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War
weariness

Moreland Remembers World War I

As the war dragged on there were fewer  
able-bodied men at home and the death toll 
overseas was mounting. The streets were full  
of women wearing black mourning clothes. 

Thousands of families were enduring the long wait 
for news of their relatives’ fates on the battlefields 
of Europe.

Shortages at home of items such as sugar and 
paper were also being felt. 

Soldiers often returned from the war with  
terrible injuries, diseases, or ‘shell-shock’ (a 
form of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder). Many 
of these men were cared for at the Caulfield 
Military Hospital. An infectious diseases hospital 
for soldiers still in training also operated from 
the Wiseman family mansions, Ashleigh and 
Sawbridgeworth, in Glenroy from 1915 to 1917. 

People started to despair that the War would 
never end. 

Brunswick resident Maude O’Loughlin’s three  
sons went to war and two were killed in action.  
She lost her husband shortly after in an accident.  
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The Argus, 8 November 1917.
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Caulfield Hospital ca 1916 - 1917.
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