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The local 
legacy

Moreland Remembers World War I

The War officially ended on 11 November 1918 after Germany 
surrendered and the Armistice (agreement to end combat) 
was signed. For many, there was a sense of relief rather than 
jubilation. 

In Moreland, approximately 510 men from Brunswick and 170 
men from Coburg had died. In total, over 60,000 Australians had 
been killed and almost 160,000 wounded or taken prisoner.  

When the soldiers returned home (often not until 1919 or later) 
there were many parades, ‘welcome home’ parties and dinners.  

While suffering grief, families also had to survive without the 
incomes of the men who had died or were too injured to work. 
Thousands of veterans died from their injuries in the years after 
the War. Many returned men felt unable to speak to their families 
about their experiences. The impacts were felt in many families 
for generations.  

In the 1920s the government offered support through 
employment, farm land (Soldier Settlement blocks) and new 
homes (War Service Homes). Organisations such as the Returned 
Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League of Australia (later the 
Returned Services League) and Legacy were founded.  

Communities rallied to build memorials for local soldiers who 
died overseas. In Moreland, two key memorials are the avenue of 
trees at Lake Reserve, Coburg (1919) and the Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hall in the Brunswick Town Hall (1928). 

Despite the enormous cost, many consider that Australia’s role in 
the War was critical in creating a sense of identity and pride in a 
young nation.
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Armistice Day, Swanston Street, Melbourne.
Source: State Library of Victoria, H36124

Image 2. 
Memorial Avenue of Trees letter
Town of Coburg, 1919.
Source: Coburg Historical Society S7_1_2; Picture Victoria ID 6061
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The Age, 12 November 1918, page 5.
Source: National Library of Australia/Trove.


