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In August 1915, when the Turks were advancing,

Symons retook an important trench under heavy fire
from three directions. He then quickly built a timber
barricade, protecting the trench from further attack.

He was awarded the Victoria Cross — the highest
award given for ‘gallantry in the face of the enemy’.
Upon his return home, Brunswick held a civic service
in his honour. He then returned to the Western Front.
He died in London in 1945.

The Anzac troops withdrew from Gallipoli in December
1915, after the death of over 11,000 Australian and
New Zealand men.
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