1'he peace

movement

RO Many people around the world were opposed
AN APPEAL TO UNIONISTS. to t h e War.

ﬁ-ﬁﬂ\ (Issued by the Australian Peace Alliance, Victorian Council.) :

Comrades,
On March 9th, the following resolution was submitted to the Trades Hall Council:—
to cn-:pmu to the Anﬁngm. as leader of tI::FotlmanburPutr,lnﬂ
urge him to use his power, as Prime Minister, to assist in securing the transmission of
the following message: "ﬁlil Council, representing !ﬂﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ organised wage earners in

EESTEarTe Rl ey Some of these people were connected to the

This resolution was lost on the casting vote of the Chairman in favor of the
following amendment:
“That the resolution be referred to the unions affiliated with the Council, and that an expres-

e vl o o T, e s, S b ety i peace movement, women'’s groups, trade unions

earnest consideration. We feel sure you will agree with the manifesto issued by the Inde-
pendent Labor Party of Great Britain, as follows:
*“The war in Europe, with its murder aud waste and inisery, outrages more and more the deeper conscience of ® e
the race. In mopey alone, the cost to our Empire is some millions sterling a day; the present and future cost in strong,
brave life commat be computed.  With all its appalling sacrifice of life and treasure the war threatens to drag on
almost interminahbly, hecause P
Each Country believes itself to be fighting for ‘Liberty,’ ‘Freedom’ and other terms
which, used in this connection, are vague and insubstantial. In po case bas a Government officially stated m a
practical amd conerete way the terms on which it would be willing to negotiate peace.

In each of the countries at war, the Militarist |ingoes declare they will not rest content short of smashing
and dismembering enemy countries. Even if such a palicy, mmstead of setting at defiance the clearest lessons of
history, were just and expedient, nineteen months of wvar under modern conditions have demonstrated that the
possibility of attaining this result s exceedingly remote. But so long as this fear of dismemberment and crushing

[ [ ] [ e
humilintion holds a nation in (uall, it will go on Aghting lo the last ounce of resistance and the last drap of blood.
Just as mutnal distrust and fear and misunderstanding helped to cause the wiar, so they may now operate O r r ‘ e ' I S ra I a n S I n O e I eve e S O I
against all efforts towards an honorable and lasting peace, and this great crime against the people will continue unchecked, u

bringing ruin to all lands, and desolation and mourning to countless homes. 1I this happens, there will be no guaran-
tee that peace, when it does come, will be founded upon any equitable principle; if the militarists and diplomats (to
whom the very word ‘ pedce’ has a treasonable sound) get their way, the war will drag on till it ends perhaps in a
ghastly futility which may be no more than a breathing space in a bigger and bloodier struggle.

B B e o AR i in a British war. Others believed that it was not right

nation has the biggest guns or the deadliest ;;htnpnal. but it does not follow that it will solve on any basis of equity
the questions of nationality, militarism, trade, and other matters which are, or are supposed to be, involved in this

struggle,
Only foresight and reason can adjust these questions in

the interests of enduring peace and the moral and f , P o [
economic development of Europe. Hence the Labor and Socialist forces in all the kelligerent countries should press i
their Governments to disclose, not in vague, meamngless generalities, but tO I g t I n a n y Wa r t a t I t W a S W rO n g tO I a n

in clear and specific terms, what they are fighting for, Y4

and on this information it would be possible to take national and international action, with & view to reaching a settle-
ment with the largest possible ineasure of equity and the least possible loss of life.

(]
There are obligations to be met, not least in regard to Belgium, but the aim and purpose of the Governments,
R that peaceful solutions should be found. Men who
An declaration might help to remove error and fear, and save hundreds and thousands of °
n:pl"nu I;hipntharwha would be needlessly slaughtered. §
The British Government has a responsibility in this matter together with the other Governments.”

Help the Australinn Peace Alliance in creating a public opinion favorable to the policy ed in this leaflet by

A e e T S chose not to enlist for these reasons were known as
* * ‘conscientious objectors’. Some of these men served
in non-combat roles such as stretcher bearers.
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Peace Society | Many people considered that conscientious
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A | objectors were ‘shirking their responsibilities’.
%‘“‘”MW Women often sent these men a white feather —

AUSTRALASIAN BRANCH—MELBQURNE CENTRE.

Office: 60 Queen St., Melbourne.

a symbol of cowardice.

NINTH ANNUAL REPORT.

FOR YEAR 1914.

OFFICE. BEARERS:

o e John Curtin, Brunswick resident and future

Vice-Presidents:
His Honour Mr. JUSTICE HIGGINS, His Honour
Sir THOMAS a’BECKETT, Rev. T. E. RUTH,

e R Australian Labor prime minister, was a

Mrs. LAURA HOWIE, Mrs. SLATER, Rev. THOS.
LAVER, Mr. J. W. COLVILLE, Mr. T, OB-
BINSON, Mr. JAS. McINTYRE, Mr. J. M.

S conscientious objector during World War |.

Mr. E. E. DILLON, B.A, LL.B,, 60 Queen-street,
Melbourne; Mr. C. E. HOWIE, Miss A. J.
HOWIE, Mr. F. MEFFERT, South-road, Brigh-
ton; Mr. J. G. PYKE, Lennox-street, Hawthorn

He was charged with causing ‘disaffection to
His Majesty’.

‘Vista Avenue, Surrey Hills.

. , State
Moreland City Councill Government

Yictoria

For full exhibition and more information, visit www.moreland.vic.gov.au

7 e @ <%

..-..\ 3 e
./ e - - \.
oo TRA o)
Y TlLAUS L 9 LIA N

i
&3

e
%

Australian Government

Department of Veterans’ Affairs
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Demand the Terms of Peace, an appeal to unionists poster 1916. The Peace Society, Melbourne, 1914. Disarmament Sunday, 6 November 1921
Source: State Library of Victoria, Riley and Ephemera Collection. Source: State Library of Victoria, Riley and Ephemera Collection Source: State Library of Victoria, MS9377/PHO2



