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The peace 
movement

Moreland Remembers World War I

Many people around the world were opposed  
to the War. 

Some of these people were connected to the 
peace movement, women’s groups, trade unions 
and socialist groups.

Some Australians did not believe they should fight 
in a British war. Others believed that it was not right 
to fight in any war – that it was wrong to kill, and 
that peaceful solutions should be found. Men who 
chose not to enlist for these reasons were known as 
‘conscientious objectors’. Some of these men served 
in non-combat roles such as stretcher bearers. 

Many people considered that conscientious 
objectors were ‘shirking their responsibilities’. 
Women often sent these men a white feather –  
a symbol of cowardice.

John Curtin, Brunswick resident and future 
Australian Labor prime minister, was a 
conscientious objector during World War I.  
He was charged with causing ‘disaffection to  
His Majesty’.2.
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Image 1.
Demand the Terms of Peace, an appeal to unionists poster 1916.
Source: State Library of Victoria, Riley and Ephemera Collection.

Image 2.
The Peace Society, Melbourne, 1914.
Source: State Library of Victoria, Riley and Ephemera Collection

Image 3. 
Disarmament Sunday, 6 November 1921
Source: State Library of Victoria, MS9377/PHO2 


