c) Justice Connect,
who provide legal assistance to the homeless, who stated that laws that
criminalise camping and leaving unattended property “risk pushing people to
the edges of the city and isolating them further from services and supports”;
and (d) the Council to Homeless Persons.

3. Section 7 of the Community impact Statement relates to “Significant Trees”,
stating that :

“Trees which are of special significance due to their size, age, historical nature,
botanical or horticultural importance, or their contribution to the surrounding
landscape need to be protected”.

This refers to Draft General Law ‘2.6 A person must not, without a permit:

(a) remove, prune, damage, kill or destroy or direct, authorise or aflow to be
removed, pruned, damaged, killed or destroyed a Significant tree”

This is a welcome law and principle that | would strongly support. However, |
note that there appears to be a major contradiction between Council practice
and principle on the preservation of significant trees. At VCAT, according to
Champ St residents involved in a 2016 VCAT hearing on the Champ St
Spotted Gum heritage listed significant tree (standing in the way of a new exit
from Pentridge) and that is part of a heritage listed significant streetscape on
the Council’'s own heritage-overlay land, Council representatives sought to
deny to VCAT the heritage status of this tree, despite its listing as such in the
Council's own register of such trees and despite the VCAT Commissioner
ruling that it was a heritage tree (although giving his own ruling that the tree
may be cut down).

4. A better process for future reviews of the General Local Law would be for
Council to start consulting with external stakeholders in the drafting stage of




[image: image6.png]the law rather than expect to be able to do this in the very limited consultation
period of 4 weeks.

Recommendation (3) Public consultation as part of General Local Law
reviews should be extended to 3 months, and external stakeholders
should be consulted in the drafting as well the public consultation
stage.

5. The Community Impact Statement should include live links to relevant
charters of principles supported at a state or national level, such as the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities, the Burra Charter, and the
Australian Constitution.

(b) the Moreland City Council draft General Local Law
2018 as submitted for public consultation in July-
August 2017

6. Clause 2.2 (e) appears to give an unlimited right of a Council authorized
officer to direct anyone in a public place to leave that place. This is very ciear
breach of freedom of assembly and speech in a public place, and may
conceivable be used against peaceful protests and demonstrations.
Recommendation (4) is that this clause include the rider that an
authorized officer may direct anyone in a public place to leave that place
if that person has committed an offence under relevant clauses of the
General Local Law.

7.Clause 2.7 relating to Camping. While there have been problems with
recreational vehicle campers inappropriately using Council carparks with toilet
facilities (such as Coburg Lake), the best way of addressing is through
signage explaining why this is inappropriate instead of a by-law that may well
have a harmful impact on those who, for various compelling reasons, may be
choosing to sleep in a vehicle. It is unclear how people accosted by an
authorized council officer or police officer would be able to prove they are in
the categories envisaged under 2.7 (a) & (b), and such accosting might well
be experienced as harassment by vulnerable people (even if not intended as
such by the accosting officer). As was evident in interviews given by
recreational vehicle campers to the Moreland Leader last hear, they seem to
be very reasonable young travellers who would be quite open to going
elsewhere if the signage explained why it was inappropriate for them to use,
say, Coburg Lake Park.

Recommendation (5): Delete 2.7.

8. Clause 6.2 relating to Street Art

This appears to be addressing something that is not actually a problem but a
desirable community enlivening of often dull and drab public places. The
knitted woollens on many lampposts and other structures in the municipality
have lifted all our spirits. They compare very favourably with the Council's




[image: image7.png]extraordinary decision to incongruously replace proper street pavement with
uneven black bitumen at the Coburg Shopping Centre.
Recommendation (6): Delete 6.2.

9. Clause 7.1 relating to street trading.

This again is another unnecessary law for something that is not a great
problem or inconvenience and may well have a very adverse effect on
particular disadvantaged groups or community-based organizations seeking
to raise funds. For example, unemployed people would presumably not be
allowed to sell “The Big Issue” on the streets of Moreland. Use of the term
“spruiking” might also contradict rights of freedom of speech, if the spruiking
was encouraging people to buy political newspapers.

Recommendation (7): Delete 7.1

10. Clause 7.4 relating to busking.

This yet again is an unnecessary law for something that is no great problem
and, on the contrary, brings life, music and joy in our everyday visits to public
places, shopping centres and events. While permits are available, the whole
process of having to apply for them may be discouraging and reduce the
presence of buskers across the municipality. As a long term Coburg resident,
| have fond memories of the flute player with visual impairment who used to
play on the Coburg corner near Baker's Delight. The other day | was brought
to tears as | heard Bob Dylan’s 1962 song “Don't think twice, it's alright” sung
hauntingly by a young woman busker. That's right, it's alright, that is unless
you're a busker trying to make ends meet in a world where uncaring councils
are intraducing laws that restrict or prevent you from even having the most
meagre of incomes.

Recommendation (8): Delete 7.4.

11. Clause 7.5 relating to furniture in a public place

This is an extremely worrying and disturbing anti-democratic by-law that will
have the function of practically reducing the possibilities for residents and
community groups to address concerns through collecting signatures on
petitions and to present materials and publications on any issues of concern.
The need to have portable card-tables to present materials and gather
signatures is vital to resilient local democratic process. Receiving petitions is a
key agenda item in standing Council meeting agendas and one of the
principal ways in which residents can raise concerns. This clause again
creates obstacles and conditions on grass roots democracy and undermines
the ability of residents to raise concerns. | am wondering whether the Council
is actually trying to avoid major issues by placing practical obstacles in the
way of gaining significant numbers of signatures. Certainly the Council’'s
cavalier indifference Coburg residents’ past eight years of petitioning on
inadequate public toilet provision at Coburg Shopping Centre seems to
suggest the intent of this bylaw is to avoid having to deal with petitioners, not
directly of course but by creating practical bureaucratic obstacles to actually
collecting signatures. There is also an inherent attack on freedom of speech in
not being able to properly display materials on key issues of the day, whether
they be local, environmental, war threats, or refugees.

Recommendation (9): Delete 7.5
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Despite the major cladding fires at Docklands (Lacrosse Tower two years
ago), the Brunswick Anstey Square cladding fire (in March 2017), and the
London Grenfell fire that claimed 80 lives, Council has failed to seize the
opportunity to require new general building works laws prohibiting the use of
inflammable cladding or the design of fire-trap high rise buildings with only
one stairwell and higher than fire brigade ladders can reach.

Recommendation (10) is that the Council include new general building
laws prohibiting the use of inflammable cladding, and multiple fire
evacuation stairwells in high rise buildings, and restricting buildings to
a height that fire brigade ladders can reach (12-13 stories).

13. Clauses relating to Offences by Corporations

18.2 sets the penalty at twice the amount in the Schedule. For large
corporations and developers this is a slap over the wrist with a limp lettuce
leaf. One developer at Pentridge sold a parcel of land acquired three years
before for $4 million for $12 million without turning a sod.

Recommendation (11) Penalties for corporations should be increased to
10 times the scheduled ones for residents.

14. Clause 17.5 is unnecessarily bureaucratic.
Recommendation (12): Delete 17.5.

15. Clause 17.13 (d) on powers of Council to cancel permits opens the way to
arbitrary and undemocratic cancellation of permits merely on the basis of
unspecified “circumstances”. Circumstances could, of course, include
absolutely everything, including discrimination or personal political opposition
of Council officers to a particular activity requiring a permit (eg setting up a
card table with political materials in a public place).

Recommendation (13): Delete 17.3.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Congratulations to Councillors for deleting Local law proposals for: the ban on protests, the ban on

leafleting and the ban on soliciting for money. We live in a democratic society. Council still needs to delete Local
law proposals for a ban on busking without a permit, a ban on stalls without a permit, a ban on street art without a

permit.

Council meeting: No
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Naim e |

Comments: To Moreland City Council We are writing on behalf of the Refugee Action Collective to express our
concern about the draft local laws currently under consideration by Moreland council. We are both residents of
Moreland, as are many other members of RAC. We are concerned in particular about sections 7.3 ("permit
required for selling in a public place") and 7.8 ("fumiture in a public place"). RAC, in campaigning for refugee
fights, often sets up a stall in a street or shopping centre. Such a stall comprises a small folding table, on which
we put petitions, leaflets, badges etc, and an A-frame, on which we put posters. We believe that such stalls make
an important contribution to discussion in the community on refugee rights. They provide an environment where
we can inform other people about what is happening to refugees, have discussions about our ideas for change,
and encourage people to become active in bringing about positive change. The stalls provide an opportunity for
members of the public to express their opinions and concems via petitions to the House of Representatives. The
stalls also help us raise money. We sell badges, stickers, T-shirts and books. As a voluntary organisation with no
funding from government or big business, we need to raise money to get the message of refugee rights out to a
wider audience. Stalls are one way of doing this. We are concerned that the ban on "fumiture” and on "selling” in
a public place without a permit may prevent us setting up stalls, or make it very expensive due to the cost of
obtaining a permit, and thereby hinder our work of promoting discussion and action on refugee rights S
I, o' the Refugee Action Collective

Council meeting: Yes
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Namejg

Comments: dear Cr Helen Davidson Re;drinking alcohol in any public place | personally don't consume alcohol
but | don't support that drinking alcohol is controlled by law. do we need to head to nanny state more? itis

frustrating to see aggressive drinkers but i don't see forcing rules solves long term. it s too much powering

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Section 9.2 (Waste), subsection (d) makes it an offence to move a waste container from the
premises for which it was issued. This s a sensible rule to discourage people from taking other people’s bins.
However it would appear that it is not an offence under 9.2 (d) to move a waste container from a public space to
premises other than the premises for which the waste container was issued. Most bin thefts in my street occur
when bins are taken from the footpath after the bins have been emptied and | urge Council to make it clear that
this practice is unacceptable. Council may receive legal advice that 9.2 (e) (“a waste container must not be used
for any purpose other than the purpose for which is was issued") disallows taking bins belonging to other people,
but i this is not the case then | recommend that section 9.2 (d) be reworded, for example: (d) move, or cause,
allow or suffer to be moved a waste container either from the premises for which it was issued, or to premises
other than the premiises for which it was issued.

There is a formatting error in Section 9.2 (Waste), subsection (h), which relates to the need to securely wrap
some types of waste. The existing 9.2 (h) iii should become 9.2 (i) because it has nothing to do with the wrapping
of waste. 9.2 (h) ii should be splitinto two parts: i glass, wire, or other jagged or rough edge material or object; i
animal faeces.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | haven't looked through all these changes, but am supportive of the changes to
significant trees, camping (especially the provision that those who are homeless or suffering are
allowed to camp) and the changes to alcohol consumption. It'd be so good for street culture in
summer if drinking was allowed in public. Obviously there should be some exceptions to this and
being drunk and disorderly is still not allowed. But I'm thinking things like picnics in the park with
friends, or the Sydney Rd festival are great examples where drinking in public would be suitable.

Council meeting: No
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Name

Comments: There would be absolutely no benefit to allowing alcohol drinking in public places. | cant believe
that anybody at council is wasting their time on this issue. Head up Sydney Rd or Bell St near the Coburg library
and see if alcohol in public areas is a good thing. There would no doubt be many innocent people caught up with
trouble caused by public drinking. Once you allow drinking in public, what's next? Heroin being allowed in public?
The Moreland Council s quickly becoming a squatters paradise.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | think Moreland needs to take a look at the laws surrounding drinking (in moderation) in public
parks. There are a few complaints online from people who are complaining about people drinking publicly and
broken bottles. My response was the following. People are forgetting a few things. The broken bottles you are
talking about are being left by people who currently brake the law and drink in public, this won't change
regardiess of a change in the law. Publicly being drunk and disorderly would still be against the law if the ability to
have a drink with friends in the afternoon in the parm was allowed. If someone is acting up, call the police. But to
deny everyone the pleasure of a beer or wine with friends in the park on an aftemoon because of your own
aversion to alcohol, is selfish, and if it is because of the bad actions of a few, dont punish everyone. Some people
dont pick up after their dogs, do you want to ban all dogs? Having parks full of people on a hot afternoon is really
nice and the reason people move to Moreland. Don't discourage people from socialising and enjoying
themselves. | think what may be needed is clear zoning for alcohol consumption and clear guide on what people
can and can't do.

Council meeting: No
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Name: S

Comments: Section 2.4 seems incomplete. It ends with a colon suggesting further qualifications, but
none are listed. As it stands, it seems an excessive restriction of harmless activity. I've seen children
flying drones in the park and are neither nuisance nor danger. If people have behaved badly then
please draft your regulation to target the bad behaviour and not everyone. Am | correct in
understanding that Part 3 would ban having a beer or a glass of wine while having a BBQ in a park?
You have to be joking - again, this proposed law seems to most affect responsible citizens enjoying
common and harmless behaviour. If council has had problems with drunkenness and belligerent
behaviour then regulate that and let the rest of us enjoy our public spaces as we should. Both these
offences carry fines of three penalty units, which correspond to fines of over $450 if | understand
correctly. This is excessive to the point of being draconian.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: The proposal to allow public drinking of alcohol is a travesty. The area around Coburg is
largely peaceful and residential, but recently a wave of homeless and drug-affected individuals have
begun congregating in highly-visible public areas (like the Victoria St mall). Allowing public drinking
of alcohol without restriction would lead to public displays of alcoholism, increase the perception of
insecurity in the general public and expose youths to daily instances of self-destructive behavior.

This is what happens in Richmond and it's a disgrace. If a restaurant's patrons wish to drink alcohol
with a meal outside, that would be acceptable. Concerning significant trees, Coburg is being
demolished and developed at a horrific rate. Unscrupulous developers have poisoned trees in order
to work around council planning restrictions. If a protected tree is found to have been deliberately
removed, there should be a requirement that developer replants it, with the same genus and at their
expense.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Dear Sir/Madam, RE: Feedback on draft proposed General Local Law 2018 The Moreland Leader stated there
was a proposal to stop people reusing items from the hard rubbish in the draft proposed General Local Law 2018,
I have been through this document and can not find such a proposal but thought | would provide feedback on
such a proposal. | agree professional scavenging by scrap metal merchants and the like should be illegal and the
fines sufficient to discourage this activity. | would not like reuse by residents to become illegal as reuse of items is
valued by both the original residents and new demographic moving in to Moreland. Itis also an excellent way to
stop waste and items ending up in landiill which is becoming a big issue for all Australians.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—
Comments: Yes | believe we should be allowed. Give society a bit of their freedom back

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | would like to raise my concerns about the proposed local law clause 2.4 relating to remote
controlled aircraft. While | understand the desire to ensure these aircraft are used responsibly, the proposed law
is very general and, to my mind, unnecessary given there are already detailed existing CASA requirements on
the flying of unmanned aircraft (https:/fwww.casa.gov.au/modelaircraft and
hitps://www.casa.gov.au/aircraftlanding-page/flying-drones-australia) for recreational and commercial purposes.
UAVs (drones) come in a wide range of sizes, including very small machines that are essentially flying tripods.
Used responsibly, and within the existing CASA limitations, these recreational machines are not a threat to
people or property. The requirement o have a permit to fly one of these small aircraft, beyond the restrictions
already imposed by CASA, is unnecessarily bureaucratic. It's worth noting in addition that large parts of Moreland
— roughly west of Sydney Rd and north of Bell St, are already no-fly zones for remote controlled aircraft in any
case, s a result of our proximity to Essendon airport

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Clause 7.6. | do not believe a permit should be required for busking. Moreland needs more music
onits streets, not less. Nowhere in Moreland do we see the kind of number of buskers that we see in the CBD. It
simply isn't a problem. If buskers are causing a noise nuisance in a residential area or are causing obstruction,
there are other provisions to deal with that already. I'd love to see more buskers in Sydney Road or the Coburg
Mall. It would be an improvement! Clause 7.8 (a). | think the Council should distinguish between businesses
placing funiture (cafe seats, goods for sale, etc) in public places and not-for-profit organisations. | think the latter
should be free, without peri, to set up temporary card tables and/or A-frames. This is a matter of democracy, in
the first instance, and important in keeping Moreland a lively place where groups encourage community debate
and participation. Again, there are existing provisions in case of obstruction, etc. More broady, | do not believe
that not-for-profit groups should be required to apply for perits for their activities, with the exception of food
hygiene and preparation. Compared to newer suburbs, we have a strip shopping culture that allows us to talk to
each other, outside of corporate control.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: No | do not agree drinking in public places other then bars clubs and pubs should not be accepted,
there a quiet a few people that drink alcohol in children's parks and reserves around my area in Brunswick the
parks are lttered with alcohol cans and bottles and it's attracting the wrong sort of crowd people are walking
down Sydney road in broad daylight holding schooners of beer goon sacks and cans and botlies it's not a very
good look for one of melbournes most sought out suburbs. Inside pubs clubs and bars is fine just not on our
streets in front of our children friends and family what is that saying about us to visitors also. It's quiet a
disgusting look and surely the crime rate will go up.

Council meeting: No
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Name: mm—

Comments: | agree with all of the amendments, apart from section 5.8: "A person must ot tie an unsupervised
animal to a bench, seat, table, pole, peg or any other structure in a public place” This is unreasonable. Many
owners take thier dogs with them to run errands, and tie thier dog up for a short amount of time in order to enter
premises where dogs are not allowed. | belive this law will ultimately lead to less dogs being walked, and an
associated rise in nuisance barking as a result of lack of exercise. A more reasonable approach would be to
make a law stating a dog should not be tied up for more than 15 minutes, that the dog must be securely tied in an
area where the dog is not obstructing or limiting pedestrian access, and that owners must be not tie up an animal
where it is subject to extremes of temperature.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | would not like to see public drinking in Moreland. It's bad enough that our parks in Glenroy are
littered with needles, | don't want to have to step over broken glass too. | wouldn't feel safe taking my toddler to
the park with people drinking. People can have a good time without alcohol. Why should we be subjected to more
public problerms and violence that comes with drinking? 'm sick of this drinking culture. Please deal with the yobs
that sit in Morgan court drinking during the day. Its very intimidating and I don't feel safe there.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: No | don't want anyone to be able to use my bins,especially without asking. I've had
people try and stuff more in the bin and left it wide open and without asking. Policy is the lid has to
be shut or it will not be picked up and then your stuck with someone elses rubbish,general waste
bins need to be off limits given the sanitary issues, for all concerned.| don't pay rates for my bins to
be communal bins or for my neighbours to be able to scavange through. And please don't forget that
just because the bins are out those few hours for collection it's the owner of the property who is
spending time to keep their own property and the technically council owned nature strips clean.
Some respect and acknowledgement needs to be shown for this. Regarding annual hard rubbish, I've
always had people either sorting through it and taking things and have had people dump hard
rubnish on my pile,done without any consent either way. I'm not sure how council would monitor
this,suffice to say i've never seen council monitoring this in my area. Hard rubbish dumping outside
of the annual collection remains an issue and makes our community look like a dump when people
do it to avoid having to pay to get it removed.

Council meeting: No
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Name: | ——
Comments: Drinking should be permitted in public nothing better than a bottle of passion pop in the sun

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Regarding the Facebook video about drinking in public | think theres a big difference between
someone on there 10th beer wandering down the street at midday on a Thursday and being able to bring a few
drinks to a bbq at the local park. A fair solution would be something along the lines of "no drinking after 8 PM" etc
when it comes to public parks ( although | think when it comes to events like Carols at coburg lake exceptions
could be made) and have different rules for walking down the street. | fee! like we are punishing the responsible
people who want to enjoy a bbq or a christmas celebration with a glass of wine or a beer for a few people who
are gelling hammered and acting like idiots. | completely understand that some residents have concerns about
drunk racist bogans in public places after incidents like the Harmony Park incident last year but that seems like a
situation where police should be more empowered to move on these people or take them in if they are completely
our of it | feel this is an issue that really could lead to resentment in the community between different ethnic and
religious groups when we should be encouraging unity. Lets not punish the many for the needs of the few and
lets not create a situation where the council has to make unpopular decisions when people inevitably ignore this
fule for there summer barbie in the park

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Reduce regulation, especially on drinking in public places! People are aduits and we don't need a
nanny state telling us how to behave unless our actions are physically effecting others, drinking in a public place
is fin. The distinction should be made between the behavior of people while drunk and not the link of drinking and
violence.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: 1. Formatting/Simplify language -yes please! More straightforward 2. Significant trees -
That is a good idea - just make it really clear what the definition of a 'significant tree' is 3. Camping?
Just make sure the camp is not obstructing the foot/vehicle traffic flow and that they are not leaving
rubbish or making a pest of themselves. And how about improving access to support services? 4.
Charity bins - Good idea, just have it free for genuine registered charities, and make the commercial
ones pay a fee. 5. Causing obstructions/soliciting - WHY WOULD WE GET RID OF THIS CLAUSE??
People need to stop harassing me in the street!! And door to door sales people can be BANNED!!
6.Penalty units - Great idea. The income rises faster than inflation, so the penalty should increase
too. 7. Construction management - Yes. With so much development and so many cowboy operators,
there needs to be some way for people affected to have their issues dealt with. And the builders
should have to prove they are solvent to get the work to completion, too. Responsible builders
should already be doing the right thing, but for those that don't, it should be easier to make them do
the right thing. Public consumption of alcohol - No way! People are so stupid when they are drunk.
They lack the ability to make good decisions! People can take some pride in themselves, and council
can keep the alcohol off the streets. As if there aren't enough tossers around. | really don't like being
around drinkers or smokers Thank you for providing the opportunity to provide feedback

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Please reconsider the Animal Control Laws with the aim of mandatory desexing and micro chipping
of cats in the Moreland Council area. We have lost count of the number of feral, lost and left behind cats who end
up pregnant on the streets, trying to fend for themselves to survive. The kittens are left to then also fend for
myself, willfight domestic cats for food, passing on disease - including Feline Aids... a death sentence for loved
pets lucky to have a home, with no way of treating these diseases. It's a simple change. Monthly offers of
subsidied desexing will reduce numbers, quality of ife and reduced disease. Pet owners should be held to
account. Council requires registration but no accoutability, so where does the fees go !

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Please DO NOT allow others to put rubbish in my bins!!it When they do this now (ilegally) they
often put in illegal items, eg building rubble , or they mix up recyclable and non-recyclable items. Sometimes they
putiin filthy items that mean | am forced to wash out the bin. | am careful to keep my bins clean and only discard
allowable materials. | pay for the exclusive use of my bins through my rates and if they were to become public
use, then the charges should be cancelled.

Hi | have sent comments on the proposal already. | think it is a very foolish idea. What happens for example if
people overill my bin? Council will lose control of this and of inappropriate materials too. And about people taking
things out of my bin: would homeless people be doing this? would there be an organised industry of bin
searchers looking for things to sell? What protection would there be against people looking for information for
the purposes of identity theft? | sincerely hope Council does not go ahead with this idea.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | oppose clause 3, council must be out of their minds to allow Camping to be permissible in public
areas of the municipality that are prescribed by Council. You can' see the problem that Melbourne City Council
has, with people setting up their untidy make shift sleeping, squatting space and begging area's, and then they

leave it during the day in a pile with all their rubbish.. This clause 3 is just giving a green light to do this... shame
on Moreland Gity council if tis clause 3 is imposed.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: 1) I support that local laws allow for people to collect from other's hard waste, this is
fitting for a council that supports a reduction in waste. 2) | support the removal of penalty for
homeless people camping, however | suggest that where the campsite is not contained but spread
over a large area council should be able to use the law about not adversely affecting the amenity of
that public place. 3) I hope that public places include naturestrips in relation to people not leaving
dog pooh in public places.

Council meeting: No
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Name: mum—m
Comments: No - drinking should not be allowed anywhere in public - please

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | have been following this discussion on the changes proposed and amendments moved at Council.
I have now become very concemed about the overall flavour and direction of the changes and amendments. The
more | hear the discussions the more | am convinced that the council seems to want to follow some other
councils like the Melbourne Council in victimising the poor and vulnerable in the community. It's a shame that this
Council is following what was done to people under fascism in Germany when Hitler was in power. The first thing
he did was to appoint a communications minister who curbed free speech. He imposed fines and imprisonment
for people who spoke openly about anything especially if it was against the establishment. He also carried out
punitive measures against anyone selling wares, handing out leaflets in public without a permit. What
unfortunately | see is the Moreland Council following Hitler's Germany in ts style of governance. Moreland does
not need a group of people who were elected to listen to the people telling them/dictating to them about what s
seen by this group is acceptable behaviour. The people of Moreland are adults and have a civic consciousness
that has survived decades (way before the birth dates of some of the councillors). It used o be a democratic
Moreland but at the moment the direction indicates a dictatorship that is punitive, judgemental, and cruel and one
that is intent on victimising people who are already suffering because of a variety of social amenities. In addition it
is very indicative of stifling debate and diverse opinion. What is it that is driving these councillors to want to micro
manage public behaviour? Have they done research on this strategy? As far as | have seen we do not punish
children for any misdeeds - we educate them - this includes drug addicts, smokers, alcoholics and even
perpetrators of domestic violence. So what is this council intent of achieving with these proposals for change? My
questions are to coundillors who support these changes - Are you aware of such punitive measures that have
worked elsewhere? (In the Philippines hundred have been killed because of this type of attitude). Do you think a
beggar will approach council for a permit (even if it attracts no fee) to be able to beg in public? Do you expect the
victims of the current policies that has made people homeless to sleep in toilets or on grass in the park (that is if
your changes allow even that). | have grave concerns about the intent of these changes and also the existing
restrictive and punitive laws. | would like to propose that all such laws be removed from the books as a mark of
respect to the people of Moreland. Instead | would like to propose that this council discusses the issue of poverty
and homelessness as well as reinstating public housing (not community or social housing) with the MAY and
unite with other councils to question (and oppose) the state goverment about its regressive strategy in housing
and no action in the area of reducing poverty and unemployment.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Regarding the idea of residents allowed to put their rubbish in the bins of others is the
most ridiculous idea | have ever heard. We have had issues in the past where other residents in
street have placed bottles in our general rubbish bin, and left overs from prawn meals in our
recycling bin. This would get out of hand very quickly. | can assure you we would be asking for new
bins, as we would not be responsible to clean up rubbish from our bins left by morons. Obstructing
footpaths, roadways for fundraisers, rallies or meetings without a permit sounds ludicrous to me
also.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Regarding residents to be allowed to put their rubbish in the bins of other residents and take
rubbish out of said bins... am appoint this change to the local law, for said reason. I, as a ratepayer have either
bought or am paying a fee, through my rates for the bins, therefore they become my property,and so if someone
decides to put whatever rubbish of theirs into my bins and there is a inspection by a council representative ...l wil
be the one issued with a waming or a fine, not the person placing their rubbish in my bin.HOW is council going to
monitor this activity ?7?

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | have lived in Moreland my entire 22 years on earth. | do think there should be a relaxation of the
laws on public drinking. 'm writing this from Germany, where you can walk the street with a beer and its great. It
makes such a difference to so many aspects of the cultural and social fabric of the community. If it doesn't work
out, just change it back. I'm for this proposal

Council meeting: No
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Name: S

Comments: | believe "camping”

sic) by homeless people should be allowed. If their was adequate
public housing, and negative gearing was abolished, we would go a long way to solving the
homelessness issue. Homeless people don't get together and say let;s go camping. They sleep rough
because they have nowhere to go. Rooming houses are dangerous, often more so than rough
sleeping, and private rentals are out of reach, due to negative gearing that forces house prices up.
We have a record building boom, with apartments going up everywhere in Moreland, yet many
cannot afford to buy them, let alone rent them. These apartments are built for investors, who
benefit from negative gearing, and it is cheaper for these investors to have their apartment sit idle
than to rent it out. They sell the apartment when the value increases. Housing has become a
commodity as opposed to a means of shelter for all. | believe that hand bills should be able to be
handed out. | am someone who hands out bills for causes from time to time, and have done so since
| was 18. | have handed out to political leaflets in Coburg and Brunswick before, and letter boxed
houses as well. A healthy democracy allows people to hand out political leaflets.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Agree with 1, 2, 4, 5,6 & 7. Disagree with 3. Our parks would become virtual slums. The homeless
should be offered alternative accommodation and if they refuse this, they should be fined and removed.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: p—

‘Comments: Of course people should be allowed to take rubbish after all one mans trash is another mans
treasure.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Specific comments for different clauses: 5.7 Need to specifically include birds along with
animals to make the meaning clear. Section 5. Need to specifically state that a person should not let
a cat roam onto another persons property. Cats should also be locked up at night. 9.1 Should make
specific comment about water tanks. Why are there no audit systems for water tanks to control
mosquito's? 9.3 The issued 80 | recycling bins are now too small for most household and so material
for recycling must be put into other bins. This may result in either recycling going into waste bins or
neighboring bins. Council has responsibility to solve this issue. 9.5 A householder might follow this
law but later in the day another vehicle may park in front of the bins. Who is liable? Can bins be
placed onto the road tarmac to prevent this problem? Define better what is required and
permissible and who is going to get fined. 10.8 This is problematic when child care centre's are in
residential streets. See also 15.2. Commercial waste trucks often collect before 7 am. Indicate what
evidence is required to prosecute trucks. 10.12 to 10.15. What happens if you buy a property and
the stormwater system is already damaged? Section 12 justification. Why not include the general
public finding a business or facility as a justification for numbering? Who is to police this set of
clauses? 13.1. Meaning unclear. Does this mean bikes are OK on pathways? Define better. 13.3. This
should not apply to a car parked outside a residence with a sign on a window. If so why? Other
comments: There should be no objections to people collecting items of "hard waste" during the
council collection period. This provides a good opportunity for reuse and recycling and reduce waste
which is dumped. A clause should state: that once a resident places goods out for a hard waste
collection period they are agreeing that the items can be taken away. There should be no objection
to people placing items in another properties bin prior to waste collection provided it is a suitable
material for recycling etc. If people are made to hoard rubbish until such a time that there is space in
their own bin then this will encourage vermin in hoarded material, more litter blowing around, and
more inappropriate items being placed into either recycling or general waste. Larger recycling bins
should be provided, especially to blocks of flats.

Council meeting: No
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Name: E—
Comments: Yes we should allow camping

Council meeting: No
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Name: pum
Comments: near a lovely park and | would never ever want to see people camping there, absolutely.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | vote for no camping in Moreland. Unlike camping in ruraliregional areas, urban campers would be
taking up precious community space that is shared by a large population and which could be utlized in various
other ways. Campsites in areas like public parks could be considered an eyesore, especially f they are occupied
fong term.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: The drinking of alcohol in public places should not be banned. leave families to enjoy a BBQ in the
parks by having a drink. to ban everyone from drinking is ridiculous  also notice how balanced the post was only
showing people who are against t. well done mayor you won't be getting my vote with such balanced veiws like
that.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Picnic with a glass of wine and a few beers ... ah the life! If given the go ahead there is no way
council or the police have the resources to manage those people who become D and D ... this opens it up to
football and cricket games, other celebrations in public reserves and grounds where people will be able to
consume alcohol tll their hearts content usually all aftemnoon and into the evening and the wee hours of the
morning. There will be broken battles, bottles and cans litered around our open spaces. Council already can not
control the hours liquor is consumed in the sporting pavilions within the Moreland area. Some club members think
these pavilions / club rooms are their own private venues to drink and play music till the late hours of the

morning. I'm talking 4 am in the morning. This opens up drinking alcohol within the swimming pools during
summer which is a recipe for disaster, just waiting to happen. Even if consuming alcohol within the pool area is
banned what stops people from consuming it in Park? The few people who do the wrong thing spoil it for
everyone. Leave the laws as they are. Residents and visitors to Moreland open spaces probably already drink
alcohol concealed in picnic baskets and eskys ... and if not causing any issues there will not be attention drawn to
them. Leave the laws as they are so that those who make a nuisance of them selves can be charged under the
existing laws. No grey areas... how drunk is D and D? You are considering allowing members of our society, not
just residents to walk down the streets of Moreland consuming alcohol when ever they chose! How irresponsible
of council to even consider this. Definitely no to this change.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | am in favour of the greater control over construction sites. | live in Brunswick West and
while building of new properties is important the disruption to existing residents should be
minimised by restricting hours of work to berween 8am - 7pm mon friday and only half days on
saturday. | am concerned by allowing camping in public spaces as people will leave rubbish behind.
Also, what provisions will there be for toilets and showering? Is it safe for the campers?
Furthermore, certain nocturnal activities in a tent in the middle of wilson's prom is fine, but how do
you stop people from in the middle of Prince's park when they have been allowed to camp
there?

Council meeting: No

* expletive redacted
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Name S

Comments: - losted here sond fine 1-4 - dont prtend to undeatand what5-6 is about - ubclear on
hangesproposed for 7: if rducingcurrent levels of noisereatrictionsisageee- 7am is plenty earlt
eniugh, and having built lastywar- easy enough to work withinexisting restructions to be good to
neighbours - video posted omface hook akso me tioned drinking inn public places- disagree- need
safe community spaces, women struggle enoigh to be safe especially adrer darknor just walking tge
dif atvajy time, dont make it harder by allowing drinking anywgeee - allowimg taking items from
hard rubbish also memtioned om n video but dnot on this form- yes allow it! The commnity building
atyhat time if yeae with ebeyone checking out each otgrea' hrd rubbish items is fantastic! And re
using is far mireenviribmentally friendly,andresourceeffivient thanj recycling..! Fining peiole
andcallungthemscavengrsisridivulois - if you are going to yse this feedback formfor a ranfe of ussues.
it really shouldliat them all - oleaseexcuswtypos, on atiny screeen!

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Hard rubbish is different to your weekly rubbish. Nobody would want somebody going
through your weekly garbage. Thats a breach of privacy. Some hard rubbish is recyclable and is put
out to be taken by council authorised organisations. | definitely do not want people in my rubbish.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Why are you going the changes to the Rubbish system and Alcohol on street? By letting
people drinking on the street they are making streets unsafe for ordinary people? And have hoped
you have consulted the Police? as very dangerous move especially in this area. Rubbish by allowing
people swap rubbish into other peoples bins are you trying to start argument and problems between
neighbour's? Don't have a problem with hard rubbish. When are the council going to start listening
to the Rate payers and not the minority who don't pay rates and don't contribute. As far as we are
concerned this is the worse council since 1993 when we moved into the area.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Yes it should be allowed - most hard rubbish goes to waste so allowing people to recycle
is a great idea - i could not care less if someone wants to take out of my bin...

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: We have enough of that already. | think the term 'rubbish’ is confusing - should be called
‘Resource Recovery Week' instead so that it can be separated from laws which govern the handling
of 'rubbish’. At first | was also a huge YES to using each other's rubbish bins. But upon further
thought, think it could leave it open to neighbours taking advantage of this by not bagging their
rubbish or putting things like liquids etc that spill and create a mess. Might lead to more neighbourly
disagreements if not carefully communicated about what is acceptable and what isn't. Huge NO to
allowing neighbours to go through your rubbish bin. Think this could create all sorts of problems and
potential litigation. Goodluck and congratulations for showing a bit of common sense in approaching
how hard rubbish is handled.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | would prefer that public land was not made accessible to camping. | think that leaving it this way
prevents people staying long term and "staking a claim” over litle patches of land. | would like to be able to go
walking with my dogs and feel like we all have equal ownership of the land. | would much prefer that the focus
and funds are placed on increasing walking tracks/usability of public spaces than allowing camping. There are
sufficient formal camping grounds around that people can use.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: 2. Important to include 3. | dont think caming should be illegal anywhere - you never
know whats around the corner in life. There should only be limits to length of time eg 48hours. It can
be hard to proof things are hard dont include. 4. There should be a fee exemption for registered not
for profits. 7. Construction management should be tbe planning department not local laws.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: As a Moreland resident, who owns my property and therefore pays all related coundil and land
taxes, [ do not support any camping to be permitted within the area. | assert that allowing camping will just be
utilised by homeless, not by recreational campers. | do not want homeless or other camping activities in the
region; this will create pollution, rubbish, and potential drug and harassment. We have 2 young children and |
want to ensure the region is safe for them to interact with recreational areas.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Reuse is near the top of the hierarchy and should encouraged. The current law is to protect
contractor scrap revenue and the recycling rate for hard waste is appallingly low. Reverse the local law.

Council meeting: No
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Name: S

Comments: Thanks, a few points: Part 4 - please specifiy whether smoking of e-cigarettes ("vaping")
is similarly classified along with tobacco and shisha? Part 5 - what is the Council's determination of a
house vs townhouse? Part 9 - p29 (h)ii - | presume animal faeces requires its own bullet point, and
point iii should be (i)? Part 13 - bicycle is italicised, but not defined in Part 1.11. Does this include
motorised/hybrid (battery powered) bicycles? Thanks again, apologies for the pedantry. PS - please
spell barbecue on p10 without the Q...

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: RE: 2.7 - camping in public places - prescribed areas needs to be nominated before this
can be agreed upon. Clauses (a) and (b) be amended to have "who will be offered services and
referrals” at the end. 6.2 That street art permits be offered without a fee. 7.4 (busking) Prescribed
areas be nominated and agreed upon by the public before this is put in place. 7.5 Furniture in a
public place: (a) sentence added "Permit will not be denied unless the proposed placement of
furniture will cause an obstruction or will be contrary to Local, State or Federal laws".

Council meeting: Yes
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Name:

Comments: Submission from Climate Action Moreland Proposed Moreland Council General Local
Law 2018 Thankyou for this opportunity to review the draft Moreland Council General Local Law
2018. Please distribute this to all Councillors for their due consideration. We think this is an
opportunity to bring the General Local Law (2007) into line with current community standards and
sentiments. As one of the active community groups in Moreland, we appreciate this chance to
improve the local laws and how they are applied with justice and fairness.We understand and
appreciate that Councillors at their meeting in July have already considered and altered a number of
sections of the proposed General Local Law which we had strong concerns on, specifically: on
Causing obstruction, distribution of handbills and soliciting of money. We also welcome the new
clauses regarding significant trees, and provisions increasing controls over building sites with regard
to noise, dust and other disturbances. There are, however, several sections which we still find very
problematic and we think need to be rejected or totally rewritten to take into account our strong
concerns. CAMPING - We are concerned to ensure that any overnight or 24/7 political protest or vigil
are not hinded by this law. While overnight or camping protests and vigils are rare, they do occur in
Moreland. | believe the last time this happened in Moreland was the Residents Against McDonalds
protest in 1999 to stop the demolition of a 110 year old house at 1 Sussex street near the corner
with Bell street. Protestors used a caravan for a lengthy period of 24/7 vigil and protest. See
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/nph-wb/19991013130000/http://ram/taz.net.au/ram/index.html Some
union pickets are also put in place for 24/7 operation and involve temporary camping or caravan
accomodation. We think political or union protest is a legitimate reason for camping in public places
and any law that impedes this is unjust and out of touch with Moreland’s strong historical labour
and social justice community sentiment. Climate Action Moreland Submission: ANIMALS - There are
parts of the municipality (as for instance Fawkner shopping precincts) where people often take their
companion animals for a walk to the shops, leave them tied up unsupervised while they go inside to
shop, then walk them home. Many elderly people engage in this active behaviour, and it provides
substantial community and personal health benefits for these people in getting them to exercise
along with their companion pet on a regular basis. It is not unsupervised animals tied up that are the
problem here, but perhaps this is designed for animals poorly trained and causing a nuisance? In
which case this law is very poorly worded and targeted. This local law should be rejected as it will
either be unenforced or enforced on a very selective and discriminatory basis. This law has an
implied conflict with Moreland Council’s Active Moreland plan, Moreland Health and Wellbeing Plan
2013 - 2017, and Domestic Animal Management Plan all of which encourage the physcial activity of
walking for health and wellbeing and exercise for pets. We need to acknowledge that taking
companion animals to the local shops (and leaving them tied up unsupervised outside) is an
important physical and social activity for some Moreland residents. STREET ART - Our concern with
this is that it might be applied to chalk art statements applied to public pavement surfaces as part of
protests and other community events. Chalk on pavements is a non-permanent marking often
incorporated as part of street protests. It is sometimes utilised by children at these protests. We
think this is a legitimate form of munication and engagement with the public and reject that a
permit should be required for use of this communication device as part of a protest or community
event. We are particularly concerned that children might be targeted and fall foul of this law for an
activity that causes no damage or inconvenience to the public. ADVERTISING - We think this should
be amended to say “portable commercial advertising signs or other commercial things in public
places...” to make it clear that commercial advertising requires a permit, while community groups
are able to freely advertise meetings and their events without need of a permit. SOLICITING 7.1




[image: image61.png]Unless in accordance with a permit, a person must not in a public place or from premises adjacent to
a public place, offer to sell goods or solicit or try to attract trade or business or tout or spruik or
allow any person to solicit or try to attract trade or business or tout or spruik. Permit required for
selling in a public place 7.2 Unless in accordance with a permit, a person must not sell any good or
service on or in a public place or from premises adjacent to a public place to a person in a public
place. Community groups, as part of their campaigning activities, often sell items as a way to
fundraise for their continuing activities. Items such as badges and T-shirts are often sold for
fundraising at stalls on the street. We think there should be a specific exclusion clause for non-profit
community groups to solicit, trade and sell items without a permit. If an exclusion clause cannot be
considered, then permits should be deemed free for non-profit community groups and be issued for
a year at a time. This is due to the nature of most community groups working on a volunteer basis
with very limited monetary resources. BUSKING - | listened to the debate on this at the Council
meeting, and | failed to be convinced of the arguments for restricting busking to prescribed areas. It
has not been demonstrated that busking outside certain prescribed arears is currently a problem,
has been a problem in the past or likely to be a problem in the future. This law is unnecessarily
restrictive. The protest whereby citizens serenaded Adela Pankhurst outside Pentridge Prison in
January 1917 would have probably run foul of this law. This law should be rejected as unneccessary,
not justified, and not in alignment with community attitudes. FURNITURE - We are particularly
concerned regarding 7.5(a) and believe this may conflict with Council Disability Access policy.
Community groups sometimes have card tables, folding chairs and other portable furniture utilised
as part of their events or protests in public places. We feel that this local law is unjust for community
groups in engaging with the public in public places. Card tables are needed for petitions, handbills
and other literature to present and give out. In particular, folding chairs allow infirm or elderly
people to participate and attend community events and protests. We believe this local law is unjust
and discriminatory, particularly against those citizens who may need temporary seating to engage
and be part of public social events. This local law is inconsistent and in conflict with Moreland City
Council Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2016-2020, specifically the plan vision which states “An
inclusive Moreland community that enables people with disability, their families and carers to fulfil
their potential as equal citizens.”; and the Objective 1.3 of Strategic use of statutory and regulatory
roles “to lead and influence improved inclusion, participation and accessibility of private buildings
(eg. private dwellings and businesses) and public spaces (eg. retail shopping precincts) for all
members of the community.” 8.1 Unless in accordance with a permit, a person must not: (a) erect a
hoarding or overhead protective awning on a road; (b) install a temporary or permanent crossing; (c)
occupy or fence off part of a road; We are concerned that 8.1(c) may be used against community
protests, social events, commercial transactions or even informal recreation, that occupy a street.
Streets are public spaces which are often occupied by protest marches and events for limited
periods of time. This is done as often it is the only way to draw attention to an injustice. There is a
strong tradition in Moreland of roads being occupied for a protest without a permit. This is a free
speech issue, and one that local activist and artist Noel Counihan certainly stood up for in the 1933
Brunswick free speech fight, which our community pays homage to with the Free Speech memorial
outside the Brunswick Mechanics Institute. But, sometimes streets are also temporarily occupied for
other reasons, as for example, real estate auctions. On occasion local streets are occupied for footy
kicking recreation or a friendly game of cricket. We think this multi-use non-permit occupation and
use of streets is a fundamental and democratic right and hence should not be legislated against as
requiring a permit as part of the local laws. A secondary concern is that 8.1(c) might be used against
citizens deciding to legitimately occupy a parking space or spaces on a road according to the existing
signage. | have participated in events in Melbourne which occupied legitimate parking bays as a
protest (sit-in picnic) against the amount of resources devoted to cars and parking in the innercity




[image: image62.png]and dearth of footpath space for community Climate Action use to socialise. A cone fence was
erected for safety from the passing traffic. I think this temporary fencing was quite legitimate for
ensuring health and safety of pedestrians. Would this ‘occupation’ and ‘fencing’ fall foul of this law?
Quite probably. VEHICLES - This is a problem in definition and wording making the intent very
unclear and misleading. Bicycles and other pedal-powered vehicles are defined as vehicles under the
Victorian ROAD SAFETY ACT 1986. The inconsistency between the definition of ‘vehicle’ in the Road
Saftey Act and Moreland’s General Local Laws over bicycles leads to confusion. Compare the two
definitions: The Road Safety Act says: "vehicle” means a conveyance that is designed to be propelled
or drawn by any means, whether or not capable of being so propelled or drawn, and includes bicycle
or other pedalpowered vehicle, trailer, tram-car and air-cushion vehicle but does not include railway
locomotive or railway rolling stock; The General Local Laws definition says: “vehicle” means a
conveyance which is designed to be or is propelled or drawn by any means, and includes a trailer
and caravan, but does not include a train, tram, wheelbarrow, supermarket or shopping trolley,
bicycle, toy vehicle or mobility device. We find this local law, in it's current wording, very misleading
and not clear English arising from a different definition for ‘vehicle’ used at the state level. The
“vehicle” definition in this document makes clear bicycles are excluded from the definition of
vehicle, yet it’s absence of explanation in the actual by-law 13.6 makes the wording very misleading
and confusing. As it is currently worded without reference to the vehicle definition in the document,
it would seem to make it illegal to attach one’s bicycle to a facility (bicycle parking hoops) which
were placed there for that very purpose! A further issue: there may be a need to specify that a
person must not attach a bicycle or tricycle to a Council asset to cause significant pedestrian
obstruction or impede disabled access and mobility. | am thinking here in particular of bicycles
parked and locked on to railings on disability ramps impeding disability access, eg, at the Brunswick
Baths. This law needs to be significantly reworded to explain in clear english it's intent. The
definition of ‘vehicle’, to avoid confusion, should be kept as close as possible to that contained in
relevant State Legislation.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: My concern about people putting rubbish in other people’s bins. | keep my bins clean and wash
them out regularly, why should | have other people putting their stinking rubbish, sometimes loose, into my bins
and have to clean after them. | strongly object.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | noted with concern the council intention to use our parks as refuges for the homeless.
Might | bring to your attention that the rubbish on the streets and in our parks cannot be reduced
when the refuse is left by those living in the city as it is. Parks seems be the ideal spot for dog
droppings, bottles,cans and all sorts of rubbish currently. What if any difference will there be IF you
allow people to congregate for the purposes of sleeping, drinking and smoking in our recreational
areas. Children will no longer be able to use the parks for recreation as they will be used by people
for tents, and chairs etc. as per the City of Melbourne and Sydney. You have just spent thousands of
dollars on drainage and sprinklers in Kent Road park a complete waste of time if the amenity of the
park is to be degraded by the plan to turn it over to the homeless. Perhaps councillors should get out
and about and arrange for repair of footpaths, Telecom Pits and in general take pride in our locality.
Have a look at the amount of dog droppings in our parks on our nature strips etc. These items are
supposedly why we as citizens pay rates, have look at our streets after rubbish collection.Consider
how to clean up the streets around our schools what should be done about the amount of rubbish
created by lunch wraps ,chip packets etc. It is my belief that councils need to be more involved in the
Pride and maintenance of our assets and when that is completed council should then looking
cooperating with surrounding councils and pooling resources in order to make a difference. As a
resident I think that once our city streets, and parks meet health and safety matters then we could
look into the social ills in society. | think that Councils owe their rate payers better amenities for
them to use and benefit from before taking on issues outside of the boundaries of their
responsibilities.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Regarding the proposed changes to camping in the City of Moreland, has the council
thought through all the concerns that residents, who pay the rates, would have.... to name a few....
1. Who will be paying to keep the areas clean after the shanty towns are set up - rate payers
money?? 2. Will the homeless be allowed to camp near playgrounds and schools - Too many safety
concerns to mention. 3. Drug use 4. Safety of the homeless people in the camps - who will be
responsible 5. What impact will this have on rates.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: consequence of the change. - hygiene, toilets. - rubbish, needles. Who cleans it up? -
Local residents not using public spaces because of feelings of unease, concerns re safety of their
children - how many people camping can our public spaces support? Do we end up with a homeless
camp? How long can people stay? 1 or 2 nights? months? or years ?

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: 3. Camping changes to assist those rough sleeping in the area. What a great idea, these
poor people I have met and spoken to have no where to go, there is a very long waiting list for public
and social housing and this is a good outcome for those experiencing homelessness in the Moreland
area. It is not their fault and they have a basic human right to adequate and safe shelter to the best
of their ability. | commned the council to address the increase in rough sleeping in our municipality
and am more than happy to sit on any focus groups on policy decisions. | am part of the Peer
Education Support Program from The Counciol to Homeless persons and have worked on co design
groups with DHHS Inner and Outer Gippsland, worked with focus groups from the City of Melbourne
on how to address rough sleeping and attended many session on the housing crisis australians find
themselves in. Please sing my petition #100k or end the housing crisis asking for the federal
government to build 100K public and social housing to address the increasing homeless crisis
throughout Australia. Contact CHP.ORG if you would like a consumer voice as part of the
development of your changes to General Local Law 2018

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: [

Comments: This is a joke, Camping in inner city Melbourne give me a break do you want Moreland!
to be full of homeless people, these people need to be off the streets not give them a safe haven in
our parks, Have you actually sat and watched a homless person at work they drive to the homeless
spot use the mobile and make more money than the normal person! And no | dont want people to

be allowed to go through my rubbish bin, and no i dont want you to be able to make any more local
rules we are in a nanny state

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: 1. Camping for recreational purposes - How many complaints or customer service
requests have been raised in the last 2-5 years from residents of Moreland in relation to people
camping illegally in parks, reserves, in vehicles on the street? Now the Council are wanting to
actually legalise what is a valid community concern. The proposed new local law will allow homeless
to camp in any public space in Moreland - this would include nature strips outside of residences. But
where would the homeless bathe and go to the toilet etc? How will this affect the amenity and
hygiene of the area? Moreland already has issues with homeless camping in parks and antisocial
behaviour - scaring people away from using the park and backpackers in campervans camping at the
side of the road and doing their toileting in the street. These have been valid complaints by residents
of Moreland and now the Council wish to legitimise the issue, which could see Moreland become a
tent city. Are the Council planning on installing additional toilets/showers in the parks, where and
how are the campers/homeless going to dispose of their rubbish, what if parks which are funded by
ratepayers become no go zones because of campers/homeless. Will Moreland become a tent city -
with homeless legally allowed to camp in any public space? Council is looking to dedicate the use of
public space not to the ratepayer who fund maintenance of the parks, reserves, etc, but to
backpacker travellers and other campers who do not contribute to the municipality. Ratepayers will
also have to cough up for the additional amenities required such as toilets/showers for the campers
and regular garbage collection. This goes against what the parks were designed for and in the past it
has been documented that homeless people have acted in aggressive and antisocial behaviour when
camping in parks - scaring people away. Council has received numerous complaints from ratepayers
in the past on this matter and yet seeks to legalise an issue which residents have raised on a
consistent basis with Council via Customer Service Requests over recent years. Council seems to be
iping its hands of the matter by just changing the Local Law to allow it and leave the ratepayers to
deal with the subsequent issues of hygiene with people in camper vans toileting in the street outside
their properties - as happens now, especially in the streets around Coburg Lake. 6. Rubbish/Kerbside
Bins - Ratepayers pay an annual waste service fee depending on the capacity of their garbage bin.
The proposed change to the Local Law is poorly worded as it means that anyone can remove
garbage from the bin in order to place their own waste in the bin. If the bags of waste removed from
the bin are illegally dumped next to the bin, they will not be collected by Council. So the resident
who is paying for waste management via their rates, may be left with their garbage being illegally
dumped out of the bin to make way for someone else to place their rubbish into the bin.
Alternatively, their recycling and green waste bins may become contaminated with others placing
general garbage into the bins. This may lead to neighbourhood disputes and residents being
investigated by Council for illegally dumping garbage, when they have put all their rubbish into their
waste bins but has been removed by someone else to make space for their garbage. Whilst this
proposed change to the Local Law, may look good on paper and perfectly reasonable, unfortunately
people are not always reasonable and contamination of other people’s bins already occurs. The
ratepayer of the property pays an annual waste service fee to Council based on the capacity of their
bin. If other residents require additional capacity then they should have a larger capacity 120L bin
and pay Council accordingly, not dumping waste in other people's bins - running the risk of Council
trucks not collecting the bin if it is overfull. Residents should be paying for the waste service they
require not nicking space out of other people's bins, for which they have paid for and are entitled to
through their rates. 8. Personal Training Businesses in Public Spaces - What with campers, personal
trainers and boot camps, how are the ordinary residents of Moreland meant to enjoy the parks and
reserves, etc? Cafes, retailers and real estate agents have to pay Council for permits to use public





[image: image70.png]space but personal training businesses can use public space without any permit and possibly without
any public liability insurance - which could leave Council open to legal action if a participant is
injured in the public space. Please can Council put the ratepayers and residents of Moreland first in
its decision making in relation to these proposed changes of the Local Law. | believe that currently
Council is looking to legitimise issues that Council has placed in the too hard basket and going
forward will have the perfect out when ratepayers phone up to complain. The proposed changes
above are all about Council negating its current responsibility to the detriment of the ratepayer and
the amenity of the municipality. Rather than Council seeking to water down the current Local Laws,
they should consider employing additional Local Laws Officers to deal with complaints and breaches.
Council should be standing up for the rights of its ratepayers and putting their needs first, not those
who do not contribute to the municipality through rates.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Hi, | am really pleased to see the inclusion of significant tree permits. | would like some
more information on what are significant trees and how they are identified, how this change will be
communicated and what enforcement will occur. I am also really pleased to see the increases in
control of construction management, will this also extend beyond the building site to the footpaths
which are often either regularly blocked or unable to pass except in gumboots (and certainly a real
barrier for anyone with a wheelchair or walking aid or pram. Finally can we please have more local
laws (or enforcement) on dog mess, | can’t even let my kids walk on the grass in Glenroy it is so
regularly covered in dog faeces and half the time the footpaths aren't safe from it either. On the spot
fines for not carrying bags and also not picking up dog mess would improve things, not only in parks
but also in streets. Littering laws seem never to be enforced either. I'm sure some extra enforcement
positions could be self-funding, particularly if they also enforced disability access provisions on
footpaths and in new public buildings.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Hello Moreland Council Officer/worker, thanks for your work. One anomaly in the
General Local Law is Section 13.7: A person must not attach a vehicle to a council asset or public
place. Under Victorian and National Laws bicycles are vehicles, this section means that chaining a
bicycle to a council bicycle hoop is a breach of General Local Law. It also would apply to signposts,
railings &c. While | understand the need to prohibit bicycle parking (which should always include a
secure attachment to a solid object) in certain areas (access ramps for instance), I don't see a need
for a blanket ban on bicycle parking, so the wording should be sensitive. Good luck on this and all the
Local Law

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: 1. From where did this concept to change the local law originate? Was it in response to
a specific incident? Was it in response to pleas from the homeless? Was it in response to an outery
from the community? Was it in response to Victoria Police?

2. Who will decide if a person is homeless, in need of secure accommodation, experiencing
challenging circumstances and needing additional support?

3. Will the change to the law mean that more council officers will need to be employed to decide
who is homeless and which support they need? Will this be an increased cost to the ratepayers?

4. Will time periods be applied for the campers? For example, wil the people be permitted to camp
for six weeks, for a year, forever?

5. Will permits be issued for the homeless people to attach to their tents to indicate to the public
that these people have permission to be there?

6. Will the camping spots be issued in the same way that camping permits at Anglesea or Sorrento
camping grounds are issued? By ballot?

7. It would have been more helpful for full consultation if the prescribed areas for camping for the
homeless or needy had actually been listed. Which areas are being considered? Are they the areas
that | visit with my grandchildren so that they can play, run around, kick a ball and look at the birds?
Are the prescribed areas near schools, kindergartens, child care centres, elderly citizens’ venues,
libraries, swimming pools and sporting facilities?

8. Do the prescribed areas already provide access to public toilets, BBQ’s, ATM’s or will the homeless
campers be free to defecate and urinate in the bushes, light fires to cook their meals and not have to
beg from members of the public? | have passed beggars who have taken up spots outside Coles, in
Morgan Court, Glenroy. Or will public toilets and BBQ's have to be installed at increased cost to
ratepayers?

9. Will Council be responsible for cleaning up the prescribed areas should they become strewn with
rubbish? Wil this be an additional cost to ratepayers?

10. Current research has proven that the majority of people who are homeless suffer from a mental
disability or addiction. If my grandchildren and | are enjoying Council’s parklands or areas by the
Moonee Ponds Creek, will we be in danger of being verbally or physically abused? Can Moreland
Council guarantee our safety? Or is Moreland Council hoping that community members like myself
will no longer frequent those areas so Council's responsibility is diminished?

11. Which other councils have amended their laws to accommodate the homeless? | thought that
Melbourne City Council changed their law but maybe in a different direction.

12. If other councils have altered their laws has it reduced the ‘potential for damage to Council
assets, and improved shared amenity of public places’? Is there evidence to support this?

13. If Moreland is the only Council to permit this, will Moreland have an influx of homeless people
seeking Moreland’s generosity? Which safeguards will need to be put in place to ensure that
Moreland does not become a mecca for the homeless?




[image: image74.png]14. Have, for example, the City Councils who represent Toorak, Glen Iris, Brighton and Essendon,
considered changing their laws to allow prescribed areas to be used for camping for homeless
people?

15. If Moreland welcomes homeless campers to use prescribed areas, will Council’s public liability
costs rise because of the change in the use of the public space?

16. Will signage have to be replaced throughout Moreland’s public spaces with new signs depicting
the areas prescribed for the homeless? Will that mean increased costs for ratepayers?

17. What guarantee can Moreland Council provide that ‘New clauses will improve controls on the
occupation of Council land, and ensure that public spaces are being used appropriately and that
there will be a reduction of potential for damage to Council assets, and improved shared amenity of
public places’? Will Moreland Council provide transparent evidence each year to back up this
statement?

18. Earlier in 2017, Robert Doyle encouraged Victorians to donate to worthy charities that actually
help the homeless rather than giving money to those who begged at Flinders Street. If Moreland is
serious about the welfare of the homeless which other strategies are Moreland Council considering
to run alongside the camping ground option in order to solve the problem of homelessness? Will the
funds for the other options be taken from ratepayers or should we just give directly to those who
hold up their placards and block our way on the footpath and so avoid double handling?

19. Has council prepared an alternative course in case the change to the law is unsuccessful for the
community as well as the homeless?

20. Final point- Maybe the backyards of Moreland City Councillors who vote for this change should
be included as prescribed areas in which homeless people can camp. Put your backyard where your
vote is.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: The following queries are in relation to the proposed General Local Laws in 2018. The
statements in black are from the documents provided by council. My queries and thoughts for the
future are responded in red. | would be obliged if these issues could be clarified.

Queries Camping in public places 2.7 Camping in a vehicle, tent, caravan or any other type of
temporary provisional accommodation is permissible in public areas of the municipality that are
prescribed by Council. Camping for recreational purposes is not permissible in other public areas
unless: (a) a person is homeless or is in need of secure accommodation. (b) a person is experiencing
challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support. Is this to be interpreted as the area
will be designated by signage, and this includes motorhome. The Homeless can sleep in any public
place. What is Moreland’s definition of Homeless? Consumption and possession of liquor is
prohibited in certain circumstances 3.1 A person must not: (a) in or at a prescribed public place; or
(b) in or on a vehicle which is on or at a prescribed public place, consume any liquor or have in his or
her possession any liquor other than liquor in a sealed container. Clause 3.1 does not apply to a
person: (a) taking part in a festival or event in respect of which the Council has granted a permit for
persons to consume liquor or to have in their possession or control any liquor other than liquor in a
sealed container; (b) who has been granted a permit to sell liquor in accordance with the Footpath
Trading Guidelines. 3.2 Where an Authorised Officer believes on reasonable grounds that a person is
contravening or has contravened clause 3.1, the Authorised Officer may direct the person to seal any
container or dispose of the contents of any unsealed container. When this contravention situation
oceurs out of business (council) hours does this become a police issue? Part 4 No Smoking in Smoke
free areas Introduction: This Part aims to provide for the responsible management of public places
s0 as to enhance the enjoyment of them by the general public. The following clauses prohibit
smoking tobacco products in smoke free areas within the municipality. Prohibition on smoking 4.1 A
person must not smoke a tobacco product in a smoke free area. 4.2 A person must not, without a
permit, smoke a shisha pipe or associated apparatus on council land. 4.3 Where an Authorised
Officer believes on reasonable grounds that a person is contravening or has contravened clause 4.1,
the Authorised Officer may direct the person to extinguish and then dispose of the tobacco product.
Council may prescribe smoke free areas 4.4 Council may prescribe any area within the municipality
to be a smoke free area. 4.5 The Council or an Authorised Officer may erect, or cause to be erected,
an acceptable no smoking sign in a smoke free area. An example of where this situation is not
adhered to is outside the Fawkner swimming pool. Who would enforce this regulation? This is one of
many examples to be observed under Moreland council jurisdiction. 9.5 A person must place a waste
container: (a) with the lid fully closed; (b) at least 1 metre clear of any obstruction or parked
vehicle; and The waste containers are placed on the nature strip in front of the owners residence.
Are the waste containers required to be one metre apart as well. The increased parking that is now
required in the street may not allow for this. i.e. a block of townhouses ( 3 per site) on a suburban
block has on some collection days 9 waste bins. The car spaces allocated to the residence is 5. (2
spaces for 2 units plus 1 dictated by no. of bedrooms). 2 cars are parked on the street. Where do
the waste containers go or where do the cars go? When will the development stop? Choices and
options. 6. Hard rubbish collections During hard rubbish collections residents will now be allowed to
take items left on nature strips. This change also means residents are allowed to put their rubbish in
the kerbside bins of others, as well as take rubbish from their neighbour’s bins. The use of
neighbours’ bins without consent is an issue. Now bins can be seen in the street overloaded and
spilling out onto the nature strips and roads. (This is not allowed now — but what gets done, apart




[image: image76.png]from the birds littering it over the street) These residents that seem to have no respect for others
will do the same and the neighbours bins will be used to dispose of illegal substances into
neighbours bins. When electronic surveillance of bins is introduced who will be penalised? The
above are a few issues that | would require further clarification. Moreland is NOT the suburb it was,
where neighbours spoke to each other and mutual respect existed. The numbers are diminishing.
The introduction of the proposed laws require further investigation with a more detailed
investigation of the consequences of their introduction.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Hi, I recently reported a slippery foot bridge at Edgar Creek where | fell recently whilst
riding slowly due to the old wooden surface. | have had a call from S following up.
Thank you for this. He did mention that this issue was being investigated but that the council were
looking at signage requesting all cyclists to dismount when crossing bridges. There is currently one
bridge along the Merri Creek trail requesting this (Harding St Bridge) but it does not work due to the
narrow nature of this bridge where a cyclist pushing a bike barely allows enough room for a
pedestrian to pass the other direction let along another cyclist pushing a bike. | am certain as an
experienced smart cyclist that a dismount policy will not work on any bridge, if anything it is more
dangerous and hazardous. Add to the equation the fact that many cyclist wear bike shoes that are
difficult and slippery to walk in and with the mounting/ dismounting of bikes, slipping hazards and
accidents are increased significantly. What would work better would be signage requesting ALL
parties to slow down, keep to the left and give way to each other with no overtaking on bridges. A
line down the centre may help as per the new bridge above De Chene Reserve ( a great bridge) Also
warning of slippery surfaces and potential hazards would help communicate the message.
Dismounting is impractical and unnecessary and no easier to control that other users not following
rules and laws. | ride the Merri Creek trail daily (morning and night), walk and run regularly and the
biggest issue and danger | see is walkers not keeping left in spite of using a bell, and dog owners with
dogs NOT on a leash. This applies to at least 50% of dog owners and is a significant danger for cyclist
in particular. Several visual surveys/ inspections would prove this fact. | have a lot of camera footage
showing this. | appreciate the council taking steps to improve safety and cater for all trail users but |
am adamant that a dismount policy would fail and that signage would be best communicating the
policy of keeping left, giving way, not overtaking and slowing down (5 kpm) on all bridges and that
ALL DOG OWNERS MUST HAVE THEIR DOGS ON A LEASH. It is the law yet is disregarded by most
people and not enforced. Improved lane marking could assist as would reflective elements and
lighting. | run powerful yet suitable lights in low light with cameras, reflective elements and fluro
colours as well. Most walkers and runners tend to wear dark colours, have nothing reflective and no
lights. Whilst they may not legally be required to wear visible elements it highlights that fact that
many pedestrians tend to not assume responsibility whilst on the trail, as if they were out for a stroll
in a park with their dog running around (breaking the law). These people are likely the first to
complain about cyclist in general. Educating all people on following rules, laws and policy is always a
huge challenge and sadly idiots come in all forms. Cyclists are easy targets but this bias is not
justified. As outlined, pedestrians and dog walkers are also responsible on 'shared" paths and need
to play their part. | have ridden for decades and | use to take the roads more often but most drivers
are on their phones whilst they drive and changing lanes without looking or indicating. | can't win. |
hope my thoughts provide some insightful feedback.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Proposed changes to Moreland’s local laws concerns  Rubbish bins-residents are
allowed to put rubbish in or remove from others bins, « Camping in public-allowed by those who are
displaced. Rubbish bins As a resident and rate payer, | am paying for the service of having my
rubbish collected and object to others using my bin, causing there to be no space for my rubbish. It is
an ongoing issue for my household that others already illegally put their rubbish in my bin when it
has been out for collection, people passing in the street filling our bin. For working people, you come
home at night to find your bin full of others rubbish and be unable to dispose of your own. A
neighbour alerted me recently that a local café in the area has been dumping unused food and
waste in our residential bins to overflowing late at night on a regular basis so they didn’t have to pay
for commercial waste removal. My concern is that if the laws are changed to allow this, word will get
around to other areas and people will bring their rubbish here and fill our bins more than they
already do so residents will be unable to dispose of waste they are paying to have removed. If
people create greater waste than is collected weekly in standard bins, they should pay more for
larger bins or extra collection. Camping in public Again, as a resident and rate payer, | am paying for
the use, service and maintenance of public places and | object to paying for the use, service and
maintenance for people to camp at no charge. It is a safety concern as these areas are not intended
for that use and results in it being unavailable for the residents to use. It is likely to attract
undesirable people to the area who may be antisocial, drug and alcohol effected, have psychological
problems and be a hazard to the community. This could mean anyone could set up camp in shopping
malls, car parks, public parks and reserves reducing the ability for residents and rate payers to use
the areas for their intended purpose. | am concerned it will result in an increase in crime, antisocial
behaviour, violence, safety, mess and an increase in cleaning waste and public conveniences. As a
mother, it concerns me that my young child will be exposed to this and suffer psychological and
physical trauma and isolation through not being able to visit local areas, particularly parks which she
enjoys, should she be exposed, like recently in Broadmeadows, to discarded needles resulting in
needle prick injuries and other poor behaviour.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Firstly, all the local laws being proposed must be tested against the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and other relevant legislation. Secondly, | think one issue with a
lot of these proposed new local laws is that they are aimed at controlling commercial enterprises,
like cafes, from taking over footpaths with chairs and tables or spruiking their businesses from
doorways to passer-by’s. The result of this is that community groups, protests, charities, and other
activities are being targeted as well and targeted unfairly. For example, a café with tables and chairs
on the footpath making money seven days a week needs a clear set of guidelines that differentiate
that business from a local charity raising money to send to a school in Cambodia or the boy scouts
selling raffle tickets to raise money for new camping gear. | think some of these laws need to be
reworded so that it is clear commercial activities need to take heed of them but other activities
don’t. Thirdly, at the Council meeting where these proposed rules were passed, Cr Ratnam as part of
her motion said that a list of all the proscribed areas, exclusion zones, fines etc would be added to
the draft laws before they went out to public consultation. These extra details are not in the
document with the proposed laws. Does this fact make this public consultation and the motion to
pass these laws invalid? Some feedback on specific local laws is as follows: REMOTE CONTROLLED
AIRCRAFT - What about kids toys? Surely you aren’t going to stop a 6 year old who gets a remote
control helicopter for Christmas flying it in a park? If this law is to stop commercial drones (eg film
makers and real estate agents for example) then you need to amend the law to make it clear that it
is commercial drones / operators that are not allowed. If it is for privacy reasons (drones with
cameras) that is the issue, the law needs to state that as well. There are already laws in place against
drones in any case; | don’t know why Moreland needs to add another layer of regulation to these
laws: https://www.casa.gov.au/standard-page/flying-drones-australia “Australia’s safety laws for
drones or remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) generally depend on whether the operator is flying
commercially or recreationally. If you are flying for any economic gain you need certification unless
your RPA weighs less than two kilograms. Under these circumstances, you need to notify CASA and
follow the standard operating conditions (SOCs). There are also reduced regulatory requirements for
some private landowners/leaseholders operating RPAs. If you are flying for fun and not any
economic gain, then the regulations are less restrictive. You do not need to be certified, providing
you follow some simple safety rules.Whatever your reason for flying, it is an offence to operate an
unmanned aircraft in a way that creates a hazard to another aircraft, another person or property.”
CAMPING - The list of prescribed areas isn’t available. How does the person prove they are homeless
/ experiencing challenging circumstances — the onus is on the homeless person to do this if asked by
a Council Officer. What about picket lines like the recent CUB one? What happens at a protest that
is outside of daylight hours? The right to protest and free speech needs to be allowed not restricted
by local laws. COMMERCIAL FITNESS ACTIVITIES AND COMMERCIAL DOG WALKERS - No list of
exclusion zones. Commercial dog walkers need a permit, why don’t Commercial fitness activities?
Both are commercial activities utilising Moreland assets to make money. Why is only one being
charged? ALCOHOL - No list of prescribed places. What about homeless people / people
experiencing challenging circumstances with alcohol? These sectors of society will be targeted again
with this law, like the law about not camping in public places. ANIMALS - re 5.8 - What if you need to
g0 to the toilet or duck into a shop to buy something while walking your dog? STREET ART - Is writing
with chalk on the footpath classed as street art? Writing with chalk on the footpath is a valid,
temporary method of protest and this local law is another law targeting protests and free speech.
ADVERTISING - 6.3 and 6.4 - These proposed laws will stop fundraising activities advertising
themselves to the general public as well as be used against free speech and protests. If the local boy




[image: image80.png]scouts are doing a fundraiser in the mall, they can’t put a sign out to let people know what they are
doing or have any of the goods they are selling next to them on the ground. Also any protests can’t
have signs as well. Again, another law targeting protests and free speech in Moreland. SOLICITING -
7.1and 7.2 - This proposed law will again stop fundraising activities advertising themselves to the
general public as well as be used against free speech and protests. If the local boy scouts are doing a
fundraiser in the mall, they can’t ask people if they want to buy a sausage from the sausage sizzle or
a raffle ticket without a permit. 1 know the permits are free but we don’t need laws making it hard
for charities and good causes to raise much needed funds. If you are trying to stop commercial
activities doing this, then the law needs to be made clear that commercial operations can’t do this,
not charities, not for profits, community groups etc. BUSKING - No list of the proscribed areas.
FURNITURE - 7.5 (a) and (b) - Is this law meant to regulate cafes and restaurants etc.? if so, it needs
to be made clear that is what it is aimed at. This law can certainly be used to target spontaneous
protests and free speech. Card tables are needed at a protest to have petitions on for people to sign
and this law can be used against that. Again, what happens at picket lines where there may be other
items like tables and chairs, especially if the line goes overnight? PERMITS 17.1 and 17.2 - Where is
Appendix X? This is obviously the important part of the law and it isn’t there for people to see. What
is the timeframe for the application process? Is the Council required to answer every application?
What happens if the permit is denied? Is there an appeal process? These permits aren’t necessary
for anyone except commercial enterprises and to make a not for profit go through this process for a
once off event is ridiculous. This law can certainly be used to target spontaneous protests and free
speech as well. In Queensland where the National Party government of Joh Bjelke-Peterson banned
street marches, they didn't introduce new laws but just dusted off old laws exactly like this one you
are trying to introduce and started refusing permits for street marches. When the council voted on
the budget on Monday 24 July, Cr Ratnam moved an amendment to make the fee for busking and
street stall permits zero. That takes effect immediately, so now there is no charge for permits for
busking or street stalls, but you still have to apply for permits to be rejected or accepted and the
penalties still apply of $300 for busking without a permit and $500 for a street stall without a permit.
Remove the permit system all together. It's over regulation for community groups and can be used
against free speech and protests, especially spontaneous / last minute protests. | hardly think
bosses will give workers time to go and get a permit before sacking them unfairly, for example.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: | have been a local resident of the Moreland area for over 20 years and | am extremely
concerned that the Moreland Council, which purports to be a liberally progressive council, can have
put forward this draft bylaw which seeks to use uses draconian measures that infringe on civil
liberates, limit opportunitieeedom of expression and victimise some of the most vulnerable in the
community. In particular, section 6 in its entirety and section 7.1 and 7.5 must be redrafted - the
proposed measures including no signs on property that shares a border with public space, no street
art, no portable signs in public space, no goods or signs on any shop, outside wall etc, no spruiking,
no furniture in a public place without permits, are all provisions which, if implemented, will infringe
on our rights as citizens to express our views in public. Furthermore, the impost of applying for
permits, which may not even be issued, presents an obstacle to exercising our democratic right to
undertake much needed public debate, information distribution and political action. It is simply
undemocratic and must not proceed. Furthermore, even though caveats are inserted in place that
homeless persons will not be targeted by this proposed by-law, the prevention of people camping in
a vehicle (s2.7) and the need for homeless person to establish their situation to the satisfaction of a
Council Officer, will place unwarranted stress on very vulnerable people. Shame on you Moreland
Council for this proposed by-law. | request that you acknowledge receipt of my submission on this
matter to email address.

Part 2 of submission : Street Art As a Moreland member and ratepayer for over 20 years | am
concerned with the proposed draft bylaw - part 1 of my submission focussed on the need to redraft
sections 6 and 7 which, as currently worded, erode freedom of expression, including being able to
undertake political and other community action, and provide a legislative basis to victimise homeless
people in Moreland. | wish to specifically convey here my dismay at the likely erosion of the fabulous
street art in Moreland if this draft bylaw goes ahead in its current form. Preventing display of
material on structures bordering public space, without a permit (which may not be granted even if
applied for), will adversely affect the constantly changing murals, cartoons, tagging and other forms
of street art in Moreland that contribute to and enhance our vibrant and diverse community. It is my
view that street art is both public art and a form of community action which the Council should be
encouraging rather than seeking to limit. The laneways in the CBD here in Melbourne and, overseas,
eg. East Village and Buskwick Collective in New York to name just a couple, are famous street art
locations which draw many visitors. Street art here in Moreland, eg. along the Upfield Rail line and
other local places, has the same potential to attract increasing interest in the Moreland area. I call
on Moreland Council to review and redraft the proposed bylaw to enable the expression of public
art and community action to continue without the draconian restrictions proposed in this draft
bylaw. | wish to specifically address Street Art here: | view the street art in Moreland as an
expression of our vibrant and diverse community whic

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: p—

Comments: The idea of council allowing a free for all for dumping Rubbish in anyone's bin will not achieve any
desired outcome whatever may be . This will just further foster the habit of people dumping Rubbish ( also seen
in mattress and couch dumping doing it anominously where ever ever people don't need more encouraging and
condoning this practice). in already full bins out over filing and anomalously. From my past experience | found
that when general hard waste Rubbish was full a neighbour dumped in my recycling bin contaminating my
recyclables , | take pride in doing my part by being an active recycler but if councils allows this free fall dumping it
will result in more contaminated recyclables more good recyclable material ending up in landill and conflicts
between neighbours . Let individuals pay for dumping of Rubbish should they have to much they should get a
bigger bin. This propsed law stinks just as much as the Rubbish it collects

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: In regards to the proposed change of the hard rubbish left on nature strips, it is bad
enough when scavengers go though it and leave a mess let alone any one else who will be able to
come along.. In regards to the rubbish bins what happens when my neighbour fills up my bin and |
can't get any more in or places something not allowed and | get audited how will the council prove it
was mine? . Also people going though rubbish bins will do nothing more than concerns for people
when they see people going though there rubbish bins and who knows what they may be looking for
eg names, addresses to use for illegal purposes. | disagree on both these changes. Let people knock
on the owners door and ask if they can take something. Regards Jiiilll 1- During hard rubbish
collections residents will now be allowed to take items left on nature strips. This change also means
residents are allowed to put their rubbish in the kerbside bins of others, as well as take rubbish from
their neighbour’s bins.

Council meeting: No
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Name: RSN o behalf Moreland Community for Action on Transport (MCAT)

Comments: RE: Proposed Moreland Council General Local Law 2018 Submission from: Moreland
Community for Action on Transport (MCAT) Our organisation was formed as the Moreland
Community Against the (East-West) Tunnel to rally community opposition in the ultimately
successful campaign to defeat a flawed road project threatening to divide communities, divert traffic
to our streets and excise valued open space at Royal Park. We continue today as a community group
of Moreland citizens dedicated to improving all forms of transport in our city. We congratulate
Moreland Council together with Yarra and Moonee Valley councils for the pivotal role each played in
the defeat of a truly bad road proposal.

MCAT also joined other organisations in a nine-month effort that relied heavily on using all means of
communication to engage the community.

These included the handing out flyers, letterboxing, street stalls, marches, demonstrations and other
discussions in public places. These activities were done without a permit. Further MCAT did not seek
permits because its members rightly interpreted to seek such approval would be an infringement on
free speech and the right of assembly. Further, the imposition of a $300 fee per permit and $500
fine for not securing such approval is a chilling threat to organisations that have neither the funds
nor the inclination to aid and abet such threats to the exercising of democratic rights. That these
local laws were on the books — but never enforced — is not anything to be grateful for. Had we been
engaged in a campaign that Council opposed, rather than supported, the imposition of permits and
fines would have become the focus of outrage rather than the protest issue itself. So, we commend
Moreland Council for its actions at the July Council Meeting to discard the local law permit
requirement on protests, leafleting and soliciting for money. And for removing the $300 fee for
securing a street stall and busking. MCAT also supports subsequent Council action that recommends
the total removal of need for a permit for “Activities that can cause obstruction on public roads,
footpaths and in public places, like the distribution of flyers, fundraising, political rallies or
meetings.” These actions now need to be formalised by incorporation into the Moreland General
Local Law 2018. We thus view unfinished work to include:

1. Permits and fines. We unequivocally endorse the removal of permits and fines for community
groups engaged in lawful campaigns, protests and demonstrations. Even granting waivers raises
serious concerns because there are no criteria. Further we don’t want a system of waivers because
then there must be a system on who may seek them, the grounds for which a waiver may be granted
and a process delineating the grounds for refusal and an appeal process. Neither Council nor
community groups should wish to become engaged in determining how best to rescind our rights.
Not now. Not ever.

2. Removing permit requirements for community groups to communicate with the public. People
from all walks of life get involved in community campaigns. The young, the elderly, the disabled.
Often, they are collecting signatures on petitions or having one on one conversations and, frankly,
they need to sit. And a place to write on like a card table. To classify these as ‘furniture’ is a
nonsense in the context of political activism.

3. Allowing busking and street art. Both are merely visual means of communication. A $300 permit
and $500 fine for non-compliance is a heavy-handed penalty, denying innovative ways of expressing
messages and should be within the scope of political expression.




[image: image85.png]4. Clarifying the ‘no camping ban.’ The ban was amended in such a way that makes it impossible to
interpret. If camping is limited ‘to prescribed areas’ then we need to know just where these areas
are and why others are not included. This is not a ‘level of detail’ but something every resident
needs to know.

5. All the local laws being proposed must be tested against the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006 and we are calling on the Council to see that this happens.

In closing, Moreland Council should agree that a progressive city needs its protestors, demonstrators
and multitude of voices to be heard to measure the value it puts on the freedoms we all hold so
dear. As historian Evelyn Beatrice Hall famously wrote more than a century ago: ‘I disapprove of
what you say, but | will defend to the death your right to say it.” (Often incorrectly attributed to
Voltaire).

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: p—

Comments: Re: Hard Rubbish and Bins. Regarding Hard Rubbish, | don't have a problem with people going
through items on the street. BUT I request that | DO NOT agree for my weekly rubbish bins be used by other
residents. There are several reasons for this, such as privacy issues and bacterial issues.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: | have no objections to camping in parks in the Moreland City Council Area. My concerns
are when (as in time) that this will be allowed and what previsions are will be in place to ensure the
park is cleaned. I have 2 young children who love going to the park. | don't want tents blocking areas
for them to play or rubbish of any nature being left behind. It will need to be part of the councils'
daily monitoring to ensure that the park is cleaned early in the morning. Setting a time limit for the
tents to be dismantled and cleaned up would also be advisable. This is not only to ensure the safety
of children and other park users, but to avoid possible legal action against the council if issues arise
(e.g. incorrectly disposed of needles).

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | can't believe that the Greens and Labor councillors would support such undemocratic laws that
impact on free speech, protests, campaign stalls, street art and busking. The fact that there's a fee, a permit is
required or that prescribed areas are allocated goes against freedom of speech and movement. These
councillors belong to parties that are based on activitism, that | can't believe they would even support such
measures, even if a fee has been removed in some cases. In fact if it wasn't for community groups, uni student
activism, trades hall and unions we would have lost our urbans places, pools, suburbs, bluestones, old buildings -
think of Carlton overrun with Housing Commission flats, the City Baths, Fitzroy and Brunswick Baths closed and
demolished along with Vic Market, bluestone lanes ripped up, parks sold off for development. | hope voters see
the true colours of our local Greens and Labor councillors. These councillors aren't the activists | grew up with
defending freedom of speech, movement and the right to protest.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Your website feedback form on local laws was not working, so here is my
message/feedback: Dear Councillors, | understand your concerns about making sure that Moreland
is open, accessible and safe for everyone, but | feel that you have erred in some of your proposals
contained in these local laws. While you may have the best of intentions, and value highly free
speech, I think that one has to very careful when introducing changes as you never know how they
will be interpreted/implemented in the future. Therefore | oppose 1) the proposed tightening of
clauses 2.7 around camping in public places 2) That street art would need a permit, clause 6.2 3)
Restriction on busking to only certain areas, clause 7.6 4) the undefined concept of furniture
requiring a permit as in clause 7.8 | think these clauses will have negative impacts on
homeless/mentally ill people in the Moreland area, and the free expression of artistic and political
life. As a local resident, | urge you to reconsider these changes.

Council meeting: No
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Name: EESE— on behal of Indigenous Social Justice Association - Melbourne

Comments: Submission from Indigenous Social Justice Association - Melbourne Proposed Moreland Council
General Local Law 2018. Thank you for the opportuniry to review the draft Moreland Council General Local Law
2018. Please distribute this submission to all Councillors for their consideration. You have no legal authority to
ask us for a permit when you have no legal permission from the Original Sovereigns to be on Wurundjeri Land.
The Wurundjeri tribe are the only people who can validly require us to have a permit.

Council meeting: No
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Name: [ O behalf of the Freedom Socialist Party

comments
T ———. I —
I S.mission to the City of Moreland about proposed general local law 2018 The Freedom
Socialist Party: a proud part of the Moreland Community The Freedom Socialist Party is a Socialist Feminist
political party. Our Australian section has been based in Brunswick since it was founded in 1983. Our organising
centre, Solidarity Salon, is at 580 Sydney Road. We have a long proud history of organising here in Moreland
Some highlights include: » contributing to the richness of the community by hosting many political discussions,
community education, movie screenings and cultural events at venues in Moreland including Brunswick and
Coburg Town Halls, the Mechanics Institute, Coburg Library and Campbell Turbull Library meeting rooms and at
Solidarity Salon » helping run Nazis out of Brunswick in 1993 and 1995 « a leading role in the 15-month campaign
in the 1990s which exposed National Action as fascists and led to the closure of the groups bookshop in
Fawkner- a leading role in the campaign o evict the ultra-right patriarchal Blackshirts from Brunswick 2006
defence of the Islamic Information and Support Centre from reactionary Islamaphobes + collaboration with
Moreland childcare workers as part of the Big Steps campaign demanding pay justice for early childhood
educators + campaigners to end violence against women; we participated in Reclaim the Night marches up
Sydney Road and opposed the non-solution of installing of CCTV cameras + a member of the Sydney Road
Brunswick Association and participant on several occasions in the Shop Front Windows Art Exhibition » hosting
stalls on many occasions at the Sydney Road Street Party We stand for the rights of First Nations people, those
on low incomes and for democratic rights As a part of this community, the Freedom Socialist Parly acknowledges
that the City of Moreland is on the stolen land of the Woi Wurrung people of the Kulin Nation. We are deeply
concerned that some of the proposals in the General Local Law 2018 will disenfranchise the sovereign owners.
While we welcome the amendments to camping ban to allow homeless people to camp, we believe clause 2.7 to
be unnecessary and would be open to interpretation and abuse. These ambiguous measures around camping —
which require a person to prove they are homeless or have special needs  ignore the rights of sovereign
owners. They also open up homeless people and the poor to potential harassment. We call for clause 2.7 to be
repealed in full. We appreciate that Part 3 — the consumption of liquor — is not a new initiative in the draft
currently being consulted. However, there's a significant potential for this clause to be abused through the open-
ended nature of council being able to prescribe a public place. We call on council to exercise the power to
prescribe an area with great caution. Restrictions on drinking in public places are not class- or race-neutral.
Certain groupings within the community enjoy gathering outdoors in public places and sharing alcohol, as this is
an affordable way to socialise. In contrast, wealthy people are more likely to engage in public outdoor socialising
in sidewalk cafes, as they can afford the price tag of $10 of more dollars for a glass of wine. There are three
measures that are still within General Local Law 2018 currently being consulted that we are opposed to in
principle. They are:» Ban on busking without a permit + Ban on fumniture in public places - Ban on street art
without a permit The local laws relating to busking target poor people. Busking is a way that those in need, who
have few resources but some talent to entertain, can enrich the community and raise much-needed funds with
dignity. Limiting this to a prescribed place is highly problematic and exposes buskers to penalties that they can ill
afford to pay. Busking should be allowed unimpeded in all public places. The ban on street art without a permit is
similarly problematic — similar measures were used by the Cily of Melbourne to ban the display of a pro-choice
banner as part of the defence of the Fertilty Control Clinic. We are gravely concerned about clause 7.5, which
bans fumniture in public places. This would impact on the ability to establish campaigning street stalls. Itis grossly
anti-democratic and not a measure we would expect the council in an area such as Moreland lo embrace. We
have a long history of establishing campaigning stalls in the Victoria Street Mall in Coburg, as do other
communiy groups. Being able to erect a folding table is key to the success of campaigning stalls. The table is
decorated with displays about the issue, allowing shoppers with an interest in an issue to approach the stall to get
more information and offer their support. We've distributed campaign leaflets, collected signatures on pelitions
and sold our publications, the Freedom Socialist and Freedom Socialist Organiser. We've campaigned around
many issues including: » Combating the rise of the far right » Stopping Aboriginal deaths in custody - Workers'
rights, including closing the gender pay gap * International issues + Reproductive justice, including campaigns
around childcare and abortions rights + LGBTIQ rights + We've built rallies for International Women's Day, in
opposition to war and against the growing inequality in society. We've promoted special events at Solidarity
Salon for cultural evenings, to study groups to jumble sales. When we set up a small table, we decorate it with
posters 5o shoppers can see what we're campaigning about. This works well, because itis very visible, making it
easy for those who support our cause to approach us. Those who don't want to stop and chat simply continue
about their business. Allowing the right to leaflet without the right to set up a stall makes no sense — the person
distributing leaflets is forced to approach everyone, simply to find those who are interested. Community campaign
groups cannot afford the time or the money to seek permils to be part of the community and exercise their
democratic rights. Council also establishes the process and can put requirements in place, for example the need





[image: image92.png]to have public liability insurance, to exclude groups from applying. Clause 7.5 will disenfranchise the most
disenfranchised. The rich can pay to distribute their ideas, but ordinary people have only their ability to get out an
engage with each other which these measures seek to muzzle. In the more than three decades we have been
doing s0, the Freedom Socialist Party has never experienced a problem of any kind when street campaigning in
any part of the City of Moreland. Sometimes there are other street campaigners in the area, but most of the time
there are not. If there are others, we simply use common sense and self-regulate. We also set up our tables in a
location that does not block shoppers from going about their business. Clause 7.5 is completely unnecessary and
anti-democratic. It will have a chilling effect on the ability of local-residents to organise within their own
community. To require groups to get a permit for such a basic democratic activity is a form of bureaucratic
censorship. It also opens residents to harassment, penalty points and fines. Scrap it now! Privatising of Public
Space In 2010, the Freedom Socialist Party was part of a campaign based in Moreland called Public Space
Versus Market Place. On 27 October, Alison Thorne, Melbourne Branch Organiser of the Freedom Socialist
Party, chaired a public meeting to explore Public Space Versus Market Place right here in Moreland at Brunswick
Town Hall. The council provided the meeting space for free. This meeting was campaigning against the
increasing privatisation of public space. In particular, the profiteering management of the privately owned Barkley
Square Shopping Centre was privatising space and stopping community groups from organising. This trend is
happening right across Melbourne, with more and more community space being privatised. At this gathering we
heard from University of Melbourne lecturer, David Nichols, who discussed the design of modern shopping
centers, which actively discourages people from gathering in groups even for informal discussion. The then
Victorian branch secretary of the Rail Tram and Bus Union, Trevor Dobbyn, spoke of his experiences in the
struggle for the right to march in Queensland in the 1970s — a struggle in which thousands were arrested. He
advocated the need to resist and to create or defend democratic spaces. Debbie Brennan, from Radical Women,
spoke about the struggle for abortion rights in Victoria and the attempts of the police and Melbourne City Council
officers to repress pro-choice protesters organising in public spaces. Other speakers included Aboriginal activist
Sharon, Firebrace, and Greens candidate for Melbourne, Brian Walters. All highlighted that importance in a
democratic society of being able to freely engage with other members of the public about issues. What the
councilis now proposing is similar restrictions on the public streets of Moreland! Farcical consultation sessions
We also want 1o take this opportunity to protest about the farcical public consultations meeting held as part of this
process. The Freedom Socialist Party sent a representative to the Brunswick Town Hall meeting on 7 August,
ready to put forward our views. What we found was council staff not even taking notes! We were told that the aim
of the session was for us to ask any questions and to encourage us to make a written submission. There was no
interest in capturing our views, making this a complete waste of our time. Conclusion We welcome the decision of
the council to drop the proposed ban on leafleting. Council must take the next logical tep and scrap clause 7.5,
We also call for the repeal of clause 2.7 and the requirement in clause 6.2 that authorisation be reqired for street
art. We call for the amendment of clause 7.4 to simply read *Busking is permitted without a permit.” FSP calls on
council to respect the long tradition of free speech that exists in Moreland. We're sure council is well aware of the
pioneering role of artist and Communist activist, Noel Counihan and his role in the 1933 free speech fights by
unemployed workers. Itis the ultimate in hypocrisy to name the council's art gallery after this icon and then
attempt to muzzle the 21st century Noel Counihans. Toss out these shameful anti-democratic measures now!

I O behalf of the Freedom Socialist Party
Council meeting: Yes
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Name: |

Comments: As house owners and residents of Brunswick East we would like to say that we STRONGLY
APPOSE the amendment "to make scavenging of hard waste legal and to allow anybody o put rubbish in and
take out of our bins”. We have observed in our street a shifty rental neighbour taking advantage of owners who
pay their council rates to have the privilege of having a weekly rubbish service provided by the council abused.
These renters do not pay council rates and have been caught several times putting their offending rubbish in
other owners bins .Offending rubbish such as dog and cat excrement and soiled baby nappies, amongst other
things (e.g. broken plates), which really put off a bad offending odour. This proposed change is simply not on.
Please rethink this change. Innocent owners will be taken advantage of by some unscrupulous people.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Section 9.2 (Waste) has no regulation that disallows the placing of waste in waste containers
issued for other premises. Over the last year two residents in my street placed large amounts of waste in other
people’s bins on many occasions and often immediately AFTER the bins had been emptied. It is disappointing
that Council appears to condone this type of behaviour. | draw Council's attention to four aspects of this
behaviour: Firstly, this behaviour is unhygienic and will contribute to the spread of infectious diseases. Bins are
often open after the extra waste is added, allowing dogs and birds to spread waste (especially meat waste) onto
the street. Animal faeces are often inadequately wrapped. Secondly, this behaviour renders people responsible
for the behaviour of others, even though they cannot control that behaviour. A neighbour recently received a “final
warning” related to her recycling bin, even though the non-recyclables in her bin did not belong to her. Thirdly,
this behaviour is bad for our environment: Allowing people to use other people’s bins removes incentives to
reduce or recycle waste. Fourthly, this behaviour sets a bad example for our children. As population density
increases in the City of Moreland it becomes even more important to encourage respect for our neighbours. |
urge Council o create a regulation that disallows placing waste in waste containers issued for other premises
unless permission o do so has been given, for example: 9.2 () A person must not deposit waste into a waste
container issued for another premises unless permission to do so has been given by a person responsible for the
premises for which the waste container was issued.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | object to the changes in by-laws, that other people can put rubbish into other peoples bins and
also take rubbish out. | am careful about the separation of my rubbish in the appropriate bins, therefore others
may put all sorts of toxic or inappropriate rubbish into my bins and then | am liable when you do an AUDIT on my
bins.

Council meeting: No
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Name: pu— for Radical Women

Comments: About Radical Women Radical Women (RW) is an intemational, socialist feminist organisation based in
Moreland since the foundation of our Australian section in 1983. RW's organising centre, Solidarity Salon (which we share with
our sister organisation, the Freedom Socialist Party), has been located at 580 Sydney Road, Brunswick since 2001. As a
grassroots organisation, RW is an active part of the community. Over 35 years, Solidarity Salon has been a hub of commurity
organising around issues Moreland Council has supported — Aboriginal justice, LGBTIQ equality, refugee rights, safety for
women on the streets. With other community groups we've also held rallies and petition stalls for reproductive rights,
campaigned to save the Upfield line, fought the privatisation of public spaces and housing, pushed fascists out of Brunswick,
Fawkner and Coburg, defended a local Muslim centre threatened by neo-Nazis and Muslim women's right to affirmative action
at our public pools, and much more. The Council has taken many important social justice positions, visibly evident in flying the
rainbow, Aboriginal and Torres Strail Islander flags, displaying banners for refugee rights and issuing statements on human
rights. But these causes require work on the streets: leafleting, stalls, protests and rallies. That these democratic rights — and
other human rights — have come under review by the Councilis alarming. Rights of homeless, First Nations and free speech
We are pleased that Councillors listened 1o protests raised at the Council mesting on July 12. The removal of restrictions on
leafleting and rallying is a good outcome. We expect this outcome 1o be permanent. However, some forms of censorship
(permits and fines) remain regarding stalls and street art. We are also concerned about the clauses on “camping in public
places” and busking, which, despite the disclaimers, leave people who are homeless vulnerable to arbitrary harassment. For
this reason, we are equally concemed about the proposed bylaw on drinking in public — a bylaw used by authorities around the
world to proscribe those who are poor (can't afford to drink in commercial premises) or homeless. Or who socialise in public
space, which is theirs: authorities’ reatment of First Nations people, using such laws, is a national disgrace. These concerns
arise from the general political climate surrounding this local law review. It is worrying to see a reputedly progressive Council
fall into step with a statewide and global trend toward restricting civil iberties. We saw this four years ago in Moreland Council's
response (o Jill Meagher's murder, when it decided to introduce surveillance cameras as its solution to violence against

women. This was completely out of step with the community, who saw organised action as the way to stop the violence.
Thousands marched down Sydney Road, and Melboume's biggest Reclaim the Nights were in Brunswick, fhree years in a row.
The Council chose law-and-order over community calls for measures such as better street lighting, restoring public phones, all-
night public transport, a door-to-door community bus, programs to prevent family violence and an education campaign to
combat sexist and racist stereotypes and culture. RW backed these calls and also proposed that Council support grassroots
social justice organising in the community: provide free venues and printing, promote activities through the council's networks,
incorporate them in council initiatives such as arts and community festivals. Let the community — women, First Nations, people
of colour, queers and trans people — show that our organised, collective strength is superior to that of bigoted thugs. But
instead, CCTV cameras are watching us. We've noticed references by Council, written and verbal, to an overiding concern for
unhindered access to public space, including disability access. The Council staff we spoke to at the recent “consultation” at
Brunswick Town Hall mentioned, for example, that street rallies are inconvenient for pedestrians. Counterposing the right 1o
protest against the right of people with disability to public access or passers-by o cross the street — as though they confliot —
is, frankly, bizarre. It's a dishonest attempt to justify curtailing the right to organise in the streets. There never has been a clash
of these rights in Moreland, and there’s no evidence that there will be. Stals, for instance, are a way for interested members of
the community to find out about and engage with particular campaigns — and without obstructing anyone. It's how communi
interact. The same is true with other activities, which are in danger of being shut down — shut down by whatever (ie we don't
know what they are) compliance requirements, costs and penalties come with the permits. Permits are not about public
accessibllity, they're about censoring community activity. All clauses that implicilly or explicitly undermine of restrict free spesch
and assembly, the right {o organise and freedom from harassment must be removed. We also call on Moreland Council to
guarantee these democratic and human rights, through its bylaws and other measures, such as: * support community
campaigns by providing free venues and printing, promoting activities through the Council's networks, incorporating them in
council initiatives such as arts and community festivals + aggressively fight for public housing and free supports and services for
people who need it » uphold the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities, which include the right to freedom of
expression « respect First Nations' sovereignty “Consultation” sessions a sham Finally, the process of this review fuels our
skepticism about its intent: » It hasn't been well publicised: How many Moreland residents know about it? There has been no
publicity campaign to inform and educate residents about the review or even that it's happening. « The “consultation” process is
a farce. Radical Women attended the Brunswick Town Hall consultation, expecting it to be similar to the public meetings about
the CCTV cameras in 2013. We were shocked to see a few round tables, each with two Council staff and a lawyer —
outnumbering the six people who attended. RW and others who attended went prepared with our notes to put our views. Yet
the Council reps didn't write anything down. They said the submission process is the format for this. They explained that these
“consultation” sessions were drop-ins for the public to ask questions. This is not consultation. It's a process for restricting public
input and exchange of views. It suppresses public debate. Moreland has a long, proud history of fighting for the rights now
under review. We have the legacy of Noel Counihan and those who fought alongside him for free speech in the turbulent

1930s. RW proudly shares a place in Moreland's past 35 years of resisting threats to free speech and uniting around anyone
whose rights and safety are threatened. We won't let these righs be diminished or removed.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: | am responding to a change in the local law which was flagged on Council's Facebook page and
which would allow prescribed areas of the municipality to be used for camping. | have to say | am not in favour of
this idea because there is no detail available as to where these areas would be. With no checks and balances in
place | would oppose this change. My concern would be backpackers parking vans around the place as i feel
there are more appropriate offical and private camping sites which are safer and more appropriate.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: The main changes recommended are: 1. Camping for recreational purposes will be
allowed in some public areas of the municipality, as identified by Council. Camping will not be
allowed in other public areas unless a person is homeless or in need of secure accommodation or if a
person is experiencing challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support. The previous
local law required people wishing to camp anywhere in Moreland to obtain a permit. 2. Activities
that can cause obstruction on public roads, footpaths and in public places, like the distribution of
flyers, fundraising, political rallies or meetings, will no longer require a permit. 3. The consumption
of alcohol will be allowed anywhere in Moreland, except in areas identified by Council. Currently
there are a whole range of local laws relating to the consumption of alcohol in public places, which
are frequently enforced by Victoria Police. 4. There will be an increase in the control of activities
around building sites to address issues of noise, dust and other disturbances caused by building
works. 5. A permit will be required to prune, kill or remove any significant trees. This has been
included to maintain the natural environment and manage the amount of shade and shelter to keep
temperatures down in summer. 6. During hard rubbish collections residents will now be allowed to
take items left on nature strips. This change also means residents are allowed to put their rubbish in
the kerbside bins of others, as well as take rubbish from their neighbour’s bins. i DON'T THINK
SO This is not right and 1 object to all these changes... Go try to this in the GLEN EIRA council
AND YOU NEED MORE SESSIONS

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | am against the proposal to allow camping in public area (parks) which are paid for and maintained
by moreland rate payers. By allowing camping in our municipality reduces the enjoyment of the limited public
spaces to its local residents. The effective commercialisation of these spaces will not directly translate to reduced
rate fees back to rate payers which appear to be ever increasing.. disproportionately to an increase level of
services being received. The security, law and social order, lttering and pollution aspects of the proposed have
not been fully considered - the proposed is flawed and does not offer an enhanced level of service to Moreland
City citzens.

Council meeting: No




[image: image100.png]Submission: Proposed General Local Law 2018
Name: E—

Comments: | don't agree with the new proposed law regarding rubbish bins and there usage by other residents.
I believe residents will take advantage of that and overuse the bins

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: In your "what you need to know" document, exerpt below, it states residents can place
rubbish in the bins belonging to their neighbours, or take rubbish out of their neighbours bins. |
cannot find the reference to this in the local law 2018. Can you please let me know the exact
provisions in the proposed local laws which will enable this behaviour. When | have this information
I will then determine whether | will make a submission. Thank you. 1. During hard rubbish collections
residents will now be allowed to take items left on nature strips. This change also means residents
are allowed to put their rubbish in the kerbside bins of others, as well as take rubbish from their
neighbour’s bins.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | recently read that MCC is considering changing laws in my municipality regarding
"camping" so as to allow homeless people to not be forced to move on. Whilst | commend your
social empathy | strongly disagree with any changes to such laws. | would prefer (actually insist) that
my Rates go towards improving my suburb’s infrastructure by attracting more diverse business to
the precinct, improve footpaths and beautify shop facades and parks. Maybe have a coffee
sometime with Puckle Street councillors and see how they have improved their strip shopping
precinct before you go and open the floodgates on homeless and backbacker camping in the area. |
would like to see this suburb move forward prosperously rather than become a shanty town
(extreme | know but bad decisions have a way of snowballing out of control eventually).

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: crap proposal and am against it. 1/ Camping 10 minutes from the city ..give me a break
2/ If someone is homeless find them a place to say not pitch a tent in a park

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Firstly, We have a large household and pay for extra bins and so would be irate if others were to
start putting their own rubbish in ours or scavenging through them. How about allowing people to take things from
the tip like what was allowed in the good old days? Then at least there is some anonymity about where the stuff
came from and its not happening right on your doorstep. Secondly, how will you guarantee that you are not going
to start creating tent cities by allowing people to camp on public land? Moreland city councilis becoming the joke
of victoria. Surely we can think of better ways to house the homeless, addicted, mentally ill who find themselves
in this situation. How about at least some temporary fitted out containers or tesla style mini homes that can be
moved. Put our rate payers money towards this, instead of silly proposed gardening things you were willing to
throw $100/200/300, 000 at earlier in the year. Those of us who want to learn how to grow our own veg can look
up a youtube video or ask a neighbour. We don't need to have to shelter our kids from someone camped at a
park urinating behind his tent or begging for money, let alone doing drugs, etc. Who is going to monitor the
campers to ensure there is no antisocial behaviour? If its not obvious, i give the proposal a big NO. Come up with
something better please.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: p—

Comments: | have been a personal trainer in Pascoe Vale for the last 15 years | believe the personal trainers
That train in parks should require a permit in public parks are exactly that, they are public. personal trainers are
running a business they are making money so therefore they should require a permit to train in the park as It is
upsetting people who just want to enjoy the park. All businesses have over heads, so personal trainers should
have also. By getting a permit, we would eliminate all the "cowboy" trainers.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: | would like to see no restrictions or permit requirement for us to use the park,
particularly with fitness. Why make it harder for people who want to get fit. It is a sense of
community and nothing brings me more joy thn to see fit healthy people in my community. Healthy
Happy people are generally good people and we want to foster that as much as possible, not make it

more difficult for people to achieve that thank you, you guys are doing a great job and i an very
proud of our council.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: No to other people using my wheelie bin. I pay for it yearly. Sometimes people have put
rubbish in my bin without asking and then i had no room to put my rubbish in. If someone decides to
put illegal substances such as asbestos or chemicals and the council checks my bins how will I be
able to prove that it wasn't me?

Council meeting: No




[image: image108.png]Submission: Proposed General Local Law 2018

Name: I

Comments: It's a logical and straightforward way to cover maintenance and grounds keeping of
parks; a group of people running and exercising on the grass will have an above average effect on
the state of the grounds. It makes sense to attach a cost to this. Otherwise the personal trainer
would have to do their training in a gym, where they are charged fees which would be much higher.
Much like busking which is regulated, not establishing a fee / cost for this could result in a
unchecked amount of damage to park areas without any recompense.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: If anything at all, PT's should be required to have a permit but only medium/ large size companies
should be required to pay a fee for this permit. These PT group sessions provide a great atmopphere in
sometimes otherwise quiet parks. They remind people about the importance of exercise. They also remind
people that itis ok to get a few friends together and use the park faciliies to get fit. Perhaps the Council should
pay them a fee for their efforts in promoting public health! If you start making this a cash grab, by requiring over
zealous permits, small scale PT's just won't bother. Or they will just use the amentities in the next Councill | am
not affiiated with any PT group, nor do | use group fitness, but | am aware of the importance of the community
being able to easily participate in an active lifestyle. Lets not dissuade people from using group fitness in our
parks and gardens. And this will start and stop with the PT's. They are the ones moving this business and getling
otherwise sedentary people out and moving.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: g

Comments: As long as whoever the PT is training are residents of Moreland and requested the service Then it
should be allowed without question.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: First of all, | am pleased to submit a feedback online, as the hard copy given to me at the
drop-in session 2nd August does not state the deadline as 20th. In fact it is misleading as it only talks
about being heard at council meeting 27th September. Many people may falsely take this date as
the deadline. Secondly, | found that the set-up of the drop-in session intimidating. At a table facing 2
council officers and the lawyer!! Was he there to support me or the council officers?? It is for certain
that my tax money for this lawyer was to support the officers and not me!! I'm sure that | would
have to pay for a lawyer out of my own pocket! Thirdly, our local laws, whether we need a permit of
$300 or $0, we still require an application for permit which gives the council the authority to say yes
or no to whoever they chose. If we don't have a permit, there is a penalty which we need to pay. As
a Moreland resident, this procedure makes me feel policed rather than have a council that
represents me. | need to know that our local laws do not hinder free speech. We are so fortunate to
have grassroots groups such as Grandmas for Refugees or Climate Action Moreland who support
extremely important causes and who need to be heard and seen with props and posters and flyers,
and perhaps sit down on a folding chair if needed, without applying for a permit because the council
think that they are obstructing pedestrians. | have signed petitions in Brunswick and Coburg which
has been on a small folding table which wasn't at all obstructing pedestrians or wheelchair users. We
need this life in public places...this is what community living is all about!!! And some of us walk our
dog because it is good for our health, both us and the dog, and we may tie it up to go for a drink or
g0 to the toilet. Do we seriously want restrictions on unsupervised animals tied to a structure in a
public place!! Of course we don't! Although it may be difficult to go to the toilet as Coburg is lacking
in facilities. | have also signed a petition for more toilets. We need Moreland to be community
spirited and to be that, we need free speech and not permits which hinder this spirit.

Council meeting: No




[image: image112.png]Submission: Proposed General Local Law 2018

Name: I

Comments: My comments regarding the proposed General Local Law 2018 changes as listed on the
flyer are as follows: Item 1 - Council should retain control of camping on public land by retaining the
requirement to obtain a permit for such camping, to prevent the permanent or long term camping in
children's play parks and on other public open areas taking place, and who will be responsible for
cleaning up those areas if the ban is removed, if or when, the campers move away, remembering the
huge and no doubt expensive clean-up that was required at Coburg park in the not too distant past
after the illegal campers were moved on? . Item 2.- The requirement to obtain a permit to convene
gatherings of any sort on footpaths, roads etc should be retained otherwise theoretically, a
gathering could be held at the junction of Glenroy Road and Pascoe Vale Road, Glenroy and hold up
the thousands of vehicles that pass through that intersection daily, or a meeting held on a footpath
somewhere along Sydney Road forcing pedestrians, women with pushers and mainly elderly people
using walkers to step out on a very busy road traffic wise to get pass the gathering. Item 3 - The ban
on alcohol use in Moreland must be retained despite any other bans that may be in place, if only to
continue as some sort of deterrent to the 'open slather' consumption alcohol in public places that
could, and no doubt will occur if the ban is removed. To see a group drinking alcohol say in the mall
in the Coburg shopping centre, will I'm sure be very intimidating to members of the public using the
mall. Members of Council must surely be aware of the tragic consequences of alcohol fueled attacks
on innocent persons that happen all too frequently, and should not encourage this practice by
removing the current drinking ban. Removing this regulation will be seen as the Council endorsing
the open use of alcohol within the City limits, and is a bad example for the younger generation. Item
6 - | thoroughly endorse deletion of the ban on the removal of item placed out for the annual hard
waste collection - something that | personally have always considered to be just plain ridiculous.
There is always very good items of furniture put out for scrap that other people could use that
needlessly gets smashed up by the the waste trucks compactor. Removing this ban will also allow
charities - should they wish to do so - to collect any items that could help them raise funds without
fear of prosecution. But | completely fail to see how this ban relates to the scrapping of the ban
allowing others to place items of waste in someone else's bin for the weekly rubbish collection. |
realize that it can, and no doubt does, still happen overnight. But to remove the ban will surely be a
signal for the more unscrupulous of people to dump anything and everything in another persons
waste bin. At least the current restriction has and will - if retained - serve as a deterrent to the vast
majority of Moreland residents against this practice.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: Yes please. | am saying "Yes" because if the council needs to control the usage for some parks. If
there are group matches or training, the personal training sessions should not be allowed for the hours.If
personal trainers can check at what time they should avoid having a session at the reserve at Moreland Council
Website would be very useful. | live next to McDonald reserve. There are often soccer trainings, ALF trainings
and cricket matches at the reserve. Also, De Chen Reserve has got Zebra junior team practice sessions and
other soccer trainings and so on. While there are those trainings, people live near the reserve suffer! | have seen
S0 many cars which were parking at the place it shouldnt. | wad about to send the photos with covering the
number plates. | don't want them to have fines. However, | want the Moreland Council to do something. | saw
some near accident episodes even as there are so many cars around the reserves. If people park on Alva Gr(It
should be no stop anywhere i think), then the cars that come into the grove cannot come in sometimes as there
are so many cars parking. There is only one line which makes hard to get in and out. If there are construction
trucks, it could be a nightmare on the top of nightmare. By the way, | am not agree with that the council charges
the fee for personal training at parks. Then trainers have to charge more to the people who want to have
sessions which is not nice. Thank you for your time to read long feedback.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: p—

Comments: Re:allowing others too put their rubbish in household bins of others - bad idea. Live in an area
where persons occupying DHHS unit next door to mine frequently dump household rubbish in park over the road
and have excess of household rubbish sitting on the property making it unsightly. Don't want them now putting
their rubbish in my bins, nor do my neighbours. Criminal activity has also been prevalent with these people as
evidenced by Police presence at the address on regular basis. What sorts of things could end up in my bin? Its a
worry. They also ltter the nature strip. Have had little help from council and DHHS re:ongoing issues . Who
knows what's in their rubbish. Strongly disagree with laws allowing free usefallowing other people to use my bins
that | pay to use in my rates each year. Don't pass this law.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: | wish to formerly submit that as a resident of Moreland, | object to local government
developing and implementing laws which act to limit the rights of members of the public to instigate
or participate in community assembly or political expression or demonstration. I do not support any
requirement by local government to obtain a "permit" for public or community activities including
for busking, setting up basic outdoor furniture for public stalls or the distribution of political
campaigning material to and amongst the general public.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: | am writing in support of the provision to protect the rights of people who are
homeless. “Camping -Is permissible in public areas of the municipality that are prescribed by
Council. Camping for recreational purposes is not permissible in other public areas unless (a) a
person is homeless or in need of secure accommodation; (b) a person is experiencing challenging
circumstances and is in need of additional support” I have experienced long term homelessness and
I am currently a client of Launch Housing and reside in a MIND Australia “Peer Recovery Program”.
As it’s a short-term program | am still technically homeless as | do not have a permanent fixed
address so these laws will directly effect me. In a Herald Sun article David Penberthy wrote: “There is
a mindset in a country as affluent as Australia, with a welfare system as generous as ours; there’s no
excuse for panhandling or lying about in public spaces. It's an unthinkable position. Everyone | know
who works with the homeless says one of the reasons people sleep rough is not poverty but mental
health....Rarely is there a case of homeless people simply being bludgers who opt out of productive
life in return for the joys of sleeping under cardboard in a park.” Homelessness is not a choice, what
causes a person to become homeless isn’t simply the lack of a house, a person is made homeless as
a result of the unpredictable consequences of their individual mental health issues. Variables that
effect homelessness can include: - Traumatic experiences - Social Alienation - Lack of education -

Inappropriate medical treatment - Unhealthy coping mechanisms, I.e substance abuse - History of
abuse or neglect by authorities - Co-morbidity - Useless support organisations Close your eyes and
imagine if we treated cancer patients with the same contempt that we treat people who are
homeless. If they lost their job because their body stopped functioning would we just tell them to
“get a job”? No. Would we call them lazy for living on the streets when they could no longer afford
to rent their own home? No. Would we ignore them and pretend they aren't their because we could
not understand their suffering? No. And, after all of that trauma and resilience when they finally did
lie down to rest, would we move them on? Never. It is with this mindset that we must approach
mental health and homelessness in the law. Psychiatric illnesses are a serious, complex, and
disabling medical condition and I would like to see Moreland Council support laws that protect these
vulnerable innocent people from being further persecuted. Do not make the same mistakes as The
City of Melbourne, basic human dignity is not something we should even have to deliberate in
Moreland, a local council of the so called “most liveable city in the world.”

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Hello all, | am would like to voice my concern about 3 of the proposed by-law changes.
Increasing the areas where consumption of alcohol is allowed is not a great idea. Alcohol can lead to
violence and sexual assault and without proper protections in place, ie licenced venues then I am
worried about an increase in crime if we open more public spaces up to the consumption of alcohol.
1am also concerned that it will become ok to place your rubbish in your neighbors bins. There is no
way for a house holder to then know what is in the rubbish your neighbor may dump building
materials or asbestos in your rubbish bin and your bin may be banned from being picked up through
no fault of your own. | agree that allowing others to up cycle your hard rubbish is a good idea, but |
do not agree that allowing others to place rubbish in your household bin is a good idea. A permit
required to remove, prune or kill a significant tree seems a little over the top and a money grabbing
exercise and an increase in red tape for no benefit to the community. A significant tree in one's
backyard will have no bearing on the community at large except the home owner. Please empower
home owners to be sensible with their property. If this law is required then | propose that if the tree
can be seen from the street (similar to heritage protections) then a permit is required, If it's in a
backyard and not visible from the street then | can see benefit to the community by forcing
ratepayers to get a permit. Please consider my feedback as part of your decision making process.

regards [

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: As long as there are usage rules and it does not impede the registered user of the park i.e. a sports
club, then its should be a free for all.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: First of all I would like to say | am pleased that the proposed clauses on banning protests
and handbills without a permit were deleted at the last council meeting as there could always be a
move by some councillors to bring these clauses back into the final draft. 1. Formatting and language
— Re-ordering and grouping of sections of the Local Law and simplification of the language used This
is a good thing to do to help people undertstand the laws better. 2. Significant trees — Clauses have
been included requiring a permit to prune, kill and remove a significant tree. This has been included
to assist in maintaining the natural environment and the aesthetics of the municipality and will aid in
providing shade, shelter and habitat. This is again a good thing to help protect the environment. 3.
Camping - Is permissible in public areas of the municipality that are prescribed by Council. Camping
for recreational purposes is not permissible in other public areas unless (a) a person is homeless or
in need of secure accommodation; (b) a person is experiencing challenging circumstances and is in
need of additional support How can you be sure who is actually camping and who is genuinely
homeless and in need of shelter. This is a bit of a grey area, as some homeless people may be too
ashamed to say they are homeless. It also concerns me that this law could be used against people
holding a camping protest. 4. Charity/donation bins — A clause has been included requiring a permit
to be obtained prior to placing any charity/donation bin on a road or on Council land This | have no
problem with, but the permit shouldn't cost anything and it is does, then very little as it is for a
charity. 5. Causing obstruction, distribution of handbills and soliciting of money - These clauses are
not included in the proposed Local Law What type of handbills? Will this affect people campaining or
trying to raise awareness about a local issue to the community? This shouldn't affect local
community members trying to reach out to other people about important issues. | though this was
removed? 6.2 A person must not, without a permit, apply street art or allow street art on any part of
a public place. Note: Nothing in this clause is intended to affect the operation of the Graffiti
Prevention Act 2007. This | have no problem with, but the permit shouldn't cost anything. Some
street art can add value and interest to an area. The permit should be easy to get, if it is agreed upon
by the people it will affect (tenants/landlord/oners) and they are happy for the street art to happen.
7.4 Busking is permitted without a permit in prescribed areas by Council. What is a prescrided area?
How will people know? Unless someone is busking on someones private land, | don't see the need
for this clause. It should be fine to busk in any public space without a permit. 7.5 (a) A person must
not, without a permit, place or cause to be placed any item of furniture in or on a public place. Does
this mean you can't even set up a card table and sign to collect signatures for a pettion or
campaining for something? This needs to be added to the clause to allow such a thing still to happen
without a permit.

Council meeting: No
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Comments: 1. Proposed General Local Law 2018 Submission: IS | Wish to add my voice to the
feedback and discussion of the proposed General Local Laws 2018. | have lived in the City of Moreland for 25
years and over that time | have been involved in a number of grassroots community organisations that have
acted to help Moreland be the lively engaged place to live that we wish it to be. There seem to be a number of
concerning developments in the proposed general local laws. Developments that detract from Moreland being the
creative, progressive, engaged and engaging place we might wish it to be. Moreland, or “The Peoples Republic
of Moreland” as the Councilitself refers to, has a long history of political engagement for free speech and against
attempts to restrict the right to gather and protest. Indeed there is a free speech memorial commemorating
actions that would potentially be illegal under the proposed laws. The fact that laws requiring a permit are
apparently currently on the books but are ot acted on demonstrates that these laws are not required. Indeed
current procedures to implement such laws are ambiguous, given that the Moreland Council website requires a
permit for *Political campaigns” http:/iwww.moreland.vic.gov.aufabout-usflocal-laws-and-legislation/local-law-
permits/on-street-activities/ however the form that is linked to the page is explicitly for “COMMERCIAL &
CHARITY USE OF A PUBLIC SPACE’ rather than political campaigns. Is this form intended for use by
community groups of concerned citizens? If so they are unlikely to have Public Liability Insurance and to expect
such groups to have this insurance is an unconscionable brake on political engagement. A brake that would
appear to be at odds with the Councils self proclaimed status as a *Peoples Republic”. The proposed clause 7.5
forbidding furniture being placed in a public place without a permit would place likewise place a brake on the
publics’ abilit to effectively engage with fellow community members due to the implied necessity of getting a
permit, (with the above concerns about the processes and impediments to geting such a perit), in order to have
use of such equipment as a table to display information, hold materials such as pamphlets and petitions and to
provide a surface on which to sign said petitions. If such permits to have portable fumiture for political
engagement was retained, is there a process to review and appeal decisions if such a permit was denied?
Proposed clause 7.4, It is conceming that the council is seeking to restrict busking by permitting it in prescribed
areas, without any indications of where the prescribed areas might be. Busking is an activity that brings artistry
and music to the community in an enriching fashion. It should be encouraged by the council rather than
restricted.

Council meeting: Yes
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Comments: Submission from the Moreland Homelessness Working Group to Moreland City Council
regarding the Proposed General Local Law 2018 BACKGROUND The Moreland Homelessness
Working Group (MHWG) was convened further to a report to Council in October 2016 and has met
three time since last November. Participants in the MHWG include Council officers, representatives
from state organisations (Victoria Police, Department of Health and Human Services) and workers
from community organisations and charities which work to address homelessness in the Moreland
area. Most importantly, people with a lived experience of homelessness have participated,

Name

representing the Council to Homeless Persons, Launch Housing’s consumer participation program
and the Homeless Persons Union of Victoria. LOCAL LAWS AND HOMELESSNESS The Working Group
has discussed the role of local laws at its meetings including: Kate Incerti, Team Leader Housing and
Homelessness Services at the City of Port Phillip, who provided examples of how taking a Human
Rights approach to people who are rough sleeping provides council officers, the police and
community members with a framework to balance community concerns about health, safety and
inclusion. Having good referral processes and communications was a key part of making this work in
the City of Port Phillip.

I Vanager and Principal Lawyer, Homeless Law at Justice Connect, provided information
on high numbers of people who are rough sleeping facing court action for offences that relate purely
to their situation. Lucy undertook a Churchill Fellowship in 2013, travelling to nine international
cities and speaking with 60 experts about homelessness and the regulation of public space, her
report found many negative impacts of the use of law on people experiencing homelessness
DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED GENERAL LOCAL LAW 2018 ON 15 AUGUST 2017 The third meeting of
the MHWG was attended by representatives of the following organisations which work people who
are homeless or at risk of homelessness in the City of Moreland: Launch Housing: Assertive Outreach
Service It works with people who are sleeping out or living in a squat in the cities of Moreland,
Darebin and Yarra. Vincent Care Victoria

Its Northern Hub Glenroy is the is the “Front Door” to homelessness services for the cities of
Moreland and Hume. It also has an Outreach Team that works in the Moreland area. Salvation Army
Brunswick The Salvos in Albert St provide hot meals, showers and intensive case work support for
homeless people.

Merri Health It provides a range of services for those that are homeless or at risk of homelessness
including free dental care, counselling support and targeted programs for young people. Coburg
Information Centre The CIC provides Emergency Assistance to people in Moreland as well as advice
and referral.

I (formerly RDNS) Homeless Persons Program The HPP works with Moreland based
services such as Vincent Care and Merri Health as well as responding directly to referrals from the
community MHWG participants were provided with briefing information on the proposed changes
to the local law and some detail on the specific exemption in relation to camping (e.g. a person is
homeless or in need of secure accommodation; (b) a person is experiencing challenging
circumstances and is in need of additional support) and how this is based on the City of Port Phillip
provision which has been in place since 2001 and was reviewed in 2012. The following points were
made by participants: - some discussion was taking place in the community about the proposed
Local Law, including a concern that Moreland will be full of encampments like “Martin Place”- a




[image: image122.png]referral to the encampment of homeless people and their supporters in Sydney’s CBD. - A participant
with considerable experience in the City of Yarra advised that a non-punitive local laws approach

had initially generated fears about many homeless people being “attracted to” the area but a growth
in encampments had not eventuated. - Outreach work is much more difficult if there is a fear of
punitive action by authorities. If people do not feel the need to hide or run away then the potential
to build trust and accept support is more likely. - People may have pets with them and this is a
barrier to moving into emergency accommodation. - Those sleeping rough may have, to their mind,
very good reasons not to want to engage with support services. This may be because they have a
history of trauma and dealing with authorities is distressing. Or it may be that their experience of the
accommodation available in places like private rooming houses or motels has left them believing
that they are safer “on the street”. - Specific relevant examples were mentioned including a woman
sleeping in her car in Brunswick for a number of months where neighbours showed great concern for
her wellbeing. While she did not wish to accept standard referral for accommodation, outreach
services and Victoria Police maintained contact over time to ensure her safety and health. - Aman
sleeping in the front of the offices of one community services organisation over a number of weeks
was eventually linked up with a ‘next step’ that he wanted after patient engagement by staff. -
Participants agreed that Moreland residents and traders were most often very caring and concerned
about those who are homeless that they come across but there was a need for more “myth-busting”
information to be communicated about the reality of homelessness - There was also agreement
amongst participants that there is an urgent and growing need for more long term secure and
affordable housing, without which we are likely to see more people without shelter in our city.

Council meeting: No
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Comments: | am resident of Moreland and have been for many years and | am willing to stand up to
oppose any changes to the current laws. | will briefly describe each point that Moreland Council is
seeking to change and why | see these changes will not benefit anyone in the City of Moreland and
only exacerbate already existing problems. Firstly the drinking of alcohol to be allowed anywhere
except those areas identified by Council. Why change the existing law which prohibits drinking in all
open areas within the City of Moreland? In the City of Moreland we already have enough pubs and
clubs that have their own open spaces for drinkers to drink outside. Now why should we have an
increase in alcohol related crimes because Council wants to relax the alcohol restriction that has
existed for many years. This change WOULD NOT bring any benefits to the City of Moreland and
would put extra pressure on our police. Regarding residents putting their rubbish in the bins of
others and taking rubbish from other residents bins is one of the most ridiculous law that has been
conceived that truly intrudes the right of an individual. Can't the Council see that this will only cause
arguments and fights between neighbours who try to put their own rubbish into other peoples bins
and not only that, but the stealing of property owners information from discarded letters which can
be used for identity theft or to defraud residents. | don't think Council has thoroughly considered all
the consequences if these laws were to change. But | am quite certain that there would be an outcry
from all residents in the City of Moreland and police would be quite annoyed with extra work that
would ensue. Regarding the activities that can cause obstruction | believe that permits should be
continued to be required. | often see people at the corner of Nicholson St and Bell St especially on
Sunday's washing and cleaning windscreens, collecting money for a supposedly charity or other
people performing juggling acts for money and are really a nuisance to all road users stopping at the
red lights. This must stop and the only way to stop this is for Council to issue permits. so that our law
enforcement officers know what's legitimate and what is a farce. | would please ask Council NOT TO
CHANGE THE EXISTING LAWS AS THEY ARE WORKING EXTREMELY WELL.

Council meeting: No
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Comments: 3. Camping - While | have sympathy for the homeless, | fee intemational back packers will take
advantage of this proposed local law too. Previously in Coburg, they camped out doing displaying their laundry.
Taking up parking spaces with their vans. Many recreational areas are near school and Kindergartens, parents
would have (o be extra vigilant with their children if there was space between tents to play. Noise levels travel
through tents and onto neighbors. | am also concerned that | am hearing reports that people can drink alcohol in
public places in Moreland which would add to my concems. Who will monitor the campers' cooking conditions?
Trees in the parks could accidently be bumed. There is not enough open space in Moreland. 7. Construction
management.- There should be tighter control. There should be a length and weight limit of vehicles going down
laneways. In the past we have had several hits to our property. On one occasion the driver must have hit at least
10 properties plus a Kindergarten. With the construction site in Albert Street near Woolworths, large vehicles:
including a double b came down Albert St all the way from Nicholson St. parked on the south side just before
Sydney Road for hours. We have had to remind a local of building noise especially on weekends.

Council meeting: Yes
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Comments: We have concerns about some clauses of the Proposed General Local Law 2018 being anti-
democratic and discriminatory. We would also like to speak to our submission at the council meeting which will
hear submissions. We were pleased to see that four of the most problematic clauses were deleted at the 12 July
council meeting: « The ban on obstruction (protests) + The ban on hand bills « The ban on soliciting for money
(begging)  The ban on leaving goods in a public place. 1. Charter of Human Rights and Responsibiliies Act
2006 We believe that some sections of Moreland's Proposed General Local Law breach the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 The sections of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibiliies Act 2006
that we believe would be breached by the Proposed General Local Law are:: + Section 14: Freedom of thought,
conscience, religion and belief (1) (b) Every person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and
belief, including ) the freedom to demonstrate his or her refigion or belief in worship, observance, practice and
teaching, either individually or as part of a community, in public or in private + Section 15 Freedom of expression
(2) Freedom of expression states that Every person has the right to freedom of expression which includes the
freedom to seek, receive and impartinformation and ideas of all kinds, whether within or outside Victoria and
whether— (a) orally, or (b) in writing, or (c) in print, or (d) by way of art, or (e) in any other medium chosen by him
or her » Section 16 - Peaceful assembly and freedom of association. (1) Every person has the right of peaceful
assembly. (2) Every person has the right to freedom of association with others, including the right to form and join
trade unions. Section 7.5 Fumnilure in a public place of the Proposed General Local Law breaches these sections
of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. The sections of the Draft General Local Law which
were proposed to the 12 July council meeting and then deleted, 7.4 Permit for hand bills and 7.8 Causing
obstruction, would also have breached the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. 2. Street
stalls (Section 7.5 Furniture in a public place) and Section 7.2 Permit required for selling in a public place Any
serious community group needs to have the ability to set up a street stall. The right to freedom of communication
is fundamental to any democratic society, especially a society such as Australia with such a heavily monopolised
media such as Australia where most of the media is controlled by only a handful of companies. If community
groups don't have the ability to respond to immediately to issues by setting up communily stalls to communicate
with their fellow citizens, then they don't have any effective right to free speech. Being able to set up a stall with
signage, including A-frames, indicates to passing pedestrians what the issue is that the community group is
focusing on, so that they can decide if they are interested enough to approach the stallto find out more, or if they
are not interested in the issue Community groups want to communicate with other members of their community
so they don't want to annoy people by impeding pedestrians. This means that it is a furphy to say that community
groups need to apply for permits in order to not block disabilty access. In fact the ban on street stalls, impedes
the possibility for some people with disabilities to participate in free speech. Some people with disabilities are not
able to stand for long periods handing out leafiets and may need to sit behind a table to collect signatures on
petitions. Itis highly problematic to use one disadvantaged group as justification for removing the rights of the
community which includes the rights of people with disability to exercise free speech. There is also no problem
with there being too many community stalls, another argument raised at the July council meeting. There aren't
many stalls which occur in Moreland, and there is rarely any competition between community groups over stall
spots. Usually, groups self-manage. If another group has a stall, groups will work out between themselves to set
up in separate areas, of to stagger the set-up/pack up times. Community stalls often sell a small number of goods
to reimburse themselves for the cost of printing. Usually the amounts are trivial and don't amount to street trading
by shops/businesses. Usually, they will sell T-Shirts, small pamphiets and badges. This should be allowed and
not banned. 3. Busking We are opposed (o any ban on busking without a permit. There are very few buskers in
Moreland so there is no reason to force buskers to apply for permits. There are many problems in areas where
permits are required for buskers. Permits in the CBD tend to be given to buskers who are semi-professional or
professional. Permits tend o only go o buskers who do state-of-the-art performances. This discriminates against
children, musicians/performers who are just starting out, and homeless people who busk. The ban on busking
without a permit also affects homeless people. Many homeless people busk in preference to begging because
they feel stigmatised for begging As with groups that do street stalls, buskers self-organise. If two or more
buskers turn up to a spot, they self-organise and negotiate time slots with each other. This is known as busking
etiquette among buskers. 4. Camping While the re-worded section 2.7 on Camping in Public places might be
well-intentioned by excluding homeless people and people experiencing challenging circumstances from needing
permits, itis open to being used in a discriminatory way. Even if council officers are implementing the “No
camping” section in the current General Local Law in a sensitive way, that doesn't mean that it will always be
implemented in this way. You could have a change in regime in the council, and the sensitive approach may be
replaced by a discriminatory approach. Many homeless people are wary of persecution by council officers in a
range of municipalities so may not want to identify themselves as homeless, some people feel a sense of shame
at being homeless and so don't idenify as homeless, and some tourists can fall on hard times and be homeless
for a short or long period of time. This no camping clause is still wide open to being used in a discriminatory way.





[image: image126.png]There are also some other aspects about camping which haven't been adequately discussed. The Native Title
Act and the Traditional Owner Settlement Act give Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders the right to camp. The
o camping clause needs to be compared with the relevant sections of these federal and state acts. During the
2006 Commonwealth Games, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community established a protest camp,
Camp Sovereignty, in the Domain. There was a big debate about this camp, but the City of Melbourne acted
sympathetically and allowed the camp to be maintained during the Commonwealth Games. Camping protests
aren't common in urban areas, but do occur from time to time and should be allowed for within the local law.
Such protests include Camp Sovereignty, homeless camping protests, the protest against the demolition of a 110
year old house on the comer of Sussex St & Bell Stin 1999, and union picket lines. 5. The problem of permiits
and penalties While it is welcome that the cost of permits for busking and street stalls has been made free, itis
stilla problem to have to apply for a permit. While a permit system exists, it can be used in a politically
discriminatory way. It allows councils to decide which are acceptable views and which are not. There are
currently no guidelines as to what applications for community stalls would be accepted and what applications
would be rejected. There is also no information about any right to appeal the rejection of permits. A permit system
advantages well-organised and more professionalised groups and disadvantages newly emerging community
groups, or groups that need to respond to emergency events. For the two category of permits where fees have
been revoked — community stalls and busking — there are still very steep fines for not having a permit. The fines
for not having a permit are $500 for holding a community stall and $300 for busking. Most buskers and most
community groups would not be able to afford such fines. We call for the system of permits for community stalls,
busking, camping and street art to be revoked.

Council meeting: Yes
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Comments: SUBMISSION ‘PROPOSED GENERAL LOCAL LAW 2018'. I'm pretty disgusted with the
conduct of this council, which has led me to the decision to put in this submission regarding your
Draft Local Law 2018 (segments of which do seem to keep changing, mind you). First of all, your
general attempts at governance and decision making are totally laughable. You spend ages on very
minor matters of next to no significance, ignore the major problems that exist in Moreland and then
have the nerve to come up with a set of laws that blatantly contradict our human rights! Have you
nothing better to do? Are you actually aware that you cannot pass binding laws that contradict the
main laws of Australia? Why are you treating the communities you SERVE like children? Why are the
Council Officers out of control and allowed to conduct themselves in any old way, not being held
responsible to a higher standard? | have watched in some amazement at the meeting feed whilst
you lot brag about the community events that you attend, puff yourselves up as though you were
doing important works when you discuss football matches, crap on about how you ‘welcome’
community feedback and input whilst cutting off concerned residents at meetings, to the point that
people actually have burst into tears, refuse to allow people to have their say by deliberately limiting
their speaking time, harry those few brave souls that actually attend your meetings to speak sense
to you and then fudge the so-called ‘community consultations’ that are anything but! You have
stuffed up the home care for disabled children issue, treated the Methven Park community with
outright disdain, regularly ignore the calls for better toilet facilities in Coburg, you are all responsible
for the fiasco that is Pentridge, and NOW you want to curtail our human rights. The real reason that
these laws are being evaluated is two-fold: Because Kavanagh got his nose out of joint when the
community showed up to support Bolton, after she organized a perfectly legal and democratic
peaceful protest, and because the Greens, especially Abboud and Ratnam, have some weird issue
with musicians... And human rights. Are your Federal counterparts aware of your idiotic ideas?
Might be worth checking in with HQ to see if the rest of Greens agree with you that we should no
longer live in a democracy. You might learn something. As it is, you look like a bunch of fascists,
emboldened by the likes of Brandis, Abbott and Trump. Is this really the legacy that you'd like to
leave behind? Andy Ingham is probably rolling in his grave. | was shocked that you had LAWYERS in
attendance for the misleadingly titled ‘community consultations’, that staff REFUSED to take details
of community input and that comments were made about certain members of the community’s
suspected political affiliations. HOW DARE YOU. Kindly let us know how much it cost for this blatant
interference, and who approved the expenditure? Heads need to roll. | see that the information
sheet describes this as “Have your say.... In person...” Your website states: “We're holding two drop
in sessions during the consultation period to hear feedback from the community.” No, you're not,
because you're not listening. That’s not having a say. That’s being told what to think, and to shut up
and go away. Here’s my two cents: - Card tables — come off it, in the way of disabled people? You've
just managed to insult folks with disabilities, who are not children. As if community groups plonk
tables right in the middle of walkways! Newsflash: They don’t. They angle them off to the side so
that they can have a decent conversation with any interested person without subjecting them to a
steady stream of annoyed passersby. Part of our democratic process, you know. - Leafletting - a
time-honoured way of engaging community members on issues/events and whatnot. The fact you
even considered this aspect to be up for grabs is shamefully undemocratic. - Busking —~ARE YOU
SERIOUS? First of all, you assume that busking is awful and must be regulated madly, with a totally
INSANE FEE OF $300 PER YEAR (for what?), THEN Ratnam desperately tries to save face following the
public outrage but rambles on in a bizarre fashion about busking outside people’s windows in
residential streets with French Horns, no less, whilst showing her complete and utter ignorance




[image: image128.png]about what busking actually INVOLVES, then decides to get rid of the fee but keep the permit
(details sketchy as hell, permits can be refused or the process dragged out forever with no recourse
for the long-suffering musicians who need to engage with your lazy council staff) for unspecified
‘prescribed’ AREAS OF MORELAND THAT NOONE WOULD WANT TO USE FOR BUSKING IN THE FIRST
PLACE? Do you even listen to yourselves speak? It's like you’re all on drugs, the drug of power
without responsibility or even coherent thought. NEWSFLASH: Musicians are amongst the poorest in
our society. They do not have money for permits or fines. They busk because it is their way of trying
to get food on the table. You just don’t like poor people, do you? NEWSFLASH 2: The streets of
Moreland are not awash with buskers. You almost never see them. There are no issues associated
with them. If there were, people would just call the cops. That’s what is normally done, if there is a
civil disturbance, and the police have more than enough powers to deal with such problems. The
sheer hypocrisy of Abboud crapping on about how personal training businesses that use local parks
are totally fine and don’t need a permit, whilst musicians clearly do, is not lost on me. And it is pretty
sneaky of you to make sure that the details about busking never made it onto the information sheet.
- Public drinking — Ah, yes, the time-honoured racist chestnut. It’s fine to have a drink of wine if you
are a well-presented white person, preferably in a cafe or maybe picnicking, but better not be seen
with alcohol if your skin is a non-desirable colour or if you just look poor! Heaven forbid we should
have such people enjoying life. - No street art without a permit — Pathetic. Just pathetic. - Camping —
yes, let’s harass poor people some more and shame them by demanding to know if they are
homeless or not. Great idea. Not. - Protests — yes, we should be allowed to exercise our democratic
rights in a spontaneous fashion, just like we did for that poor lady, Jill Meagher, who was raped to
death in Brunswick. - Tree permits — sounds good but isn’t the council simultaneously allowing the
Pentridge developers to remove a beautiful community tree of local significance, just because?
Hello? Is anyone in there? Lights are on but nobody’s home. If you think that some of this
submission is not on because I've singled out members of your council for personal attacks, welcome
to the club. What you have done is a direct attack on the people that make up the Moreland
community. Noone is fooled by this crap and | for one will be delighted when you're turfed out at
the next election. Grow up. Time to start doing good for Moreland and thinking about what people
actually want and need, not your latest thought bubble. Signed Jjjjjjii] resident and musician of more
than 40 years

Council meeting: No
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Comments: Personal training businesses should NOT require a permit to conduct sessions in parks.

Council meeting: No
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Comments: | am writing in support of the provision to protect the rights of people who are homeless. “Camping
—Is permissible in public areas of the municipality that are prescribed by Council. Camping for recreational
purposes is not permissible in other public areas unless (a) a person is homeless or in need of secure
accommadation; (b) a person is experiencing challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support” |
have experienced long term homelessness and | am currently a client of Launch Housing and reside in a MIND
Australia "Peer Recovery Program’. As it's a short-term program | am still technically homeless as | do not have a
permanent fixed address so these laws will directly effect me. In a Herald Sun article EEEEGEGE_Nu>u>og o'
“There is a mindset in a country as affluent as Australia, with a welfare system as generous as ours; there's no
excuse for panhanding or lying about in public spaces. It's an unthinkable position. Everyone | know who works
with the homeless says one of the reasons people sleep rough is not poverty but mental health. ... Rarely is there
a case of homeless people simply being bludgers who opt out of productive life in retun for the joys of sleeping
under cardboard in a park.” Homelessness is not a choice, what causes a person to become homeless isn't
simply the lack of a house, a person is made homeless as a result of the unpredictable consequences of their
individual mental health issues. Variables that effect homelessness can include: - Traumalic experiences - Social
Alienation - Lack of education - Inappropriate medical treatment - Unhealthy coping mechanisms, Le substance
abuse - History of abuse or neglect by authorities - Co-morbidity - Useless support organisations Close your eyes
and imagine if we treated cancer patients with the same contempt that we treat people who are homeless. If they
Tost their job because their body stopped functioning would we just tell them to “get a job"? No. Would we call
them lazy for living on the streets when they could no longer afford to rent their own home? No. Would we ignore
them and pretend they aren't their because we could not understand their suffering? No. And, after all of that
trauma and resilience when they finally did lie down to rest, would we move them on? Never. It is with this
mindset that we must approach mental health and homelessness in the law. Psychiatric illnesses are a serious,
complex, and disabling medical condition and | would like to see Moreland Council support laws that protect
these vulnerable innocent peaple from being further persecuted. Do not make the same mistakes as The City of
Melbourne, basic human dignity is not something we should even have to deliberate in Moreland, a local council
of the so called “most liveable ity in the world.”

Council meeting: Yes
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Comments: After reading the proposed objectives for the local law | am submitting my comments, questions
and observations on a number of the proposed changes. Regards, IS 1- Camping for recreational
purposes... A. It is unclear who will make the assessment that 'a person i homeless or in need of secure
accommodation or if a person is experiencing challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support.
What organisation will do a professional assessment? B. What assessment has been done to determine:- - how
many campers this is likely to attract - how the public amenity would be affected by varying numbers of campers -
Is any infrastructure eg. Additional toilets, going to be provided - What other risks have been identified in the risk
assessment behind this proposal In the literature about this consultation overall it said that Council had done a
risk assessment. Is this available to the public? 2. Activities that can cause obstruction... | am interested to
understand what reasoning is behind this apparent abdication of authority by Council. If a permit is no longer
required, how will Council manage the risk to the public and amenity without oversight of what happens within its
boundaries. For example:- - What happens when opposing factions rally on the same day? Who wams the
police? Who wams the community? - How are collectors vetted so that only registered charities are collecting
from the community - Multiple charities competing at the same intersection due to a lack of registration process 3.
The consumption of alcohol... Allowing this to happen anywhere excepted proscribed areas appears to be a
contradiction of the objectives of the local law. Given the behaviour of many people under the influence of
alcohol, particularly walking about the streets, I fail to see how this can improve the amenity of Moreland. |
interested in understanding Council's reasoning behind this proposed change. 6.Hard rubbish collections..

Again, | interested in understanding Council's reasoning behind this proposed change. How can letting your
neighbour literally put any crap in your bin be a good idea? If neighbours are having a dispute, this can only give
alegitimate opportunity to one or both to escalate it to new heights. Greenwaste and recycling, maybe with
permission, would have been a better starting point is my observation.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: There are some aspects of the proposed General Local Law 2018 that | find concerning.
Firstly, | object to having to apply for a permit to have furniture in a public place. I think this law
could be used as a means to censor political or community groups that the council does not like, or a
least make it more difficult for them to organise and be active. Although it is not a ban, the council is
not obliged to grant a permit.This is undemocratic, as it should be a basic right for community or
political groups to be able to organise and talk with the resident of Moreland City freely, including
using a table or stall if it is necessary. | also believe its is undemocratic to make people apply for a
permit to sell in a public place. Again, this could hinder the ability of community or political groups
to organise. You shouldn't need to apply for a permit to sell badges to support refugees or a local
environmental cause or to sell a political publication. | also object to the proposed local laws
regarding camping. The brunt of this law will be felt by some of the most vulnerable people in
Moreland as it seems largely to targeted at the homeless Finally, | object to the changes around
permits for buskers. | have lived in different areas in Moreland and have never had a problem with
buskers. Making it more difficult for people to busk freely is unnecessary and will have a negative
impact on the amenity of Moreland City, as buskers can add a lot to our public spaces.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | wish to object to 2 elements of the Proposed General Local Law 2018, the camping for
recreational purposes and the provisions relating to rubbish collection. 1. Camping for recreational
purposes In 2016 there was an issue of backpackers illegally camping at Coburg Lake, which was
reported extensively in print and electronic media (http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-us/have-
your-say/consultations/proposed-local-law-2018/). Even though this activity was illegal, the Council
experienced difficulties removing these people from this public park. The use of the park for this
purpose resulted in a significant impact on nearby residents as they were either unable to use this
portion of the park, or did not feel comfortable or safe to do so. Allowing homeless people to camp
in parks does not address or resolve the underlying causes of homelessness. A better solution, would
be for the council to invest in social housing, or open either the Coburg or Brunswick townhalls as
shelters. Homeless people would have access to kitchen and bathroom facilities - facilities which are
absent from many of Moreland's parks. This would provide a safe, secure and weatherproof place
for homeless people, which could be managed by Council with minimal to no impact on local
residents. 2. Rubbish Collections 2A: Hard Rubbish At present it is illegal to scavenge hard rubbish
put out on the kerbside. This does not stop people doing this. During collection period it is not
uncommon for streets in Moreland to be a mess with rubbish blowing up and down streets as
scavenges take little to no care when rummaging through rubbish. This can rubbish can be
hazardous to both pedestrians and motorists, and may result in injuries and claims for damages
against the Council. 2B: Allowing residents to remove or add rubbish to kerbside bins There is little
incentive to reduce waste when neighbouring residents who do not recycle are able to add rubbish
to your bin. Currently the Council refuses to collect bins if they are overloaded or contain items
which should not be in the bin. This is of concern should the new law be introduced. Does this mean
the council will empty all bins regardless of the amount of rubbish/contents it contains? Otherwise
who would be responsible for the offending bin/rubbish? Additionally, if people are able to remove
rubbish, it may result in scavengers removing and not replacing rubbish, which will not be collected.
This will add to litter in the street as it may be blown away, increasing litter in the Moreland area. |
strongly urge Council not to introduce these provisions. They will not improve amenity for the
majority of local residents. They will result in higher cleaning/maintenance costs for the Council
which will result in an increase in rates. The Council would be better to focus on its core business
and delivering services for all ratepayers.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: When people are undertaking noisy, sweaty activities like boxing others are trying to
meditate or engage in some quiet contemplation as the sun rises first thing in the morning, a permit
should not be granted. In the right place at the right time, it's fine... But appropriate locations, or
'designated' locations only, so others can enjoy the amenity of the park's quiet if that's how they
wish to do so...

Council meeting: No




[image: image135.png]Submission: Proposed General Local Law 2018

Name: I

Comments: Yes. Definite permit required. For a business use, there needs to be regulation

Council meeting: No
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Name: mm—

Comments: | would like to put in a complaint and opposition to the proposed changes in local laws. | do not
want the alcohol law changed to allow drinking anywhere in Moreland- we have enough issues now without
opening it up to be consumed anywhere. At least at this stage there is a local law to fall back on that can provide
some assistance. | don't want the law changed for rubbish - surely these 2 items could be split, to allow people to
take from hard rubbish but not allow the dumping of rubbish - who's responsibility will it be when rubbish has.
been dumped at your house for collection - especially prohibited dumped rubbish and the over allocated amount -
it has happened to us now, at least if someone was caught action could be taken. The issue also allowing people
o put rubbish in my bin - | find absolutely outrages - we keep our bin clean - | don't want someone dumping their
slops in my bin! Who and what s to stop someone that is only paying for a smaller bin service continually
dumping their rubbish in my larger bin that we pay for. | also do not want to have to get a permit to prune or
remove a tree on m property - this needs more consideration - if a trees roots are causing damage to my drive,
building or neighbour property - I should be allowed to remove it - Developers should have to obtain a permit as
they will destroy and pull down anything "in the way of their monetary progress". With all the money that council
wastes - why have we (luckily as we do not get the local paper delivered) not been given notice in the mail about
these important proposed changes. Not everyone has access to the interet or computer and not everyone gets
a delivered local newspaper - please allow extended submission date.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: p—
Comments: No to requiring fitness businesses to obtain a permit
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Name: I

Comments: Hello all, | am would like to voice my concern about 3 of the proposed by-law changes.
Increasing the areas where consumption of alcohol is allowed is not a great idea. Alcohol can lead to
violence and sexual assault and without proper protections in place, ie licenced venues then I am
worried about an increase in crime if we open more public spaces up to the consumption of alcohol.
1am also concerned that it will become ok to place your rubbish in your neighbors bins. There is no
way for a house holder to then know what is in the rubbish your neighbor may dump building
materials or asbestos in your rubbish bin and your bin may be banned from being picked up through
no fault of your own. | agree that allowing others to up cycle your hard rubbish is a good idea, but |
do not agree that allowing others to place rubbish in your household bin is a good idea. A permit
required to remove, prune or kill a significant tree seems a little over the top and a money grabbing
exercise and an increase in red tape for no benefit to the community. A significant tree in one's
backyard will have no bearing on the community at large except the home owner. Please empower
home owners to be sensible with their property. If this law is required then | propose that if the tree
can be seen from the street (similar to heritage protections) then a permit is required, If it's in a
backyard and not visible from the street then | can see benefit to the community by forcing
ratepayers to get a permit. Please consider my feedback as part of your decision making process.
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Name: I

Comments: Re "sharing of bins":Why should | have to pay $154 for the use of a bin and then have to
“share " it with people | dont know..| already have problems with people dumping rubbish in my
bin(in the middle of the night)pushing it down hard so that when the bin is emptied half my rubbish
stays in the bottom and is not collected.| also have to wash the bin because of the mess people
leave.If the council wants me to "share"my bin they shouldnt be charging me for it Allowing people
to take things out of my bin is an invasion of my privacyand could lead to identity theft and
fraud.Please rethink !

Council meeting: No




[image: image140.png]Submission: Proposed General Local Law 2018

Name: p—

Comments: | absolutely think you should relax the permit laws on training sessions in parks. You want people
using those green spaces, and we want to encourage people to exercise. This would help immensely.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | think a permit should be required for any commercial venture in a public place. That way Council
can regulate it from misuse and over crowding. Plus they are making money after all.

Council meeting: No
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Name: | ———

Comments: We don't agree that it should be legal for people to remove rubbish from our bin or to add rubbish
intoit.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: | am writing as a resident of Moreland to voice my anger at the proposed camping changes with
respect to Moreland open land. Firstly - as we have a young family, we cannot understand how we are going to
allow parks to be filled with camping. Whilst | understand the overall homeless situation, and have empathy to
this, this is not a solution. We expect that our parks and playgrounds are free spaces where we can go SAFELY
with our children. We have taken our kids to the city and had them scared at walking past the people camping
near Flinders Street station. Our children were already scared at the Media reports outlining these changes (and
they are 6 and 9). Secondly - What are we paying rates for. If | have to buy a house and pay rates for the parks,
and someone can basically come and pitch a caravan there, then what s the purpose of our rates! | hope you
take our input and the quality of living for residents of Moreland into account in your decision making,

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: [

Comments: 'Camping — Is permissible in public areas of the municipality that are prescribed by
Council. Camping for recreational purposes is not permissible in other public areas unless (a) a
person is homeless or in need of secure accommodation; (b) a person is experiencing challenging
circumstances and is in need of additional support' What test will you apply to decide if someone
camping in a public area of the municipality is homeless or in need of secure accommodation? Or,
experiencing challenging circumstances? How will circumstances of domestic violence, temproary
impairement such as intoxication, and mental illness weight in? Please provide me with a email
response to this submission if possible as | am unable to attend the consultation. Thank you, Il

I (communication not in an official capacity)

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | wish to object to 2 elements of the Proposed General Local Law 2018, the camping for
recreational purposes and the provisions relating to rubbish collection. 1. Camping for recreational
purposes In 2016 there was an issue of backpackers illegally camping at Coburg Lake, which was
reported extensively in print and electronic media (http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-us/have-
your-say/consultations/proposed-local-law-2018/). Even though this activity was illegal, the Council
experienced difficulties removing these people from this public park. The use of the park for this
purpose resulted in a significant impact on nearby residents as they were either unable to use this
portion of the park, or did not feel comfortable or safe to do so. Allowing homeless people to camp
in parks does not address or resolve the underlying causes of homelessness. A better solution, would
be for the council to invest in social housing, or open either the Coburg or Brunswick townhalls as
shelters. Homeless people would have access to kitchen and bathroom facilities - facilities which are
absent from many of Moreland's parks. This would provide a safe, secure and weatherproof place
for homeless people, which could be managed by Council with minimal to no impact on local
residents. 2. Rubbish Collections 2A: Hard Rubbish At present it is illegal to scavenge hard rubbish
put out on the kerbside. This does not stop people doing this. During collection period it is not
uncommon for streets in Moreland to be a mess with rubbish blowing up and down streets as
scavenges take little to no care when rummaging through rubbish. This can rubbish can be
hazardous to both pedestrians and motorists, and may result in injuries and claims for damages
against the Council. 2B: Allowing residents to remove or add rubbish to kerbside bins There is little
incentive to reduce waste when neighbouring residents who do not recycle are able to add rubbish
to your bin. Currently the Council refuses to collect bins if they are overloaded or contain items
which should not be in the bin. This is of concern should the new law be introduced. Does this mean
the council will empty all bins regardless of the amount of rubbish/contents it contains? Otherwise
who would be responsible for the offending bin/rubbish? Additionally, if people are able to remove
rubbish, it may result in scavengers removing and not replacing rubbish, which will not be collected.
This will add to litter in the street as it may be blown away, increasing litter in the Moreland area. |
strongly urge Council not to introduce these provisions. They will not improve amenity for the
majority of local residents. They will result in higher cleaning/maintenance costs for the Council
which will result in an increase in rates. The Council would be better to focus on its core business
and delivering services for all ratepayers.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | am disgusted as to what our Councillors did to our Local Law on the 12th of July. The
Laws are there to protect our Council space and Councillors on that night were clearly not
representing the majority of Moreland's population..!1 #. The deletion of the Behaviour in Public
places clause is ridiculous. Even Victoria Police rely on this Local Law in our busy Pubs and Nightclub
areas on a Friday or Saturday nights. Have any of our Councillors actually attended Sydney Rd
Brunswick on a Friday or Saturday night and observed for themselves the amount of disgusting and
disorderly conduct that goes on..? Thank god for the Victoria Police officers and our Local Laws
officers. #. Obstructions on our footpaths should not be permitted without a permit. What were you
all thinking..? Have you not noticed that women with prams, elderly with mobility scooters and
disabled people with wheel chairs use our footpaths to get around. Using the excuse of so called
“free speech” to modify this clause is ridiculous and shameful..!l What is going to happen when
someone gets hit by a car because they have to go onto the road because the footpath is blocked..?
#. Commercial Fitness Operators on Public Land must and should apply for a permit.. They are
making money, aren't they..? #. Camping in Public Spaces, should not be allowed without a permit.
Camping in so called prescribed area is absolutely ridiculous. Do our Councillors want Moreland to
turn into a Ghetto..? Wasn't the experience of Coburg Lake enough..?1?! #. Consumption of Liquor,
should be banned throughout all of our municipality, however we do need to allow for well behaved
individuals and families to enjoy a wine or beer at a Park whilst having a BBQ. This should only be
allowed during daylight hours and providing that the individuals in question are well behaved. Once
again, what are our Councillors thinking, maybe our Councillors had too much wine on the night of
the 12th of July when they came up with their absurd suggestions. Do they have any idea at all that
Victoria Police use Moreland's Local Law to issue fines for public drinking..? Clearly not. Have you
spoken to Victoria Police..? I suggest you do so.. #. Soliciting of Money, once again ridiculous to
delete this clause. Would you like Moreland to turn into a third world country with beggars and
conmen spread all over the streets..? #. Handbills, deletion of this clause is a joke. We the public get
harassed enough at the moment whilst walking on Sydney Rd Brunswick and you want to remove all
powers to actually do anything about this activity. Our streets should be free from these pests so
that people can enjoy our shops, spend money and revitalise our shopping areas. | wonder what the
traders and trader associations have to say about the prospect of economic decline in our shopping
strips if Public Drinking, Soliciting for Money, Begging, Obstructions and visual pollution from
Handbill posting are permitted and create a decline in customer and visitor activity.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: 1=yes 2=yes (but a clause needs go be in there about possible issues with buildings, if a
tree is becomes to close or large or infected with issues (say termites) residents should be allowed to
remove. 3=NO, NO, NO !!1 We have trouble with backpackers camping where ever they like on
Edgars creek (& Coburg Lake), the have open fires, leave rubbish and can be noisy. | don't think we
want to encourage more 111111111 4,5,6 = yes 7= YES Yes - also include responsible to clean up rubbish
during & after build (food and drink wrappers, packaging from building supplies, nails, wood,
polystyrene etc etc

Council meeting: No
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Name: [N 5 iney Road Brunswick Association

Comments: SUBMISSION on Prosed General Local Laws 2018 Part 7 STREET TRADING: Over the past
few years the number of different groups soliciting on behalf of relief groups or organisations, , in
the shopping strip of Sydney Road Brunswick, has increased dramatically. Whilst they on a mission to
raise much needed funds and subscribe people, the relentless manner in which this is undertaken is
often intimidating and harassing to the general Public. When there are 2 or more, to gain more
attention, they will often disperse to different corners of one intersection or stand right in the
pathway of someone walking, and hinder groups of pedestrians who have just crossed the street. It
has become most frustrating and an added burden in the strip, as shoppers also dodge seats & bike
racks, prams & goods on footpaths, whilst managing the unsteady footpaths and impaired utility
plates that pop up. This must be regulated with stringent permits, for how many groups on one day,
how many people in each group, the hours allocated in a day and where the locations are. These
must be changed regularly to alleviate certain businesses from their customers continually being
‘harassed’ in the street -which has a negative impact on the ‘ shopper experience’. Brunswick
people are generally very socially minded, but often these relentless groups, have an adverse effect
on their very intentions. CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL The occurrence of drinking in the street and
carparks has thankfully subsided quite dramatically in the past few years, in and off Sydney Road
Brunswick. The mindfulness and cooperation of the venues and Hotels with the local Police, has
reduced the amount of empty bottles once seen, the urinating and vomit found in shop doorways,
the vandalism to windows and cars, and generally the standard has thankfully risen. Changing the
laws to allow drinking overall (except in designated areas) will not only encourage more
consumption of alcohol { of which our Australian culture seems to applaud) but bring back unsavory
behavior and destruction within the Public areas, including Sydney Road Brunswick. We request that
the Consumption of alcohol in Public places remain illegal in the municipality of Moreland, except for
certain designated areas which would be regulated by the Police. BUSKERS: AT this point in time
there are very few buskers operating in the municipality, and we therefore discourage buskers
needing a permit to operate. If any permit is to be granted it needs to be simple and easy to
complete, otherwise it will become a paper nightmare and too difficult for interested musicians to
play, who extend their good vibes and music, freely.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Afternoon Helen, | have concerns with the media reports on allowing homeless people
to camp in designated parks. If you think it is appropriate for people to live in tents

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Dear Unit Manager, Amenity and Compliance, I strongly object to the Moreland
Council's proposed new laws that will: - Enable other people to add and remove items to my rubbish
and recycling bins - Enable other prople to ad and remove items to my hard rubbish. Adding items to
my rubbish and recycling bins: If this law is passed, all the good work the Council has done to
towards the environment will be for nothing. People who put goods in other people's bins usually
don't sort items into the appropriate bins or dump rubbish that is not permitterd such as building
materials. At a former Coburg address, a neighbour dumped large pieces of concrete into all 3 of my
bins. Fortunately, | saw the concrete protruding from my bins before I left for work. | returned the
heavy pieces of concrete to the neighbour's property with a note asking him not to use my bins. The
irony was that he didn't put any of the concrete in his own bins, he just used mine. More recently, at
my current address, a neighbour was having a clean out of his shed. A large stack of newspapers
dating back to the 1990s were jammed in my Green recycle bin and other inappropriate items were
shoved into my rubbish and recycle bin. Again, | had to remove the items from the bins and ask the
neighbour not to use my bins. | personally go to a lot of trouble to sort and place the appropriate
waste items in the correct bins. | will no longer be able to endure that will happen in the future, if
the law changes, and other people have access to my bins. Hard Rubbish: The same thing happens
for hard rubbish. People should not be allowed to place their unwanted items in front of other
people's properties. If the items were allowed, the would be putting them out on their own nature
strip. But, to ensure they don't get in trouble themselves, they place bags of unwanted clothes,
unwrapped broken glass and building rubble in front of other people's houses. The owner then has
to go to the effort of disposing the goods appropriately or contacting the Council to ask them to pick
up the dumped items. Removing items from my bins: | am also concerned about people going
through my bins and taking items. Identity fraud and theft is on the increase and changing the law to
allow people access won't be a positive move. This will particularly impact on vulnerable and older
people in the community.
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Name: I

Comments: Local Law - 1. Camping. Issues: a) You will need a clear definition of camping which
hopefully includes sleeping rather than all day/all night occupancy. b) How are you going to stop
perennial use e.g. the aboriginal camp in front of parliament house Canberra? OR decide that you
don't want to stop perennial use but better define areas suitable to be set up as camping sites c)
intentional provision of public toilets will need to be considered e.g. those at sporting ovals, more
regularly rubbish collection d) other people should not be hampered in their personal or business
lives by campers. Therefore walkway, children's playgrounds etc may need to be protected. Perhaps
the law should be phrased to mean something like this: we will turn a blind eye to you camping on
public land provided you allow other folk the right to safe, lawful clean access and use of the same
public land. BETTER VERSION? Council will cause no disturbance to a person camping on public land
provided that person is homeless or in need of secure accommodation or is experiencing challenging
circumstances and is need of additional support. This safeguard to camp on public land is on the
condition that such a person allows other folk the right to safe, clean, lawful access to and use of the
same land. If Council's concern for the well-being of homeless and insecure people is genuine and

not just a fashion statement then you will need to consider extending meals-on-wheels or the like.
You will also need to redefine public space so that folk will be able to smoke & drink in or near their
own tent homes. Will you be providing tents? It would be kinder if you do. Would it be a better way
to dedicate something like a sports oval, with toilets and grandstand for camping when not being
used for matches? Chose one which is close to a vicinity of public transport, shops and public health
centres. Re Local Law 3: Alcohol outdoors in public spaces. | am old enough to remember when
alcohol consumption was not banned in public. 1. Reduced inhibition means more littering 2.
Reduced inhibition in some means that sober people feel more insecure and are less likely to use
public spaces. 3. Reducted inhibition caused by drinking outside will mean more likelihood of fights
outside instead of inside. 4. Drinking in public will be offensive to Islamic folk and may limit the
freedoms of alcoholics who are attempting to not drink. 5. Drinking in public will allow children more
freedom to experiment unsupervised. 6. Drinking in public combined with the freedom to take
rubbish from wheelie bins (law 6) will, | bet you, create the legal opportunity for fascinating,
riotously funny scavenger hunts! Oh to be young again! The law will increase the need for more
council staff & increase the business of the police. Have you asked the police what their attitude is to
this? Re: Local Law 5 Trees. | am in favour of this. The people in Merlynston are closely watching
three beautiful large trees at the south end of Bain Reserve. Council has managed to seal all the
surface under their canopies. After 3 emails to them they finally replied the equivalent of "she'll be
right, mate". The "holes" drilled by council through the boardwalk give approximately 15 square
centimetres of access to the soil. The supposed reticulated water to the trees has not been sighted
by anyone | have spoken to. If council kills these trees we can expect a serious backlash, even a court
case, against council for killing its own significant trees wither by cutting them down without
explanation or by neglect. Penalties for individuals in the community should also be reflected in
penalties for council. Re Local Law 6: Hard rubbish. | have thought for many years that it is pointless
attempting to stop people recycling hard rubbish. The once or twice a year hard rubbish collections
are not places where people put personal information. The weekly garbage + recycle bins can easily
contain personal papers and other items of intimate or personal nature. Why is it essential to make
all bins accessible just becasue hard rubbish is made accessible to be picked over, added to or taken
away? Why can't the law only apply to items not in wheelie bins? Surely that is not beyond the scope
of the council's legal department. Local Law 8 Personal training businesses. ISSUES: a) "public places"
includes streets, lanes, malls, children’s playgrounds. Do you need to be a bit more specific? b) is a




[image: image152.png]limit needed on microphones, loud music, etc? ¢) personal training could include lectures, diagram-
boards or gym equipment etc. d) providing the training is not disturbing others I think it's a good
idea & it should not need permits from Council.
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Name: I

Comments: How will this pan out for homeless people? Most homeless can get aggressive or
bothersome. Unless there are rules in place and people enforcing them then no it's not a good idea.

Council meeting: No
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Name: p—

Comments: All Builders that apply for a new development be given a list of local laws that are in force and the
penalties that are imposed if not adhered to:- Vehicles blocking footpath. Wire gates blocking footpath. Materials
blocking footpath. Heavy vehicles delivering materials before the allowed time (Specifying days and time) Not to
operate any machinery, and equipment such as:- Nail guns, Welders, Grinders, Electric drills, compressors,
Circular saw, hammering. (Specifying days and time)

Local law enforcement is required to the offending individuals that ignore the law by parking their vehicles
blocking the footpath day and night time, usually on new developments. | have photos to substantiate statement.
Alocal law needs to be made and _enforced on new residents of developments that were subdividedafter 31
August 2011 and approved on the basis that parking on street would not be necessary. Example: - On a recent
development of two double storeys and one single next to my premises Two to three of their vehicies are parked
outside in the street, day and night. At times they box me in, by one parking across the road opposite my
driveway, another to the left of my driveway and other to the right. Thank for the opportunity for the submission.

Council meeting: Yes
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Name: I

Comments: Dear Helen Davidson Mayor & Councilors’ & all receiving this email, MORELAND
COUNCIL TO MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO BE POOR OR HOMELESS OR SHARE IDEAS OR CONCERNS IN
MORELAND. So, what’s Fascism? My father went to war against the Germans and was a German
POW and escaped. He fought so his family and others could be free of the Nazi & Fascist oppression.
However here in Moreland in 2017 those freedoms that 60+ million people fought and died for is
wantonly being flushed down the toilet by a handful of Greens, Labor and other Councilors to cover
the bureaucrat’s incompetence, or some other hidden agenda? This council with its rapacious
appetite for rates & levies & double rates & double the number of staff that other councils deliver
services yet Moreland repeatedly fails and is a big contributor to the poverty & homeless.
Moreland's Council's solution? Let’s make it illegal to be homeless or poor or share ideas or share
concerns in Moreland. These by-laws are a very bad idea. A very very bad idea. | was told today by a
constitutional lawyer "Francesco, these by-laws are quite illegal and where on this Earth did you get
fantastic this wine?". | call on the rational councilors to vote down these by-laws mercilessly, and
those with eyes on this to act immediately and mercilessly. With apologies to Basil Faulty. “This is
exactly how Nazi Germany started”.
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Name: I

Comments: Many thanks for the opportunity to comment on the local law. | just had a few queries
and observations regarding the Part 9 — Waste 9.2(c)i - Most waste bins in Moreland currently would
not have the premise address marked on them. Are we planning to mark all bins or will we launch a
campaign to require the residents to do this? 9.2(c)ii - Are we no longer requiring residents to keep
bins clean on the inside? My thought is that given that bins are not air tight nor sealed, odours will
still emanate from the inside. 9.2(c)iii - Waste bins with a loose hinged lid are neither air tight, nor
sealed, nor can they be securely closed without some form of latch to keep the lid down Is there a
problem with the numbering in 9.2(h)? Should it be? (h) place or cause to be placed in a waste
container any of the following, unless securely wrapped in impervious materi dirt, dust, hair or
other like substance; ii. glass, wire, or other jagged or rough edge material or object; iii. animal
faeces. (i) deposit waste produced in a domestic or commercial setting into Council public place litter
and recycling bins.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Dear Councillor, | take the unusual step in writing to you about proposed new local laws.
that Moreland City Council is currently considering. The VTHC does not often advocate around local
council business, but in this instance | believe it is warranted. The Victorian trade union movement
registers its strong objection to the introduction of new laws, which would limit the rights of workers
and the community to engage in civil discourse and legitimate democratic activities. There should be
no permit or local laws established that would prohibit the free promotion and debate of local
issues. This includes any limitations on the distribution of material or the use of campaign
equipment. These proposed amendments would see Moreland City Council and its Councillors
contravene section 38 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. The Council,
Councillors and Council Staff are all subject to the Act by virtue of section 4(1)(e). Moreover, the
Victorian Trades Hall Council places its concerns on the record for homeless Victorians. Their lives
are hard enough without the stress of having to prove you are homeless before being moved on in
the City of Moreland. Moreland City Council rightly prides itself on its progressive stance in nurturing
all of our communities people. As both the Secretary of Trades Hall and a resident of Moreland, |
urge you to abandon these unnecessary and unwelcome changes to local laws.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: Dear Mayor, Councillor Davidson. | happened to hear the replay of your address to a
church group on Community Radio recently when you talked on the connection between gambling
and family violence. Congratulations! | thought it was excellent and | was so proud to have a
Moreland Mayor and representative of my Ward giving such an address and so well. Now | have
been made aware that Council Officers are trying to control the dissemination and spread of
information throughout the community. Concern about this has prompted me to write this e-mail.
The proposed by laws appear to amount to restricting free speech by making it onerous (in time and
money) for organisations to seek permits to distribute information to the public. It seems to me that
shops displaying a poster in their windows for organisations like our Historical Society will be
stopped. When the Moreland Leader fails to or will not list events in their What's On column, which
happened with our recent one day conscription plebiscite conference in Brunswick and sometimes
happens with our monthly historical society talks, we have had to resort to seek to put up posters in
shop windows and placing leaflets in cafes.. There are so few public community notice boards in
Moreland. Supermarkets provide so little space on their boards. We are so lucky to have our library
notice boards which accept the display of posters from non profit organisations. But not everyone
has a need to visit a library to see these notices when they are displayed.| have been told that that
people have to get news of an event from at least 3 different sources to actually act on it! So the
right for organisations to put up posters and give out leaflets is important. As for hounding the
homeless for proof of their situation (how further degrading would that be) , it is my view that
Council should be employing more social workers to help them and setting up some kind of place for
them to sleep in the cold winter months and not harassing and further harming their mental health |
do hope you will not support these proposed by law changes.

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: | dont see a problem in letting people take hard rubbish. It may end up that there will be
less for the council to take which = cost saving. Provided they don't leave a mess that . Forgot to
mention, they do it anyway

Council meeting: No
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Name: I

Comments: The question posed was "SHOULD PERSONAL TRAINING BUSINESSES REQUIRE A PERMIT
TO CONDUCT SESSIONS IN PARKS?" | believe that, yes, anyone using public spaces and parks for
commercial gain should require permits. Public spaces and parks are at a premium in the inner
suburbs (especially in my area of Brunswick) and every square metre of common space taken up by
someone for commercial purposes is a square metre from which normal relaxation recreational
pursuits by individuals are excluded. Far from inducing individuals to embrace the outdoors and the
myriad activities therein by allowing unrestricted use of parks by personal trainers (as has been
suggested in some Facebook comments), having open spaces and parks occupied by personal
training groups will preclude normal individuals. | think there's an inherent conceit in the sense of
entitlement of personal trainers to unfettered use of common space. If they need a space to conduct
their business, hire a room or a hall. At very least, the implementing a permit system upon such
commercial endeavours will allow council to limit the number of groups per space so general
amenity for individuals' recreation and relaxation is not compromised. Sincerely, N

Council meeting: No
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Name: Youth Projects

Comments:
Submission to City of Moreland
The Proposed Moreland General
Local Law 2018
August 2017

Summary

Youth Projects supports the proposed by-laws change as a means to protect local amenity
while also showing awareness of the plight of people experiencing homelessness in our
municipality.

Youth Projects commends the City of Moreland for rejecting wholly punitive measures
which criminalise and further exclude people who are experiencing homelessness.

In Australia people are now more likely to experience homelessness in their lifetime than
diabetes, asthma or arthritis.

Ending homelessness requires a suite of responses that go the core of the problem, and
act to intervene early in the risk factors for homelessness and also to assist in recovery
from homelessness.

The application of further burdens on people who are already facing challenges, such as
fines, harassment, exclusion and confiscation of belongings, make poverty and homeless-
ness worse.

The City of Moreland by-laws proposal on public camping does not follow the intent of
the City of Melbourne's approach. The approach of the latter has been to deal with the
“optics” of homelessness but not the issues at the core. Deepening the exclusion and in-
creasing criminalisation of homelessness is the likely outcome of the City of Melbourne's

Aot UL e L an1s
Proposed Activities {Public Arenity and Security) Local Law 2017 i

Those proposals will not solve public amenity issues, but for the City of Melbourne, it may
push an “inconvenient” problem to adjacent municipalities.
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We believe Council

« Will be assisted in applying its approach by ensuring strong links to local support ser-
vices, good advice on help with material aid and passive monitoring of behaviours and
amenity.

« Will be assisted by the work of the Moreland Homelessness Working Group

+ Should consider the extent of current collaborative efforts and potential of skilled out-
reach in areas of concern.

« should examine investment in training Council employees about homelessness, and
good practice in identifying and supporting people who are homeless.

« can be assisted in relation to drug safety and harm reduction with our mobile team
North West Outreach Service operating until 2 am every night

About us

Youth Projects, founded in 1984 in Glenroy, is an independent charity that provides
health, outreach, employment, education and training services to individuals experiencing
disadvantage, unemployment, homelessness and alcohol and other drug issues. Youth
Projects is a collaborative, interdisciplinary, multi-service agency with significant expertise
working with marginalised community members with complex needs to deliver high quali-
ty and person-centred health, training, employment and community services throughout
Melbourne’s north, as well as the CBD.

In the north of Melbourne, Youth Projects operates a suite of services to intervene in the
cycle of homelessness, Monday to Saturday, including significant outreach services.

Glenroy Youth Space

The Glenroy Youth Space in Harrington Street is a complete wrap around service interven-

ing in the major domains in which at risk youth most need assistance.

- Youth Specialist Employment services: our programs enable a rapid wransition back to
study or into secure employment for 15- 21 year olds

- My Training Options - a NFP RTO offering access to low cost vocational training

- Youth Northern Outreach Team (YNOT) outreach youth alcohol and other drug coun-
selling

- North West Outreach Service (NWOS) extensive drug safety mobile outreach every day
and night of the year épm - 2 am
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education and license restoration and as-
sessments

- Youth DayHab - purpose built new youth
“Dayhab” facility ( expected to open in
2018)

- Saturday Sessions - unique weekend, drop
in mental health support and activities at
the Glenroy Youth Space.

Proposed Local Law

Youth Projects supports Moreland’s pro-
posed by-laws change as a means to protect
local amenity while also showing awareness
of the plight of people experiencing home-
lessness in our municipality.

While it is true that it can be difficult to as-
certain an individual’s housing status, there is
a marked difference between international
backpackers who are on vacation and those
who are experiencing homelessness.

What is
homelessness ?

Homelessness has been defined by
the ABS as a lack of one or more of
the elements that represent ‘home".
These elements may include a sense
of security, stability, privacy, safety
and the ability to control living space.

‘When a person does not have suitable
accommodation alternatives they are
considered homeless if their current liv-
ing arrangement:

«Is in a dwelling that is inadequate; or
*Has no tenure, or if their initial tenure is
short and not extendable; or

*Does not allow them to have control of
and access to space for social relations’.

While some homeless persons will be sleeping in'vehi- cles
it is often short term, or the vehicle is eventually abandoned due to running costs or re-

pairs needed.

For those in makeshift camps these are arrangements of last resort where access to alter-

native forms of shelter have come to an end.

People experiencing homelessness are often believed to have “refused housing” when in
fact this is not accurate. Service providers have few accommodation options at their dis-
posal, and most allocate according to need and vulnerability. With over 30,000 people on
the Victorian public housing waiting list, and housing affordability at its lowest point, both
the public and private sector are not providing housing solutions.

We commoniy find clients are housed for a few nights only in substandard cheap motels
most find dangerous and dirty. Above all, a couple of nights’ accommodation does not
allow them to seek help to address the complex co-occuring barriers they face to hous-

ing, leading to yet another exit into homelessness.

Youth Projects understands the confronting nature of homelessness for many residents,
and lack of awareness of the scale of the problem and long term solutions on offer.
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Demand for assistance is increasing rapidly and the risk factors for homelessness have not
abated in this region.

Youth Projects believes that the recent focus on rough sleeping in the CBD distracts from
the growing reality of suburban homelessness and the drivers of rough sleeping.

Advocates of highly punitive approaches to homelessness are ignorant of the definition of
homelessness, in their belief that people experiencing homelessness have homes they
can return to; or that they “should go back to where they came from.”

By the time a person has reached the state of living in public areas, they do not have
anywhere to go, or any safe ongoing connection to any place.

For many, living in improvised, insecure dwellings, such places do not provide a home nor
the opportunity for social connection, leisure, or activity. Not surprisingly, some will seek
company and opportunities for friendship and connection with other people in the same
circumstances.

For many their incomes are so low that the opportunity to see a doctor, shower, do laun-
dry, watch a film, eat a meal or read a book is possible only by use of services provided by
charities or local councils. Their opportunities to find shelter away from the streets are
short term, and can change.

While the majority of young people experiencing homelessness will be couch surfing and
improvised overcrowd accommodation, their risk of sliding into long term, street home-
lessness is high.

Attempts to penalise poverty by use of local by-laws will strain the resources of local au-
thorities and community for no positive outcomes, while worsening the problem at hand.

A forming underclass in our midst

City of Moreland, in its outer northern areas, along with other growth corridor munic-
ipalities, will face the rising tide of poverty and inequality in our midst. There are in-
sufficient services in the new growih areas, and those who need help will need to
move to seek work, cheaper housing, access to support, or to escape family conflict.
Young people are particularly at risk.

For the City of Moreland, many challenges lie ahead as sharpening economic inequality
and federal government inaction will continue to deliver social problems at the municipal
level. Meanwhile families in this region are under pressure:
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risen by 58 per cent; household utilities prices
by 35 per cent and health and education costs
by more than 30 per cent.

Research has shown that those
who first experience homeless-
ness at a young age are more
likely to experience persistent
homelessness in adulthood
(Scutella & Johnson 2012)

Vulnerable students in grades five and six can
may miss more than 400 school days in their
primary school years.

By age 21, just over half of young people will
have experienced a diagnosable psychiatric dis-
order. About 40 per cent of poorest kids leave
school early compared with 10% of richer kids.

Family violence was the context for 29% of all rapes, and 41% of all other sex offences in
Hume. 30% of female victims were aged less than 25 years. Children were present in 1/3
of all cases.

More than one in three unemployed people in Australia is young - between the ages of
15 and 24.

60% of all future job growth will occur in areas furthest from those with the highest unem-
ployment rates.

There are 50% more young people out of work now than there was at the start of the
Global Financial Crisis in 2008.

What kind of life have people sleeping rough experienced?

The rough sleeping lifestyle has deep roots. The early years of rough sleepers are often
characterised by violence and neglect. Seventy eight percent of participants had been
exposed to drugs and alcohol as a teenager, 70% experienced childhood sexual or physi-
cal abuse, 67% had left school early, 45% had a disability of some kind and 21% had been
in state care. (Living Rough in Melbourne, StreetCount 2013, City of Melbourne)

In 2012-13 an estimated 45,071 young people presented alone to a specialist homeless-
ness agency. Thirty nine per cent of these were either living with no shelter or inadequate
shelter, couch surfing or otherwise homeless.
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The four main risk characteristics of people presenting for assistance to specialist home-

less services:

are young people presenting alone

HwN =

have a current mental health issue.

Local homelessness

are experiencing domestic and family violence

are experiencing drug and/or alcohol use issues

A major focus of government strategies to prevent homelessness must be in preventing
young people from entering into a lifetime of homelessness.

The vast majority of rough sleeping takes place in hidden-away places outside the CBD.

Early Intervention, and Recovery

Melbourne homeless problem
extends to suburbs such as Coburg,
Pascoe Vale, Brunswick

Melbourne City Council dedicates $2m to homeless fighting fund
Council clears homeless camp.at Enterprize Park

MELBOURNES growing homelessness peoblemn i extending into the
suburbs with people sleeping on the streetsin places such as Coburg,
Pascoe Vale and Brunswick.

Arecent street count found the number of people sleeping rough in the
CBD had jumped by 74 per cent compared to two years ago.

Moreland, which estimated its homeless population at 770 at the 2011
‘Census, fears the number of people slecping rough on its streets or
marginaly housed could top 1000.

The importance of good health,
well-being, social connection and
engagement, alongside affordable
and secure housing are proven to
be the best means to eliminate
homelessness.

«Our current client base of over
420 young people aged 15- 21
year old in our employment service
in the north west region shows that

-20% are already homeless.

- those who are already homeless
are "couch surfing” or in impro-
vised accommodation. Family
breakdown is the leading cause.
- Only 1% have finished Year 12
-50% have a mental illness

-10 % have a chronic illness
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Despite these barriers we have assisted
over 250 homeless and at risk youth to

transition back into education, training . .
and employment in the last 13 months, In the last 13 months, Youth Projects in

ending an almost certain trajectory into Glenroy has assisted over 250 home-
long term unemployment, poverty and less and/or at risk youth in Melbourne’s
ultimately the risk of homelessness. north to transition back into education,

training and/ or stable employment.
We have been recognised for our work 9 ploy

at the national level, achieving results
2-3 times higher than the benchmarks
achieved by other services provider. B e

We do this through a model of deep engagement, experiential learning and employer
engagement. Our relationships of trust, and diversity of support services boost the impact
and outcomes of employment transition for early school leavers and those with complex
needs.

The work provided by Youth Projects is about building life skills; addressing mental
health, chronic illness, and substance misuse; finding employment and skills pathways;
and intervening at the right time, and in the right place, to prevent more disadvantaged
youth in the north of the municipality and surrounds, from falling into homelessness.

Any moves to deepen the hardship and poverty of those experiencing homelessness in
our midst will make our impacts, and those of both Council and others in our sector, even
harder to achieve.

We support moves which recognise the existence of homelessness, and show under-
standing and awareness of the plight of such people at a time when housing options have
never been more out of reach.

Hon mmisseeminh Deputy Chair
Youth Projects Ltd

6 Hartington St Glenroy 93049100
A charity registered with the ACNC youthprojects.org.au

i

Council meeting: No
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Comments:
19 August 2017

Moreland City Council
90 Bell Street
COBURG

3058

Attention: Unit Manager Amenity and Compliance

“Proposed General Local Law 2018”

Please be advised that | provide the following submission in relation to the above
matter.

Also note that |, or a person acting on my behalf, wish to be heard in support of my
submission at the meeting of Council, scheduled to be held on Wednesday 27
September 2017, commencing at 6pm, in the Council Chamber 90 Bell Street
Coburg.

Yours Sincerely,

COBURG
3058
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION

The proposed local laws will cover the total resident population of the municipality,
estimated to be in excess of 160,000 persons, and the significant visitor population
that enters and exits the municipality in their tens of thousands each day.

The level of consultation, so far, has been appalling and a stain on reputation of the
elected and appointed representatives of the City of Moreland.

What has been done, so far, is two drop-in sessions of two hours duration (in the
middle of winter on school nights) with a handful of staff and a lawyer present and
various self-serving, biased social media posts that can only be seen as a clumsy
attempt to ‘guide the debate’.

Let me make a clear distinction between a petition from residents to change parking
restriction in a local street and local laws that will apply equally to everyone. They
are completely different proposals, with totally different audiences, yet the City of
Moreland offer the residents and ratepayers tokenistic and legalistic ‘drop-in
sessions’ that were of no value whatsoever.

At the drop-in session that | attended on Wednesday the 7" of August, 2017 at the
Brunswick Town Hall, [ BBl of Moreland City Council stated that they would
not be ‘taking feedback from people and the drop-in sessions were designed to
‘encourage people to make a submission’.

| was also astounded, and offended, to find a lawyer (in attendance at the above
session) who, for a reasonable part of the conversation, sought to defend the draft
proposal and reply in legalistic jargon. My question is this: What is the purpose of
having a lawyer at these two drop-in sessions? | think it is intimidating (some people
left early clearly upset at the lawyer being present), unnecessary and a waste of
ratepayers money.

| was told via facebook (8 August 2017) that:

Hi 8 Council arranged to have a lawyer present to ensure that community
members had an opportunity to ask questions and receive definitive advice on what
the current law is and what the proposed changes are. There was no intention to
intimidate anybody.
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION
My response via facebook (8 August 2017) was:

Hello, yr response does not correspond with what residents were told last nite. We
were fold that this 'drop-in' session was only there to encourage folks to make a
submission (duhl). It was explicitly stated by those representing the council that it
was 'not a feedback session’. And, as far as receiving 'definitive (legal) advice’, i
certainly didn't ask for, or get, or was offered such 'definitive (legal) advice' and i
didn't know that council was offering such ‘definitive (legal) advice' to residents on
this issue? That would be a 1st IMO. This ‘public consuitation’ is turning into a joke
and it is clear to me that the left hand of council does not know what the right hand of
council is doing. As far as ‘intimidation’ goes, maybe put yourself in the shoes of a
resident for a moment? Maybe think it through and have a think as to how a lawyer
in the room might go down with the general popuiation?

The above needs no explanation and reflects badly on the City of Moreland.

| note that | was not provided with this definitive (legal) advice at the drop-in session
held on Wednesday the 7™ of August, 2017 at the Brunswick Town Hall and | wish to
take up this offer.

As it relates to consultation with the population of the City of Moreland | believe that
this have been done in a deliberate manner to avoid public scrutiny, limit public
debate on contentious matters and ‘sneak-in’ a raft of changes.

For the record, | submit the following statement from (N I EEEE - the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission, sitting in Melbourne, made on the 12" of
March 1991 re: Civil Aviation Authority Award ODN C No. 20086 of 1990

"In relation fo the concept of consultation | wish to make it clear that this involves
more than a mere exchange of information. For consultation to be effective the
participants must be contributing to the decision-making process not only in
appearance, but in fact".

There is no evidence before me, or to the elected and appointed representatives of
the City of Moreland, to demonstrate that wide-ranging consultation with the target
demographic (i.e. the population of the municipality) has taken place which
fundamentally compromises the level on public discussion and debate on these civil
liberties. This, in my opinion, renders useless and illegitimate any decision-making
after the close of submissions.
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION

From the perspective of ‘management may | suggest that the appointed
representatives at the City of Moreland that have carriage of the ‘stakeholder
engagement strategy’, ‘communication strategy’ or whatever strategy, if any, might
be in place, read the applicable chapter in an often cited reference publication
(Management: Theory and Practice. Author: Kris Cole) for students that are enrolled
in a ‘Diploma of Management' specifically Chapter 21 — Introducing and Managing
Change’

You might just learn something.

The above comments raise a plethora of questions, such as:

Have these proposed local laws been transiated into other languages?

Have the City of Moreland spoken to the Wurundjeri Land Council and other
indigenous groups regarding these proposed local laws?

Have the City of Moreland spoken to the Victorian Council of Social Services
(VCOSS) regarding these proposed local laws?

Have the City of Moreland considered a series of public meetings to discuss
these proposed local laws?

Did the City of Moreland considered providing qualified transiators at the drop-
in sessions?

What have the City of Moreland done to engage with those with disabilities,
and their related support groups, to disseminate these proposed local laws in
a manner that can be understood? (i.e. vision impaired, elc).

Have the City of Moreland spoken to the Liberty Victoria regarding these
proposed local laws?

These are, but a few, of the dozens of questions that arise from the sub-standard
and unacceptable level of public consultation so far delivered by the City of Moreland
to the electorate in relation to the proposed local laws
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The document provided for public consideration is detailed and complex. However,
the document does not show tracked changes, nor does it highlight (in red coloured
font for example) the ‘new’ laws so that an easy comparison can be made against
the ‘old laws’.

This is a basic tool used in many occupations and industries and | find it particularly
disturbing that such an approach has not been employed here by the City of
Moreland.

Perhaps this is part of a deliberate strategy to ‘make life difficult’ for residents?

A proper and thorough comparison requires an in-depth analysis of three different
sets of local laws against the proposed local laws. This is difficult in any event and is
made even more difficult by the lack of tracked or highlighted changes.

This is simply not good enough for local government.

It should also be noted that the document provided for public consideration contains
a number of basic mistakes which should have been picked-up in the internal editing
and review process before being put out for public comment.

Here are two examples to demonstrate this point;

1) on Page 10 in the ‘definitions’ section it makes a reference to a ‘handbill
which | understand was to be deleted before being put cut for public
comment. However, it still remains in the proposed local laws; and,

2) on Page 45 in 17.2 it makes a reference to ‘Appendix X'. There are no
appendices in the document and it suggests that there are appendices A to X
in the document. This is simply not the case as the only parts attached to the
document are Schedule 1 and Schedule 2.

This is very poor document control that reflects badly on the City of Moreland.

Yu should alsc note that at the drop-in session that | attended on Wednesday the 7"
of August, 2017 at the Brunswick Town Hall, [l of Moreland City
Council, stated that these above examples were ‘mistakes’ and would be rectified.
The issue here is it is ‘this document’ that is out for public comment — not a
‘prospective document’ yet to be seen by the residents and ratepayers.
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CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES ACT 2008

The Charter Of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, an act of the
Parliament of Victoria, applies to the City of Moreland.

Firstly, the proposed local laws are in breach of Section 14 (Freedom of thought,
conscience, religion and belief), Section 15 (Freedom of expression) and Section 16
(Peaceful assembly and freedom of association) of the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006.

These are provided as Attachment A of this submission with purple highlights.

The City of Moreland has no right to limit, or to restrict, these fundamental human
rights and there is no justification, so far advanced, for these restrictions or
limitations.

It is outrageous that the City of Moreland are considering restrictions and limitations
on basic human rights enjoyed by the total resident and visitor population, rights
given to me, to you and to others, by the Parliament of Victoria via the adoption of
principles set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

These are human rights are simply not negotiable.

| note that not a single elected councillor was elected on a platform of ‘let's take
away your human rights’. That being the case, you are duty bound to deliver on the
electoral contract that you have freely entered into with the people that you represent
and take action to make sure that these basic human rights are protected and that
no such restrictions or limitations are put into effect.

Secondly, the permit system, in general, if fundamentally flawed in that no right to
appeal exists to a permit applicant should the City of Moreland refuse such an
application. This is in breach of the Section 24 (Fair hearing) of the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006.

The City of Moreland have in place, for Parking Infringements Notices (PIN’s) for
example, an internal review process and also the right to refer disputed notices to a
court of competent jurisdiction.

The proposed local laws have no appeal mechanism. This places the City of
Moreland in the position of judge, jury and executioner. This is inappropriate and
must be rectified so as to provide citizens with the right to an internal review and the
right to a ‘fair hearing’ by an independent umpire when permit applications are
disputed (as is often the case with PIN's).
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Section 14
Freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief

(1) Every person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief,
including—

(a) the freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his or her choice; and

(b) the freedom to demonstrate liis or her religion or belief in worship, observance,
practice and teaching, either individually or as part of a community, in public or in private.

(2) A person must not be coerced or restrained in a way that limits his or her freedom to
have or adopt a religion or belief in worship, observance, practice or teaching.

Section 15
Freedom of expression

(1) Every person has the right to hold an opinion without interference.

(2)  Every person has the right to freedom of expression which includes the freedom to
seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, whether within or outside
Victoria and whether—

(a) orally;or

(b)  in writing; or

(¢) in print; or

(dy by way of art; or

(e) in another medium chosen by him or her.

(3)  Special duties and responsibilities are attached to the right of freedom of expression
and the right may be subject to lawful restrictions reasonably necessary—

(a)  torespect the rights and reputation of other persons: or

(b)  for the protection of national security, public order, public health or public
morality.
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Peaceful assembly and freedom of association
(1) Every person has the right of peaceful assembly.

(2)  Every person has the right to freedom of association with others, including the right
to form and join trade unions.

Section 24
Fair hearing

(1) A person charged with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding has the
right to have the charge or proceeding decided by a competent, independent and impartial
court or tribunal after a fair and public hearing.

(2)  Despite subsection (1), a court or tribunal may exclude members of media
organisations or other persons or the general public from all or part of a hearing if permitted
to do so by a law other than this Charter.

(3)  All judgments or decisions made by a court or tribunal in a criminal or civil
proceeding must be made public unless the best interests of a child otherwise requires or a
law other than this Charter otherwise permits.

Council meeting: Yes
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Nome:

Comments:

Unit Manager Amenity and Compliance
Moreland City Council

Locked Bag 10

Moreland 3058

17" August 2017
Proposed General Law 2018
To Whom It May Concern:

'We, the residents of Moreland, would like to express our concerns relating to the
proposed changes to Moreland’s local laws.

We object to the proposed change in the camping laws and our key concerns are as
follows:

« Potential interruption to residents in the surrounding areas

® The use of public facilities e.g. toilets being used at a volume greater than
intended or designed

e The free use of public spaces of the expense of the ratepayer

* Clean up and disposal of rubbish will lead to potential increase in the
accumulation of rubbish resulting in an unnecessary increase in expense for
ratepayer

* The proposed change suggests there is no ability o move people on

*  Moreland could become the magnet for all homeless people in all the
surrounding municipalities creating a social issue in this area

«  This proposed change has the potential to devalue properties particularly
where these camps may be established.

* The council has provided no context on how they propose 1o identify whether
an individual is homeless or not?

*  The issue of homelessness needs (o be resolved by making public housing
available and not by shifting the problem from one municipality to another

*  We have no assurance that the Victorian police protecting the City of
Moreland be adequately resourced to cater for the higher volume of issues that
will arise as a result of this proposed change

We also object to the proposed change in the consumption of alcohol in public places

e This can lead to issues of violence in public places and increase the frequency
of antisocial behavior

*  We are not sure how this proposed change will benefit the residents in the city
of Moreland?

e This change is likely to increase the amount of rubbish in the streets and
public areas.

® Has the potential (o lead to an increase in the occurrence of underage
drinking.




[image: image178.png]Our final objection is with regard to the proposed changes to the rubbish collection of
an individual’s household rubbish and the right to dump rubbish in other residents
assigned bins

e Removal of rubbish could result in identity theft if documents in the bins are
not properly shredded

o Will allow access for others to dump rubbish in the incorrect bins for example
grass in a recycling bin

*  Opens up the question around the disposal of illegal rubbish in the bins of
others. The bin then not being collected and the owner then being responsible
for the disposal of the illegal rubbish

o Couldresultin a breach of Privacy Laws,

We request that these concems be considered as these proposed changes to the local
laws are debated. The objections above are supported by the following residents who
have taken the time 1o sign the attached petition.

Finally, we would also like to express our concerns around how these proposed
changes have been communicated to the residents of Moreland. These changes should
have been communicated in conjunction with rates notices and in various languages
to cater for the many residents where English is not their first language.

We would appreciate acknowledgement of the receipt of this objection notification
and some reassurance that these concerns are being seriously considered as the
changes (o these laws are being debated and established.

Yours Faithfully

& -
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1. Camping for recreational purposes
2. The consumption of alcohol
3. Kerbside bin rubbish collection
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Name:
ictoria Police

Comments:

Proposed Moreland City Council General Local Laws 2018

Submission by: . ctoria Police

Moreland Police Service Area (PSA) management team appreciates the opportunity to provide this
respectful submission on proposed Moreland General Local Laws 2018. Victoria Police shares the
Moreland City Council's vision of “a sustainable Moreland that supports  resilient community who
live in an attractive, accessible and safe environment, with a strong local economy and services that
meet their diverse needs”.

To achieve this vision for our community police within the Moreland Police Service Area work closely
with Mayor, Councillors and employees of the Moreland City Council. In part, this co-operation
involves police and council employees working as authorised officers under the Moreland City
Council General Local Laws to; provide for safety of all persons in public spaces; protect the use of
public places; control, prevent and abate nuisances; and provide for the peace, order and good
government of the municipality.

It is in the spirit of co-operation that this submission has been presented to council for
consideration. This submission has been limited to those areas where the proposed changes to local
laws may impact on:

a) policing responses,

b) public safety, and

c) the public’s perception of safety
In considering this response it should also be noted that police within the City of Moreland utilise
local laws with discretion. On the vast majority of occasions a simple explanation of the local laws,
and the associated requirements and penalties, is sufficient to address a situation. It is relatively rare
that police members will seek to issue penalty notices or commence prosecutions under the City of
Moreland Local Laws.

Removal and Amendments to Local Laws which May Affect Public Safety and Victoria Police
Respanses to Public Concerns

Proposed Local Law 2.7 Camping in Public Places

As the Moreland community and council have previously experienced at the Coburg Lake,
unrestricted camping severely impacts the community’s ability to utilise community assets for the
purpose for which they were intended. In general terms public assets such as toilet blocks and
rubbish bins are severely overstressed, food is prepared and waste disposed in unsanitary
conditions, car parks and footpaths obstructed, and the general community no longer feel safe or
welcome in their own open space. Business owners are also negatively impacted as the community
avoid the impacted area, or are unable to access the business due to the ongoing presence of the
camper(s) and their camping and sleeping gear.

1
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[image: image185.png]Similarly long term protests by groups such as Occupy Melbourne, and even long term camping by
the small groups or single persons, has a negative effect on the amenity of the area.

Proposed Local Law 2.7 would allow camping only in an area prescribed by council. This is a
reasonable measure and it is expected that council would ensure suitable campsite amenities exist
before prescribing any such area.

There is however, a general exclusion for people, broadly described as homeless or in need of secure
accommodation, or experiencing challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support. This
general exclusion fails to take into account the location and suitability of the camp, nor its impact on
the amenity of the area, nor the community, local traders and residents. Ultimately this exclusion
will have a negative effect on the public’s perception of safety, and leave the council and Victoria
Police without any power to move these people to more suitable accommodation.

Ultimately it will leave the council and police in a position where it cannot move on anyone claiming
to be homeless, no matter what the impact on the community.

It is recommended the general exception not be included in the 2018 General Local Laws. This does
not mean, however, that homeless people should necessarily be prosecuted or even moved on.
These steps should remain available as a last resort. More positive outcomes can be achieved
through engagement with homeless people and ensuring they have access to government and non-
government services to arrange housing, health care, drug and alcohol counselling and access to
government benefits. This approach will achieve far more for both the homeless and the general
community than simply allowing persons to camp where and when they please.

Proposed Part 3 Consumption of Liquor

The open consumption of liquor, and the often associated drunkenness, anti-social behaviour and
criminality, has the strong potential to impact on the perception of safety held, particularly by
vulnerable personsin our community.

Under the 2007 General Local Law 26 the consumption of liquor was an offence in any public place
prescribed as a prohibited area by council. This restriction remains in the proposed General Local
Law 2018. This is a reasonable measure, and it is expected that the council would obtain input from
the police and the community when considering areas to be prescribed.

Itis also noted that under the proposed laws an Authorised Officer will retain the powers to direct a
person to seal any container, or dispose of the contents of the container (2018 LL 3.2). Similarly, the
powers to direct a person to leave an area (2018 LL 18.9) and to impound items (2018 LL 18.17) also

remain.

The proposed local law however removes the power of an Authorised Officer to direct a person to
cease consuming liquor and removes the doubling of the penalty for any person who fails to comply
with the direction of an Authorised Officer (2007 LL 26(S)). This section is seen as a significant
deterrent to offenders continuing their behaviour.
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[image: image186.png]Conversely, the deletion of 2007 LL 26(6) will allow an officer to impound alcohol immediately if a
person is found breaching the local laws, rather than restricting impoundment to circumstances
where a person has also failed to comply with a direction from an Authorised Officer.

Consideration should be given to retaining the power of an Authorised Officer to direct a person to
cease drinking and to retaining increased penalties for failing to obey a direction under Local Laws.

Proposed Removal of Local Laws 22(2)(a), (b)(i) & (i), {q)(i-iii)

Local Law 22 of 2007 General Local Laws covers such diverse offences as causing obstruction,
soliciting for gifts (begging) and soliciting for business (windscreen washers and similar behaviours).
These local laws have been deleted from the Proposed Moreland General Local Laws 2018, leaving
these activities un-governed by local laws.

Aggressive begging, and constant harassment by beggars, has the potential to greatly impact on
people’s perception of safety in our community. The removal of the local law relating to soliciting
gifts will, however, have minimal impact on the Moreland community, as begging alms will continue
to be a criminal offence under s49A of the Summary Offences Act (SOA). As such beggars can and
will still be prosecuted by police and council officers under the SOA.

That said the removal of the local law and the related ability to issue a penalty notice will result in
greater utilisation of police or council resources to prosecute offenders for this offence. It will also
further impact the already over-burdened Magistrates Court of Victoria.

Furthermore, the removal of this local law will impact on the ability of the council to engage with
people who are begging and to assist them to make significant positive change in their lives. Rather
than simply rescinding this local law, consideration should instead be given to adoptinga community
justice approach to this issue. Under this approach people whose begging is due to genuine hardship
could have such penalty notices withdrawn when they engage with local support services.
Professional beggars, however, would still be liable to penalty or prosecution under the local laws.

Likewise the removal of the majority of 2007 Local Law 22 will remove the ability of Authorised
Officers to effectively respond to public complaints regarding nuisances such as car window cleaners
and unauthorised ‘charities’ collecting at intersections, occupying all or part of a public place in a
way that causes it to be inaccessible to other people. Or placing, leaving or causing an obstruction
(i.e. improperly parked or dumped bicycles). It is highly likely that this will negatively impact on the
public’s perception of safety within the Moreland Council area.

It is recommended that provisions identical or similar to those contained within Moreland General
Local Laws 2007, Local Laws 22(2)(a), (b)(i)& (i}, (a)(i-ii), should be included in proposed local laws
2018.
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The current local law 22 of 2007 allowed for furniture to be placed only where authorised by a
council permit. Under the proposed new local law 7.5 the permit process would remain. However,
some broadly defined groups of people would be able to leave their furniture anywhere, and for any
length of time, without consideration to the amenity of the area, or safety of other persons utilising
the area.

Utilisation of the permit process quite properly allows for proper consideration to be given to the
amenity of the area and safety of the public. Conversely, allowing a broadly defined group of
persons to set up and leave street furniture in any location, for any length of time and for any
reason, fails to properly consider the amenity of the area and the safety of the public.

Itis recommended that the Moreland City Council General Local Laws 2018 allow for furniture to be
placed in a public place only by way of permit. Where a person faces homelessness or other issues
they should be given assistance to find suitable accommodation and reasonable time to move any
furniture. In those rare occasions when furniture is impounded under the local laws, such people
should have their financial situation taken into account when setting out fees and charges payable to
retrieve their items.

General Observations:
Drafting

Attempts to ‘simplify the language in General Local Law 2018 have, in some places, resulted in
legislation that may well be per the use and subsequent interpretation of this legislation.

As an example Local Law 2.7 Camping in Public Places - “Camping for recreational purposes is not
permissible in other public areas unless

(a) a person is homeless or is in need of secure accommodation.
(b) a person is experiencing challenging circumstances and is in need of additional support

A strict interpretation of this local law is that homeless and ‘other people experiencing ‘challenging
circumstances’ can enjoy a camping holiday in the City of Moreland, but cannot camp out even if
they do not have access to any other accommodation. The possible impact of unrestricted camping
has been discussed elsewhere in this document.

Definitions

Neither the relevant sections nor the proposed Local Law 1.1 Definitions contain any definitions of
the terms “homeless or is in need of secure accommodation’, nor of ‘challenging circumstances and
is in need of additional support’. Although the dictionary definition of ‘homeless’ can be utilised and
the term ‘secure accommodation’ interpreted ejusdem generis, the other terms are so vague as to
be valueless. A previous draft of the proposed local laws furthers the definition to ‘additional

1 4
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[image: image188.png]assistance because of a mental or physical disability or illness’. This provides a preferable, and more
useable definition for this exemption.

Although it is the ultimate submission that these exemptions be removed from the proposed local
laws, if they are to remain they should be clearly defined with the Definition section.

Creation of an Offence by Authorised Officers

Of most concern is what appears to be the inadvertent creation of an offence which can only be
committed by authorised officers. Under Local Laws 18.17 to 18.20 Power of an Authorised Officer
to Impound, an authorised officer may impound items, goods, equipment, bicycle or any other
property or thing that is being used or possessed in contravention of the local laws. As soon as
reasonably possible after impounding the item the Authorised Officer must serve written notice on
the person from whom the property was seized.

Local Law 18.1 creates offences for failing to comply with the local laws, or failing to do anything
directed to be done under the local law. As such it appears arguable that a police member, or other
authorised officer, who fails to serve such a notice would commit an offence under the local laws.

It is unlikely that the creation of such an offence is the outcome desired by council and it is
recommended that consideration be given to re-drafting this section to provide a procedural remedy
for late service of the notice and/or to further clarify the definition of ‘Person” to exclude an
authorised officer executing their duties.

Summary
The following recommendations are made for consideration by the Moreland City Council:

1) The local laws should remain written and formatted in the manner used by other legislation
within the State of Victoria.

2) A plain language version (in multiple languages) of the local laws, along with maps detailing
any prescribed areas, should be made easily available to the public via the council website.

3) To address drafting issues within the proposed local laws they should be reviewed by a
suitable qualified and experienced legal practitioner prior to implementation or further
community consultation.

4) Proposed Local Laws 3.1 and 3.2 (Consumption of alcohol) should be amended to ensure
that Authorised Officers retain the power to direct a person to cease drinking.

5) Increased penalties for failing to obey the direction of an Authorised Officer relating to
consumption of alcohol should be retained.

6) Proposed Local Law 18.19 (Impoundment) should be amended to provide a procedural
remedy to a failure to serve a written notice regarding impoundment and to remove the
potential that an authorised officer could commit an offence by failing to meet the
requirements of this section.

7) Exemptions to proposed Local Laws 2.7 (camping) and 7.5 (street furniture) should be
removed.

I ———— s
I —————— 0 Poice




[image: image189.png]8) If the exemptions to proposed local laws 2.7 and 7.5 are not removed, then the terms
‘homeless’, ‘in need of secure accommodation’, ‘challenging circumstances’ and ‘in need of
additional support’ should be clearly defined within the local law.

9} Provisions identical or similar to those contained within the 2007 Moreland General Local
Laws 22(2)(a), (b){i)& (i), (a)(i-iii}, should be included in the proposed local laws, to allow
Authorised Officers to address;sﬂ@:f concern to the public such as soliciting, causing
obstructions and occupying a plaée j# way that causes it to be inaccessible to other people.
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