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The 
home front

Moreland Remembers World War I

During wartime, feelings of loyalty to Britain  
were high and some Germans living in  
Moreland had their businesses attacked.

Many Australian residents born in Germany, Austria, 
Turkey or Bulgaria were detained in camps in Victoria 
as ‘enemy aliens’ for the duration of the War. 

People were careful not to waste resources that 
could be put towards the war effort. As a wartime 
measure, hotels introduced ‘early closing’ at 6 pm.

A major activity at home was fundraising to 
support the war effort. Many organisations and 
schools were actively involved.

The Coburg Cowboys, a group of 20 local boys 
who performed on horseback, often appeared  
in fundraising carnivals around Melbourne. 

People sold badges, held concerts, ran raffles, 
organised sock-knitting competitions and 
countless other events to raise money. It was 
reported that ‘the prettiest and youngest of 
collectors’ sold a kiss on Sydney Road for 2s.  
6d. on Belgian Flag Day.2.
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Image 1. 
Patriotic Tableau during World War I, c. 1918
Source: Coburg Historical Society, U3.2. (PictureVictoria ID 15786)

Image 2.  
Poem by Maude O’Laughlin, published in The Argus, 25 April 1918.
Source: Brunswick Community History Group, Fusion.

Image 3. 
The Coburg Cowboys, Parkers Farm, North-East Coburg, 1912.
Source: Coburg Historical Society, T6.19 (Picture Victoria ID 16104)


