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World War I broke out in August 1914 after 
years of increasing tensions between the major 
powers in Europe. As a former colony, loyalty to 
the British Empire was strong in Australia, and it 
joined the war as an ally to Great Britain. 

The Allies (Great Britain, France, Russia and 
Commonwealth countries including Australia) 
fought against the Triple Alliance (Germany, 
Austria, Hungary and other countries including 
Turkey).

Approximately 5,000 men from the suburbs of 
Brunswick and Coburg fought over the next four 
years in places such as Turkey, France, Belgium 
and parts of the Middle East. About 700 of 
these men never returned.

This exhibition explores the local experience 
of the War and how this has shaped our 
community today.

Please note: this exhibition contains images of 
deceased people.  
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Image 1. Queensland Recruiting Committee ca. 1915 Source, State Library of Victoria, H33420    Image 2. Parliamentary Recruiting Committee, 1916, Source: State Library of Victoria, H2000.212/17
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